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From the President of MARCI – Ken Olson, K4KEO  

Welcome to April and Spring! 
 
MARCIFEST, this Saturday, March 29, was well attended by both vendors and lookers. The weather was 
excellent for the event. Many people made deals for a special item that they had to have. I received many 
positive comments about the Big Chef food truck. The food was very good and the folks running the truck 
were very friendly and accommodating. They sincerely appreciated all of the food orders that they served. 
Thanks to our Activities committee, Maria KQ4JJV and John KK4MTF for their work on the event and to 
all that helped out in various areas. Now the planning begins for next year’s event! 
 
At our April meeting, April 1st,  we will start our 50/50 fund raiser. Tickets will be 1 for $1 or 3 for $2. 
Please plan to participate to help us grow our funds. 
 
 Our K4GG repeater is still off the air, as we continue to use the County ARES MAN-8 repeater 147.195 (+) 
103.5 tone for our nets and local communications. We are still actively looking for a new building site for 
our system. Richard, K4RP, has done a lot of work on this for us with Paul White, K3UWY, assisting him. 
There will be an update at the April meeting. 
 
Chris, KB2ICN, continues to make improvements to our new website, but it is still a work in process. 
Thanks to Chris for all of his hard work and to Jack, WG9X, for his continuing help with the project. 
 
MARCI Treasurer, Jay, K0LJW, is still accepting dues payments for 2025, which can be done by mailing a 
check, PayPal on the website or handing him a check when you see him at a Wednesday lunch or a monthly 
meeting. If you are not renewed by March 31st you will have to file a new application to continue your 
membership. 
 
Our club operates two weekly nets, both on MAN-8. The MARCI information net on Sunday night at 7 pm 
and our MARCI traders net on Wednesday night at 8 pm. Tony, KB9A, and Peter, KA1WBE, put in a lot of 
time running these nets which provide a wealth of information. PLEASE check into them and support both 
Tony and Peter, our Net control operators. 
 
Please welcome new folks to our organization with a handshake and an introduction and offer to help them 
out where you can. 
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone at the monthly meeting 
 
73, Ken Olson K4KEO 
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From the Editor – Bill Miller, K9HXO  
Monthly Report for the April Meeting.  
 
MARCIFEST  
 
Here are a few pictures from the event: Since MARCIFEST was so close to the Radiowaves mailing, more 
coverage will be included with the May issue.  
 

 
MARCI Operations Tent 

 
Paul K3UWY 

 
Jay K0LJW And Maria KQ4JJV 

 
Jim W4MAN 

 
Pete KA1WBE and Sue KQ4RNZ 

 
Ray K2DEE 

 
KO4OSK and WO7T 

 
Tom KX4XH 

 
Nate N8RVD 

   

 
Kay T. and Emily W4ERO  

Steve W4OEP & Sheila KQ4TFM  

 
Brian N4BB and Paul K3UWY 
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If you want to submit equipment for sale, please give me the make and model and asking price of the items 
plus photos of each.  
  
 An excellent website for looking up available calls, applications, and call sign information is 
https://www.radioqth.net. You may also search the FCC database by going to their Universal Licensing 
System website at https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp.  
  
Ham Radio Lunch Bunch at IHOP restaurant  

  
  
Join these great folks at the Ham Radio Lunch every Wednesday at 11:30 AM. It is at IHOP, 6320 State 
Rd. 64 East, Bradenton. It is located about ½ mile west of I-75.   
  
Attention Ladies! The first Wednesday of each month is “Ladies’ Day.” A special table is available for all 
the ladies attending. Note the ladies who attended October 2nd. Ladies may come every week, of course!  
Please note that you do NOT have to have a ham radio license to attend the lunch!  
    
MARCI Facebook Page  
  
Check out our MARCI Facebook page at  https://www.facebook.com/groups/966175460080399.  
 
 “Swap & Drop” Table at Our April Monthly Meeting  
  
Bring items to the meeting that you are no longer using that may be of use to other MARCI members. 
Put your items on the “Swap & Drop” table at the back of the meeting room.  
 
73,  
Bill Miller, K9HXO  

  

https://www.radioqth.net/
https://www.radioqth.net/
https://www.radioqth.net/
https://www.radioqth.net/
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp
https://www.facebook.com/groups/966175460080399
https://www.facebook.com/groups/966175460080399
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From the Treasurer – Jay Willever, K0LJW 
 
Jay Willever, K0LJW, Treasurer, announced that there are currently 138 members of MARCI.  Jay gave 
the Financial Report for Mach, 2025. The new format of the report was well received as easier to follow.  

Important!: There are 32 members still to pay dues for 2025 as of the March meeting. The Deadline is 
TODAY, March 31, 2025. Those members in arrears by the deadline will forfeit their right to vote in the 
upcoming elections scheduled for May, 2025. 

A motion was made and seconded to accept the report. 

73,  
Jay Willever, K0LJW 

From the Secretary - Elizabeth Raucci, KQ4NAD  
MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING MINUTES – March 4, 2025  

  
The meeting was held at Bible Baptist Church, Bradenton, FL 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Ken Olson, K4KEO, President, and was followed by the Flag 
Salute and Pledge of Allegiance. The attendance was 38. 
 
Returning Member: William S. McConnell, N9US, was approved for membership by the BOD. Welcome 
back Bill! 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Education Committee: Paul White, K3UWY, the new chairman of the Education Committee, announced that 
he will present educational topics via a one-hour ZOOM session on the 3rd Tuesday of every month.  
 
Entertainment Committee: Maria LaFond, KQ4JJV, Chairperson, announced that a new member, John 
Hartman, KQ4MTF, has joined the Entertainment Committee. She also announced that this year’s 
MARCIFEST is being held March 29th at the Bible Baptist Church. Dawson Blackmore, N1IAC, and Pete 
Jarosik, KA1WBE, have distributed flyers. NOTE: This issue of RADIOWAVES comes out after the event. 
Extensive follow-up for this year’s MARCIFEST will be published in the May issue. 
 
Public Relations Committee: Chairperson Lou Raniszewski, KD2LFR, reported that the committee would 
be discussing ideas for new membership, retention of members, and how to keep members active. 
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OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Ken Olson reported that the repeater tower is unusable, but that the repeater was not damaged. There is a 70 
percent chance the club will not be able to reuse the current location. Richard Plotkin is actively looking for 
a new location for the repeater.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Educational Presentation – Richard Plotkin, K8RWQ gave a wonderfully informative presentation on 60 
Meter Operation. Richard had some technical difficulties, but his presentation was well received, and 
attendees got the gist. 
  
If members are interested in making a future presentation, give your information and topic to the Activities 
Committee Chair, Maria Lafond, KQ4JJV.  
 
A Motion and Second to Adjourn was made and the meeting ended at 8:20 pm. 
 

Educational Presentations 
InteresJng themes from Paul White, K3UWY. 
 
Paul is MARCI’s head of the Educational Committee. Last September he spoke at our monthly club meeting 
on the basics of POTA operation. 
 
On the 3rd Tuesday of each month Paul will continue to host zoom gatherings as he continues a series of 
educational programs for ham radio. The zoom link for next Tuesday evening is   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86583993920?pwd=2bn1aRxvikp9Ig8c6uUAkziZVE9rhX.1. 

Here is the list of his proposed presentations for the next several months: 
 
April - Propagation and online tools to determine which bands work best at each time of the day 

May - Operating FT8 

June - Field Day Operations (just in time for 2025 Field Day on June 28, 29) 

July - Ham Clock operation, hardware, and software and how to set up and use most effectively 

August - Antennas, feedlines, Baluns, Radials, best HOA antenna options, SWR implications, NVIS, and 
more 

September - Antenna modeling 

October - RF measurements and the proper tools, including NanoVNA, TinySA, signal generators, power 
meters, and typical station measurements 

November - SWR, reflection coefficient, mismatch loss, return loss (all can be computed from any of the 
others), what is acceptable for good operating performance, antenna tuners, and a review of the Smith Chart 

December - Dealing with manmade electrical noise...it is everywhere in a modern ham station environment! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86583993920?pwd=2bn1aRxvikp9Ig8c6uUAkziZVE9rhX.1
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January 2026 - HF/ VHF, and UHF mobile operational considerations 

February 2026 - Satellite operations 

 

Ham Shack of the Month    
Editor’s Plea: Few members are submitting “Shack of the Month” photos for placement in Radiowaves. 
Please consider sharing your ‘Shack’ by emailing me your photos and a description of your operation. 
There were no submissions for this column for April, 2025. 
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Geoff’s Puzzle of the Month 

 

  



MARCI Radiowaves Newsletter  Page 9 of 12  April 2025    

Items for Sale  
Bill McConnell  
  

For these items, contact Noah Olson, W4NKO (941) 713-5451 or 
NKOlson08@gmail.com  

  

Baypac BP-2M and BP-1 Modems  

The model BP-2M Multimode modem - all the features of the BP-2 plus  
Multimode capability using a wide range of shareware and commercial software. 
You can now use SSTV, WEFAX, AMTOR, RTTY, CW, APRS, TCP/IP, and a host 
of other modes. Also included are install disks for HamCom and JVFAX. Cables 
included.  

Also included is a BP-1 modem and software. Asking $60.00  

    
Autek Research QF-1A Audio Filter  
  
Used but in like-new condition. Comes with Instructions.  
  
Asking $180.00  
   

  
  
Peter Jarosik – KA1WBE - (941) 580-8696  
  

VECTOR-VID DC Power Supply This is only a 6-amp max supply. It is used for  
bench testing and radio projects. It is adjustable from 0 to 30 volts and 
current from 0 to 6 amps. Asking $50.00.  

   
  

Radio Shack Power and SWR meter covers 3-30 MHz.  
Asking $30.00  
  

 
  
Swan PS 10 Power supply with built in speaker This is a 10 Amp supply for a 2 
meter or 440 radio It can be used with low power H.F. radios too! Asking $35.00 
for It.   
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(941-224-0400) Email - Mympmarsha@Yahoo.Com. Marsha will appreciate getting multiple orders. 
Contact her for details.  

 VE Exam Sessions  
 
When you’re ready to take the Technician, General or Amateur Extra license exams, you may take them 
locally.  

The sessions are held the third Saturday of the month, every 2 months. The next session will be Saturday, 
April 19, 2025. Please note that testing starts promptly at 9:00 a.m.  
  
Location:   

Bible Baptist Church of Bradenton   
2113 57th St E  
Bradenton, FL 34208  
Contact: James E. Woodson  
(941) 301-8703  
  
Sponsor: Manatee Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  

Websites of Interest  
Our MARCI website: Manatee-ARC.org  
  
The ARES website: MCESG.org  
  
Manatee County Public Safety: https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety  
  
SKYWARN: https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/  
  
ARRL: ARRL.ORG  

  
M ARCI Polo   Shirt s   

    
For Polo Shirts with  embroidered  MARCI patches contact  Marsha Littlefield  –   

http://manatee-arc.org/
http://manatee-arc.org/
http://manatee-arc.org/
http://manatee-arc.org/
http://mcesg.org/
http://mcesg.org/
http://mcesg.org/
https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety
https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety
https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/
https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/
https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/
http://arrl.org/
http://arrl.org/
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Club Meetings  
Monthly MARCI Club MeeJng  
  
General membership meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month (except July) at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Bible Baptist Church located at 2113 57th St E, Bradenton, FL 34208. The next general membership 
meeting will be on Tuesday, April 1st. Remember to bring items that you are no longer using but may 
still be of use to other MARCI members, to the “Swap & Drop” table at the back of the meeting room. 
You may find something that you’d really like to have for use in your shack!  
  
Monthly MARCI Board of Directors MeeJng  
 
The monthly MARCI Board of Directors (BOD) meeting is held at the Living Lord Lutheran Church on the 
third Thursday of every month at 7:00 p.m. If you have any business to be brought to the Board, please 
contact one of the MARCI Board members.   
 
Monthly ARES MeeJng  
  
General ARES membership meetings are held on the 4th Tuesday of each month. The next regular general 
membership meeting will be on Tuesday, April 22nd at 7 p.m., at the Bible Baptist Church of Bradenton, 
2113 57th St. E, Bradenton, FL 34208.  

  
Clubs and Other Nets  

MARCI Info Net  Sunday 7:00 p.m.  147.195 - 103.5 Hz  
ARES Net  Monday 7:00 p.m.              147.195 - 103.5 Hz  
MARCI Traders Net  Wednesday 8:00 p.m.  147.195 - 103.5 Hz  
Manatee SKYWARN Net  Thursday 8:00 p.m.  147.195 - 103.5 Hz  
WCF Eagle Net (Local NTS Net)  Nightly 8:30 p.m.  145.43 - 100 Hz or   

442.95 + 100 Hz  
WCF Technical Net (tech assistance)  Thursday 9:00 p.m.  145.43 - 100 Hz or   

442.95 + 100 Hz  
  
Please participate in the nets on the county repeater.  
Our Manatee Amateur Radio Club Net meets every Sunday night at 7 p.m. on the County repeater – 
KM4EC, MAN-8, which is at 147.195 RX and 147.795 TX with a negative offset and 103.5 tone. It 
is an excellent opportunity to learn about all the fun amateur radio activities that are happening in our 
club and across our ham radio community.  
  
Our Club Net on Sunday night is often poorly attended. The club has over 135 members. Please consider 
taking 20 minutes out of your Sunday evening to check into our MARCI club net!  
  
On Monday evenings, you can drop in on the Manatee County Amateur Radio Emergency Service 
(ARES) Nets at 7 p.m. These are a bit more tactical and an easy way to improve your operating skills.  
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On Thursday evenings at 8 p.m., we host the National Weather Service SKYWARN Net. Everyone is 
interested in the weather and SKYWARN is an easy way for you to contribute to this popular public 
service program. The National Weather Service SKYWARN Storm Spotter Program website is 
weather.gov/SKYWARN.  
  
The Regional Nets are on NI4CE on 145.430 and 442.950. The Eagle Net, the National Traffic System 
Traffic Net, is on every night at 8:30 p.m. Whether you are interested in "Traffic Handling" or not, 
everyone is welcome to check in and enjoy putting your radio to good use. They also host the regional 
SKYWARN Net on Tuesdays at 9 p.m.  
  
The ARRL West Central Florida Technical Net is a very popular and informal activity held every 
Thursday at 9 p.m. or immediately after the end of the Eagle Net should that net run a little late.  
  
With so many opportunities to listen in and participate, you are sure to meet new folks and discover 
many more of the interesting ways to use and enjoy your amateur radio license!  
 

https://www.weather.gov/SKYWARN
https://www.weather.gov/SKYWARN

