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From the President of MARCI – Ken Olson, K4KEO 

Well, here we are in the last month of 2024, the year really sped by. No more hurricanes for this year! 
 
Remember that there is no monthly meeting in December; our Christmas party at Peridia on December 10th 
serves as our monthly meeting/get together. If you haven’t got your reservations in to Jay, K0LJW, yet, you 
have until Wednesday December 4th so that we are able to give the folks at Peridia an accurate count of 
those attending. This event is by reservation only, no availability for walk in. Jack, WG9X, has done a great 
job of getting the raffle prizes, we have some really neat items for this year’s raffle. Maria, KQ4JJV, has 
been working very hard as well to get everything in order for the event. We look forward to seeing everyone 
at the party. 
 
Our K4GG repeater is still off the air. We continue to use the County ARES MAN-8 repeater 147.195 (+) 
103.5 tone for our nets and local communications. We have feelers out to look for a new site for our system. 
We will have an update at the January meeting. 
 
Liz, KQ4NAD, has taken over the secretary’s position from Tim, WD8JTR. She is currently recuperating at 
home after back surgery. We want to keep her in our thoughts and prayers for a quick and speedy recovery. 
 
Chris, KB2ICN, has continued to make changes to improve our new website. It is becoming a much more 
user-friendly site than our previous site was. More changes have been made since last month, but it is still a 
work in process. Thanks to Chris for his hard work and to Jack WG9X for his continuing help with this 
project. 
 
MARCI still has several committees that need members. Please consider volunteering for one of the 
positions. Contact any board member for more information. It is important to note that, with 130+ members 
we should not have to be begging to get people to help out! Our club is only as good as what we all make it 
to be. 
 
Jay, K0LJW, is now accepting dues payments for 2025. This can be done by mailing a check, on the website 
or by handing him a check when you see him at a Wednesday lunch or at a monthly meeting. 
 
In closing, from our family to yours, Happy Hannukah, Merry Christmas. Have a safe and blessed holiday 
season. 
 
73, Ken Olson K4KEO 
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From the Editor – Bill Miller, K9HXO 

Monthly report, December 1, 2024 
 
I need your help: If you want to submit equipment for sale, please give me the make and model and asking 
price of the items plus photos of each. 
 

New Members 

 
Please welcome the following individuals who were approved for membership by the MARCI Board of 
Directors: Tina Miller – KQ8SFK, Mary Alice Pane – KE2CEB. 
 
An excellent website for looking up available calls, applications, and call sign information 
is https://www.radioqth.net. You may also search the FCC database by going to their Universal Licensing 
System website at https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp. 

 

Ham Radio Lunch Bunch at IHOP restaurant 

 
 
Join these great folks at the Ham Radio Lunch every Wednesday at 11:30 AM. It is at a new location: 

IHOP, 6320 State Rd. 64 East, Bradenton. It is located about ½ mile west of I-75.  
 
Attention Ladies! The first Wednesday of each month is “Ladies’ Day.” A special table is available for all 
the ladies attending. Note the ladies who attended October 2nd. 
Ladies may come every week, of course! 

Please note that you do NOT have to have a ham radio license to attend the lunch! 

MARCI Facebook Page 

 
If you are a Facebook user, be sure to check out our MARCI Facebook page at  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/966175460080399. 

https://www.radioqth.net/
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp
https://www.facebook.com/groups/966175460080399
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“Swap & Drop” Table at Our January Monthly Meeting 

 
Remember to bring items that you are no longer using but may still be of use to other MARCI members, to 
the “Swap & Drop” table at the back of the meeting room. You may find something that you’d really like to 
have for use in your shack! 
 
Vy 73, 
Bill Miller, K9HXO 

From the Secretary - Elizabeth Raucci – KQ4NAD 

MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING MINUTES – NOVEMBER 5, 2024 

 

• President Ken Olson Called the Meeting to Order at 7:00 pm. 

• Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag by Membership. 

• 28 Members present, introduced and signed in on attendance sheet (in Treasurer’s File). 
• Welcome Guest: John Schillinger. 

• Welcome New Members: Tina Miller – KQ8SFK, Mary Alice Pane – KE2CEB. 

• We have a total Membership of 140. 

• Tony Vasile – KB9A – Sunday Night Net Control Operator, not in attendance to be introduced to the 

membership. 

• Pete Jarosik – KA1WBE – Wednesday Night MARCI HAM Trader’s Net Control, was introduced 

to the membership. His broadcast will air tomorrow night, 11/6 at 8 p.m. 

• Secretaries Report by Elizabeth Raucci – KQ4NAD, filling in for Tim Hostetler, who is ill.  Liz will 

be taking over as Secretary beginning January, 2025 and was introduced and welcomed in her new 

position.  Minutes, as taken by Bill Miller - K9XHO in Mr. Hostetler’s absence in October, were 
accepted by a motion from Emily Olson – W4ERO, with a second by Brian Biery – N4BB. 

• Treasurer’s Report was given by Jay Willever – KOLJW and was accepted by motion from  

Dawson Blackmore, Jr., with a second by Terry Simons. 

• Committee Reports: 

o Finance Committee – Richard Plotkin, Chair – K8RWQ not in attendance. 
o Education Committee – No Chair, looking for volunteers. 
o Technical Committee - Ed Skalecki, Chair – NI4MX not in attendance. 
o Activities Committee – Maria La Fond, Chair – KQ4JJV. 
o Discussed details of Christmas Party, December 10, 2024 at Peridia Golf and Country Club, 

6:30pm with dinner at 7:00pm. $38.00 per person, cash, or check payable to MARCI. Please 
do not include membership dues in the Christmas party check.  Dues must be paid separately.  
In addition - there is no December 3rd meeting, due to date of Christmas Party being changed. 

o Maria made a request for additional members to join the Entertainment Committee, as she is 
currently a committee of ONE! 

o Maria also requested volunteers to present educational material at monthly meetings.  Contact 
her for date and topic you would like to present. 

o Public Relations Committee – Lou Raniszewsk, Chair – KD@LFR not in attendance. 

o Nominating Committee – Jack Ham, Chair - WG9X not in attendance. 
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o Youth Committee – Noah Olson, Chair – W4NLO not in attendance, report given by  

Brian Biery – N4BB: No changes from last month. If MARCIFEST had been held, there was 

to be a table focusing on youth activities. Member Jason Powell – W4QAL, mentioned that 

youth are more inclined to be digital. He suggested that that might be a better way to reach 

out to them and get them involved. 

• Repeater Trustee/Tech Report – Mike Ryan, Chair – K4CVL not in attendance.  Ken Olson – 

K4KEO gave update on the repeater status: The tower in Bradenton went over, and the coax snapped 

due to Hurricane Milton. We are looking for a new location.  We did not own the tower.  Both NETS 

(Sunday and Wednesday) can be accessed on the Manatee County ARES MAN-8 repeater. 

OLD AND NEW NEWS: 

• Next VE Session is December 21, 2024. They are held every 2 months on the third Saturday of the 

month promptly at 9 a.m. at the Bible Baptist Church of Bradenton, with Jim Woodson as Volunteer 

Examiner Coordinator.   

• MARCIFEST was cancelled due to Hurricane Milton. Should be rescheduled in March 2025. Ken is 

waiting for available dates from the Pastor.   

• Don’t forget the “Swap and Drop” table at the back of the room. Leave something you don’t need 
and/or pick up something you can use. 

• Brian Biery discussed the ARES group. It provides emergency radio communication to Manatee 

County disaster management. ARES has a weekly net – listen on Monday nights, MAN-8, at 7:00 

p.m.  MCESG.org has a list of frequencies and repeaters.  See Jack Ham or Brian Biery for details. 

• There is also a CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) group that you can participate in.  

after receiving basic training, members survey your community for damage and send the info to 

Manatee County to help in emergency response. 

• Maria La Fond – KQ4JJV, gave a very interesting presentation on the topic of  “History of Wireless 
Communication.” There were several interesting facts and key points presented. The presentation 
was well received (see below for details). 

 
There being no concerns, questions, requests or suggestion raised, the meeting was adjourned at 8:07 pm 
with a Motion by Gilbert Helsey – KQ4MAI and seconded by Scott Sligowsky – AE4SS. 

 History of Wireless Communication by Maria La Fond – KQ4JJV 

Knowledge is power, and Morse Code communication is key. 

• 1836 – Samuel Morse developed code with Alfred Vale and Joseph Henry using the pulse of 
electrical current to send voice.  He discovered the code based on numerals – several dots and 
dashes representing the alphabet. First message was: “What hath God wrought?” 

• American Morse Code was responsible for the demise of the Pony Express, helpful in the Civil 
War and assisted Nevada in becoming a state. 

• Marconi then developed process for communication between continents, land, ships and air.  
1848 – became International Morse Code which changed ½ of Morse Code.  This revised code 
became the standard and was required on all airplanes.  Rhythm is key to code. 

• In 1999 International Code was replaced by Global Maritime Distress System with the same 
words that Morse transmitted “What has God wrought?”  In 1913 the last telegraph was sent in 
India. Texting, cellphones and social media have replaced code. 

http://mcesg.org/
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• During the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln sat in the telegraph office to read “lightening messages” 
and even slept there overnight for important ones. 

• 1889 Hertz radio waves were known to exist. 

• 1908 – First radio club began at Columbia University. 

• 1912 – Government stepped in and established Radio Act. 

• 1914-1918 during WWI nightly newsletters were sent in Morse Code. In 1917 Messages from 
Germany sent to Mexico were interpreted by British Codebreakers in “Room 40.” 

• During WWII, the first female codebreaker, Elizabeth Smith Freedman, broke up a code, but the 
FBI took credit! 

• In 1936 Allan Turing used the Enigma Machine to break German Code helping to win the war. 

• 1942 – 29 Navajo Wind talkers used their native language as code.  After boot camp training 
they were taken to a secret location at Camp Elliott, San Diego, California.  15 Navajos were 
then sent to Guadalcanal and tested.  By 1945 there were 400 code talkers working as 
Americans...  The code remained classified until 1968. 

• During the Vietnam War (1955-1995), Jerimiah Denton used Morse Code with his eyes during a 
broadcast interview and communicated that he was being tortured, breaking the rules of the 
Geneva Convention. After that, prisoners were forced to wear hoods to render them unable to 
pass information secretly.   

Ham Shack of the Month   

Editor’s Plea: Too few members are submitting “Shack of the Month” photos for placement in 
Radiowaves. Please consider sharing your ‘Shack’ by emailing your photos to me with a description of your 
operation. 
 
We have no Shack of the Month this month but Harry, KF4CFZ, sent along this article: 
 

Sparks Will Fly or How I Got  Started in Amateur Radio by Harry Rensel,  KF4CFZ 

Happy Hallicrafters everyone. 
 

As a youngster 

The shiny dial of the Hallicrafters Super Skyrider SX-16, caught my attention. My Grandfather Roy, a Chief 
Petty Officer in the Navy, told me that during WWII while at sea, he would spend time in the ship’s radio 
shack listening to foreign broadcasts. He had fashioned a small radio room, next to the furnace in the 
hallway of his house. The long wire antenna was run outside. The large Hallicrafters Speaker was a gray 
box with the famous Hallicrafters “H” logo on it.   
 
I got hooked listening to Radio Canada, Caribbean stations, BBC Worldwide, and English language 
broadcasts from far away. It was a thrill to listen through the buzz and hum of Soviet jammers. I was a 
Shortwave Listener (SWL), able to listen in to the secret world of radio.   
 
As I spun the dial, I could pull in number stations, clandestine broadcasts, hams, and foreign broadcasts. The 
Hallicrafters had six bands, 11 tubes, a bandwidth fine-tuner, S-Meter, BFO, RF Gain, ANL, CW clarifier, 
selectivity, sensitivity, and true fidelity of signals, so the world below 30 MHZ, was mine and it was really 
magic!  

Young thoughts 

As the tubes burned out, my next big adventure was an Electronics Instrument Company (EICO) crystal 
controlled, 23 channel, Citizen Band (CB) radio. With a trusted ¼ wave antenna on the roof in  
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Camp Hill, PA, CB was a real treat. I must add that this followed a CB walkie-talkie adventure, with a six-
section pullout whip.10-4 Good Buddy.   
 
Kit building errors 

At that time in 1966, Lafayette Radio had a store in Harrisburg, PA, and I was an ardent customer. All of 
this led to how I first learned to weld (solder) as I built a four-tube amplifier & AM broadcast kit. I had 
more lead on my connections than a Peruvian lead mine! I now transmitted music & voice around the 
neighborhood.  I thought this was really great, sparks were flying now!  
 
Early electronics training 

I never delved into the public service band scanner craze; it somehow just didn’t appeal to me. In high 
school, all students had to complete a General Course. My school had a basic electronics course, how 
progressive! We learned the theory of electronics, Ohm’s law, built low voltage circuits, and learned to read 
schematics. It was fun, because this saved me from the Infantry when it was draft time.  
 
Military experience 

In October 1968, my draft number was “You’re next!”  I scored highly on the Military Entrance Exam and 
was saved from the Infantry by Ohm’s Law. I was a private headed to technical training as a 
Communications Technician. Now in five months, Uncle Sam taught me Ohm’s law, DC-AC circuits, line 
loss formulas, soldering (yes, the correct way to solder) test equipment, electrical safety, one-way daylight 
to dusk amplifiers, Communications Security and more. I could now see and hear every signal that was 
being collected.  
 
But alas, no HAM ticket—I didn’t feel the urge. At some Military Command & Control sites I saw QRZ 
and Short-Wave Listener Magazine, along with World Radio & TV Handbook (WRTH). Imagine that, they 
were tuned to Ham Bands, with high power transmitters and highly directional antenna arrays available at 
their fingertips. I saw a lot of Collins and Rockwell HF gear. I enjoyed using a (Collins) R-388/URR Radio 
receiver for my listening enjoyment. And I might add, I am sure that these were some of the mystery 
stations that would host broadcast shows just for fun.  
 
With a twist of fate, In the1980’s, I was a DOD civilian for the Army 7th Signal Command, Fort Ritchie, 
MD, when I passed my Technician test. I was prodded by Engineers and technicians who told me to not 
pass up this interesting hobby. Then I was more about 10-Meter-long distance communications, while using 
other people’s equipment. I don’t regret getting involved with sparks that fly. I guess that it’s a good thing 
that the ham license exam doesn’t require a soldering test, but I think it should!     
 
Greatest contact 

My Most remarkable contact was on 2m. While visiting my childhood home and parents, I lit up my good 
old High Standard (now Yaesu) 144-440 handheld. 5 watts out the window with a 12-inch whip. Now I 
must tell you that our house was on a high elevation in Camp Hill. Out the window you could see up the 
Susquehanna River to Blue Mountain where the repeater tower for Channel 27 TV was located on  
145.47 MHz. Working DX from Clifton, Virginia was a challenge, as time, family commitments and the 
rigors of a daily DC traffic commute punished me for my hobby.    
 
73’s And may all your connections be Magic!  
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December Puzzle – Geoff Haines, N1GY - QST – Nov 2024 
 

Q T G X A K Q H I W A Y Q E A J I E C L I P S E 

K L E V I M U A L M Y M D N P I O C Y H E O J J 

A T J J Y C P C I G A A P W M I H G N N I R X T 

F Q O V J R T M N S Q N T S D A K Q Z E K Q T T 

O I M N E Z C I V M M N Z U L P M H K J O L U P 

H S M L S T T I U I F E A Y A E S U V U O Z N D 

G Z A Z L S J B P E Y T E T Y B R N K H R D I I 

G Y R P E F T R U E X N W D L R X O Q H A U N Q 

N W Z T Y S S D H D V A J G E I S S Z B B A G W 

H Q N L F K F O Q F D T F V P T K A I N D O C C 

D O C J Q E T R F U P I I C O V C E E P C O N T 

C L S K L K V D Y P T E P N T W F S V Q J R P P 

D W X Q N R A A K V C O H O A W R N R S K R B M 

T X J Q O F E C W S S F L S L R E M O T E B D G 

L Z V I O Y R W N Q U G U A F E T K D R D A I A 

S A F L V D R A O H M Z F Q S G I X W V C B A U 

M O J X F E R G H P M O K R C W A P Y N A L M M 

J Q I T T T F E R F I J J O E Y E P U C L D O A 

Y H I L C G L L J M T K R G O Q S I F S T Y N B 

V Z I N Q M J I G J S X K Z P B U B V N C T D E 

Y F E N V W O A R O U N D U P U D E D E P R Q F 

E E L B E K R T P H D K N G C M A N N P R C X V 

I F W B D O I W B U C S O X G R P P A C I E E F 

J E X L B H I W N Q H O U C O I Q Z S H Y N T E 

                        

POWER BUDDIPOLE DIAMOND HANDBOOK 

ROUNDUP ROOKIE FREQUENCY SEASON 

ECLIPSE SUMMITS CONTESTING REVIEW 

TUNING REMOTE YAESU FILTER 

AUDIO POTA TRANSCEIVER RELAY 

ANTENNA 
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Items for Sale 

Bill McConnell 

 
For these items, contact Noah Olson, W4NKO (941) 713-5451 or 
NKOlson08@gmail.com 

 

Baypac BP-2M and BP-1 Modems 

The model BP-2M Multimode modem - all the features of the BP-2 plus 
Multimode capability using a wide range of shareware and commercial software. 
You can now use SSTV, WEFAX, AMTOR, RTTY, CW, APRS, TCP/IP, and a 
host of other modes. Also included are install disks for HamCom and JVFAX. 
Cables included. 

Also included is a BP-1 modem and software. Asking $60.00 

  
Autek Research QF-1A Audio Filter 
 
Used but in like-new condition. Comes with Instructions. 
 
Asking $180.00 
 

 
 

Autek Research RF-1 Antenna Analyzer  
 
This unit is used to measure complex impedance (SWR, Z, L, and C). It can be 
used to measure antenna impedance, determine cable impedance, check baluns and 
other transformer, tune an antenna tuner without transmitting, measure a trap 
resonant frequency, and many other things. 
 
Unit is used but in like-new condition. Powered by a standard 9-volt battery (not 
supplied) and has an "automatic off" feature after 20 minutes to save battery. 
 
Asking $80 
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Peter Jarosik – KA1WBE - (941) 580-8696 

 

VECTOR-VID DC Power Supply This is only a 6-amp max supply. It is used for 
bench testing and radio projects. It is adjustable from 0 to 30 volts and 
current from 0 to 6 amps. Asking $50.00. 

 

 

Radio Shack Power and SWR meter covers 3-30 MHz. 

Asking $30.00 
 

 
 

Swan PS 10 Power supply with built in speaker This is a 10 Amp supply for a 2 
meter or 440 radio It can be used with low power H.F. radios too! Asking $35.00 
for It.  

 

 

MARCI Polos 

 
 

 
For Polo Shirts with embroidered MARCI patches contact Marsha Littlefield – 
(941-224-0400) Email - Mympmarsha@Yahoo.Com. Marsha will appreciate getting multiple orders. 
Contact her for details. 
  

mailto:Mympmarsha@Yahoo.Com
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VE Exam Sessions 

When you’re ready to take the Technician, General or Amateur Extra license exams, you may take them 
locally. 

The sessions are held the third Saturday of the month, every 2 months. The next session will be on Saturday, 
December 21, 2024. Please note that testing starts promptly at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Location:  

Bible Baptist Church of Bradenton  
2113 57th St E 
Bradenton, FL 34208 
 

Contact: James E. Woodson 
(941) 301-8703 
 

Sponsor: Manatee Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 

Websites of Interest 

Our MARCI website: Manatee-ARC.org 
 
The ARES website: MCESG.org 
 
Manatee County Public Safety: https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety 
 
SKYWARN: https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/ 
 
ARRL: ARRL.ORG 

Club Meetings 

Monthly MARCI Club Meeting 

 
General membership meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month (except July) at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Bible Baptist Church located at 2113 57th St E, Bradenton, FL 34208. The next general membership 
meeting will be on Tuesday, January 7th. Remember to bring items that you are no longer using but may 
still be of use to other MARCI members, to the “Swap & Drop” table at the back of the meeting room. You 
may find something that you’d really like to have for use in your shack! 
 

Monthly MARCI Board of Directors Meeting 

 
The monthly MARCI Board of Directors (BOD) meeting is held at the Living Lord Lutheran Church on the 
third Thursday of every month at 7:00 p.m. If you have any business to be brought to the Board, please 
contact one of the MARCI Board members.  
 

http://manatee-arc.org/
http://mcesg.org/
https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety
https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/
http://arrl.org/
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Monthly ARES Meeting 

 
General ARES membership meetings are held on the 4th Tuesday of each month. There will be no meeting 
in the month of December this year. 
 
The next regular general membership meeting will be on Tuesday, January 28th at 7 p.m. at the Bible Baptist 
Church of Bradenton, 2113 57th St E, Bradenton, FL 34208. 

Clubs and Other Nets 

MARCI Info Net Sunday 7:00 p.m. 147.195 - 103.5 Hz 

ARES Net Monday 7:00 p.m.               147.195 - 103.5 Hz 

MARCI Traders Net Wednesday 8:00 p.m. 147.195 - 103.5 Hz 

Manatee SKYWARN Net Thursday 8:00 p.m. 147.195 - 103.5 Hz 

WCF Eagle Net (Local NTS Net) Nightly 8:30 p.m. 145.43 - 100 Hz or  
442.95 + 100 Hz 

WCF Technical Net (tech assistance) Thursday 9:00 p.m. 145.43 - 100 Hz or  
442.95 + 100 Hz 

 

Please participate in the nets on the county repeater. 
Our Manatee Amateur Radio Club Net meets every Sunday night at 7 p.m. on the County repeater – 

KM4EC, MAN-8, which is at 147.195 RX and 147.795 TX with a negative offset and 103.5 tone. It is 
an excellent opportunity to learn about all the fun amateur radio activities that are happening in our club and 
across our ham radio community. 
 
Our Club Net on Sunday night is often poorly attended. The club has over 120 members. Please consider 
taking 20 minutes out of your Sunday evening to check into our MARCI club net! 
 
On Monday evenings, you can drop in on the Manatee County Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) 
Nets at 7 p.m. These are a bit more tactical and an easy way to improve your operating skills. 
On Thursday evenings at 8 p.m., we host the National Weather Service SKYWARN Net. 
 
Everyone is interested in the weather and SKYWARN is an easy way for you to contribute to this popular 
public service program. The National Weather Service SKYWARN Storm Spotter Program website is 
weather.gov/SKYWARN. 
 
The Regional Nets are on NI4CE on 145.430 and 442.950. The Eagle Net, the National Traffic System 
Traffic Net, is on every night at 8:30 p.m. Whether you are interested in "Traffic Handling" or not, everyone 
is welcome to check in and enjoy putting your radio to good use. They also host the regional SKYWARN 
Net on Tuesdays at 9 p.m. 
 
The ARRL West Central Florida Technical Net is a very popular and informal activity held every Thursday 
at 9 p.m. or immediately after the end of the Eagle Net should that net run a little late. 
 
With so many opportunities to listen in and participate, you are sure to meet new folks and discover many 
more of the interesting ways to use and enjoy your amateur radio license! 
 
 

https://www.weather.gov/SKYWARN

	From the President of MARCI – Ken Olson, K4KEO
	From the Editor – Bill Miller, K9HXO
	New Members
	Ham Radio Lunch Bunch at IHOP restaurant
	MARCI Facebook Page
	“Swap & Drop” Table at Our January Monthly Meeting

	From the Secretary - Elizabeth Raucci – KQ4NAD
	History of Wireless Communication by Maria La Fond – KQ4JJV
	Ham Shack of the Month
	Sparks Will Fly or How I Got  Started in Amateur Radio by Harry Rensel,  KF4CFZ
	As a youngster
	Young thoughts


	Items for Sale
	Bill McConnell
	Peter Jarosik – KA1WBE - (941) 580-8696
	MARCI Polos

	VE Exam Sessions
	Websites of Interest
	Club Meetings
	Monthly MARCI Club Meeting
	Monthly MARCI Board of Directors Meeting
	Monthly ARES Meeting

	Clubs and Other Nets

