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From the President of MARCI – Ken Olson, K4KEO   
 

I am doing my President’s report for July early so that Radiowaves can be on the street before July 1st .  

 

First off, I want to thank Bill Miller, K9HXO, for his service to the club as Vice-President. Bill has done a 

fine job, and we are grateful. Taking over for Bill is Liz Raucci. She will be a great asset to the club as well. 

 

We want to remind everyone that there is NO monthly meeting in July. We will meet at Anne Borsari’s home 

on the 19th  for our annual Summer Social Picnic. 

 

I am planning on attending Field-Day at Cedar Hammock Fire. John, KK4MTF, has done a great job in 

finding this great location and coordinating the event. Thanks to Pete KA1WBE for his assistance in 

working with John. This should be a great time for all. Hopefully, we’ll have a good turnout of members. 

 

We are now into our second month of hurricane season. Please plan ahead, make sure you are prepared for 

whatever might occur. 

 

Latest update on our K4GG repeater: 

I have nothing new to report at this time. We note that the repeater is providing good coverage. I have not 

heard a lot of activity on it. From my observations, it appears to have coverage similar to the apartment 

building site. Richard, K4RP, and Paul, K3UWY, are very involved in working to locate a good permanent 

site for the system. We should have an update from them at the picnic. 

 

We will continue to use MAN-8 for our scheduled Nets until our repeater is in a permanent new home. 

Regarding MAN-8, the repeater was moved to a new site last month. It is on a new County tower fairly close 

to the old location. It has much better coverage as the antenna is at 240’. Check it out! 

 

Our next regular meeting will be on August 5th at 7 p.m. at Bible Baptist Church. Hope to see you there. 

 

At the August meeting, we will continue our 50/50 fund raiser. Tickets will be 1 for $1.00 or 6 for $5.00. 

Please plan to participate to help us grow our funds. 

 

Remember that MARCI operates two weekly nets, both on MAN-8. The MARCI Information Net is on 

Sunday night at  p.m. and our MARCI Traders Net is on Wednesday night at 8 p.m. PLEASE check into 

them to support Tony, KB9A, and Peter, KA1WBE, our Net control operators. Tony and Pete put in a lot of 

time running these nets and provide a wealth of information. 

 

Our current membership stands at 127. We continue to have new folks interested in getting licensed and 

joining MARCI. I’d like to welcome our newest member, Kay Torralva, with congratulations for passing 

both her Technician and General exams at the VE session last month. She had been working very diligently 

studying and has been attending our meetings and lunches! 

 

Please welcome new folks to our organization at lunch or the meeting with a handshake and an introduction 

and offer to help them out where you can. Rember our weekly lunch is at IHOP on SR64 near I-75 every 
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Wednesday. We meet for conversation at 11:30 a.m. and the food order is taken at noon. Plan to join us for 

food and fellowship! 

73,  

Ken Olson, K4KEO 

    

From the Editor – Bill Miller, K9HXO   
Monthly Report for the June Meeting 

 

Board Change: As Secretary, Dawson Blackmore, N1IAC, takes over for Elizabeth Raucci, KQ4NAD. 

As Vice-president, Elizabeth Raucci, KQ4NAD, takes over for Bill Miller, K9HXO. 

 

Please welcome the following individuals who were approved for membership at the Board of Directors  

meeting in June: Warren Lee, Jr, KF4AVK, Jonathan Kirell, KB2JAK, and Sheila Hascall, KA4S. Welcome 

Packets have been sent to the above 3 members by the secretary. 

 

Equipment for Sale? 

If you want to submit equipment for sale, please give me the make and model and asking price of the items 

plus photos of each.   

   

Reference Information 

An excellent website for looking up available calls, applications, and call sign information is 

https://www.radioqth.net. You may also search the FCC database by going to their Universal Licensing 

System website at https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp.   

   

Ham Radio Lunch Bunch at IHOP Restaurant   

   
   

https://www.radioqth.net/
https://www.radioqth.net/
https://www.radioqth.net/
https://www.radioqth.net/
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp
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Join these great folks at the Ham Radio Lunch every Wednesday at 11:30 a.m.. It is at IHOP, 6320 State Rd. 

64 East, Bradenton. It is located about ½ mile west of I-75.    

   

Attention Ladies! The first Wednesday of each month is “Ladies’ Day.” A special table is available for all 

the ladies attending. Note the ladies who attended October 2nd. Ladies may come every week, of course!   

Please note that you do NOT have to have a ham radio license to attend the lunch!   

 

Ham Shack of the Month     

 

Few members are submitting “Shack of the Month” photos for placement in Radiowaves.  

Please consider sharing your ‘Shack’ by emailing me your photos and a description of your operation.  

    

MARCI Facebook Page    

Check out our MARCI Facebook page at  https://www.facebook.com/groups/966175460080399.   

  

 “Swap & Drop” Table at Our July Monthly Meeting   

   

Bring items to the meeting that you are no longer using that may be of use to other MARCI members. Put 

your items on the “Swap & Drop” table at the back of the meeting room.   

 

73,   

Bill Miller, K9HXO  

From the Treasurer – Jay Willever, K0LJW  
  

Jay Willever, K0LJW, Treasurer, announced that there are currently 126 members of MARCI.  Jay gave the 

Financial Report for June 2025, and it was approved.  Please note that since ARRL requires all VE testing to 

be computerized as of January 1, 2026. He also reported that a donation was made by Joe Callaghan, N4QC, 

to be used for Field Day. 

  

Respectfully submitted,   

Jay Willever, K0LJW  

From the Secretary – Dawson Blackmore, N1IAC  

  
MANATEE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES – June 3rd, 2025 

The meeting was held at Bible Baptist Church, Bradenton, FL 

 

The meeting was called to order at 19:02 hours by Ken Olson, K4KEO, President. 

Flag Salute and Pledge of Allegiance. 

Attendance: 36 of 124 total members. 

Introductions: Members of the Board of Directors were announced and identified themselves. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/966175460080399
https://www.facebook.com/groups/966175460080399
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Attendees identified themselves with their call signs. 

NEW MEMBER: Voted on at the May, 2025 Board of Directors Meeting: 

Nathan Negosa, KC6LEO. 

GUESTS: 

Kay Torralva 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT: A motion to accept the minutes as communicated via 

email and published in Radiowaves was made and seconded. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Finance Committee: Richard Plotkin K4RP, chairman, 

NO Report. 

 

Education Committee: Paul White, K3UWY, chairman, announced that his latest one-hour ZOOM session 

will be held on the 3rd Tuesday of this month, at 19:00 hours. This month’s topic will be announced later. 

Paul is currently in Texas, but Zoom sessions are well received, 

 

Technical Committee: Ed Skalecki, NI4MX, chairman, 

Nothing to report. 

 

Activities Committee: John Hartman, KQ4MTF, chairman, 

1) Presentation to the Unitarian Church on FCC Part 97 well received. 

2) Reminded members of the upcoming Social at Ann Borsari’s home. Side dishes are being 

sought, with the club providing Hot Dogs and Burgers. 

3) Field Day: it was stated that volunteers are needed to sign up to assist with the event, it cannot be done 

with just a couple people doing all the work necessary to make this event a success. As a result, we are still 

looking for a location. A couple of suggestions are: 

a. Skyway Bridge Rest Area. This area will have 24-hour security as well as restroom facilities. 

b. Fort Hammer Boat Ramp. This area will only have Dusk to Dawn availability. 

c. American Legion Post 75. A member stated he will inquire to check availability of this area at their 

upcoming Officer’s meeting. 

d. Palmetto Fire District, no further info available at this time. 

 

Public Relations Committee: Lou Raniszewski, KD2LFR, chairman, 

The only report at this time is a brochure, in draft mode, explaining what MARCI does. Further information 

will follow.  

 

Youth Committee: Noah Olson, W4NKO, chairman, 

Fox Hunt is still being planned. 

 

Bylaws: Jack Ham, WG9X, and Paul White, K3UWY, Co- chairmen, report that the current draft is 

completed and will be sent to members for comments and suggestions. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 
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REPEATER, Harold stated that the K4GG loaner repeater was installed in West Bradenton with good 

coverage. It is currently on a 105-foot tower, and we are still looking for a permanent home. The current 

location seems to be working with good coverage. A picture was passed around showing the current antenna 

configuration. It was also noted that the current configuration does not have any lightning protection. The 

Board of Directors should discuss how to handle this issue. 

 

VE testing “kiosk”: Four computers will be. purchased with setup to start the Kiosk 

testing. 

 

MAN8 was moved to a new location with good coverage. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

No new business 

 

PRESENTATION: 

Brian, from the Crime Prevention Task Force, sponsored by Protech Safety 

and Security Equipment, Inc. 

 

He presented his experience in the military and public safety areas with extensive 

information on various criminal activities currently being done and how to 

prevent them from you being the “Victim”. 

 

Brochures were provided covering the following high points, as well as the 

items being discussed available for purchase at discounted prices. 

1. Identity Theft: how thieves can get your information from mail not being 

shredded correctly and removing BAR CODES from various medicine 

bottles and credit card mailers. 

2. Auto Theft: reminded everyone to lock your vehicles, remove keys even if 

only leaving for a couple minutes and remove valuables and weapons. 

3. Reminded everyone not to drive through what appears to be just a small amount of water on the roads. It 

could be deeper than thought. Also, he suggested everyone have in their vehicles a tool to cut seat belt and 

break windows in an emergency. A small flashlight/window punch/seat belt cutter was presented. 

4. Home Security: everyone was also reminded to lock your home’s doors as burglars look for people who 

just go for a short walk and leave their houses open. A suggested locking device was shown to be used on 

sliding doors. Also, a passive alarm was shown that uses room air pressure changes that will activate and 

alert you of someone trying to enter your house. 

5. Personal Safety: a container of PEPPER SPRAY, at law enforcement level was shown that can be used if 

you are attacked. 

6. Hotel Travel Safety: a device was shown that can be used to block entry doors and alert you if someone 

tries to enter the room. 

7. GUNS: we were reminded that people having guns in their house are more prone to have the weapons 

used against them by the bad actors out there. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• The inaugural 50/50 drawing was held with the winner being Emily Olson, who is taking home $51.00! 

• ‘Swap and Drop’ table available in the rear of the room at all meetings. 
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• Lunch tomorrow at IHOP on State Road 64. Ladies Day is the first Wednesday of the month! 

• Still need a “RADIOWAVES” editor. See any Board Member if you are 

interested. 

 

COMMENTS/QUESTIONS: Ken Olson solicited questions and/or comments from 

the floor 

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn and seconded. 

Meeting was adjourned at 20:24 hours. 

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, August 5th at 19:00 hours, Bible Baptist Church. 

 

Bring single dollar bills to participate in the 50/50 raffle. 1 ticket for $1.00, 6 tickets for $5.00. 6 ticket limit. 

 

NEXT VE TESTING: June 21st, 2025 at 09:00 hours 

 

Foxhunt: To be determined, 2025 

ANNUAL PICNIC/Social Day: July, 2025 

Christmas Party: December 2, 2025 at Peridia 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dawson Blackmore, Jr. N1IAC 
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ARRL Field Day 
 

This year’s field day was held at 53rd Ave & 66th St W, behind Cedar Hammock Fire Station #3 at Fort 

Rescue. Here are a few early pictures of some of the participants. More details and more pictures will be 

included in next month’s issue of Radiowaves. 

If you know the names and call signs of those pictured this month, please let us know so we can identify 

them in next month’s updated Field Day section. Thank you. 

 

 

Ken Olson, K4KEO, MARCI President, setting up the antennas. 
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Bill Miller, K9HXO, Radiowaves Editor, in the dark blue shirt, logging contacts. 
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Harry Rensel, KF4CFZ, observing Jack Ham, WG9X, in dark blue shirts, at the far end of the table. 
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Puzzle of the Month – Geoff Haines, N1GY  
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Items for Sale   
Bill McConnell   

   

For these items, contact Noah Olson, W4NKO (941) 713-5451 or  

NKOlson08@gmail.com   
   

Baypac BP-2M and BP-1 Modems   

The model BP-2M Multimode modem - all the features of the BP-2 plus   
Multimode capability using a wide range of shareware and commercial software. 
You can now use SSTV, WEFAX, AMTOR, RTTY, CW, APRS, TCP/IP, and a host 
of other modes. Also included are install disks for HamCom and JVFAX. Cables 
included.   

Also included is a BP-1 modem and software. Asking $60.00   

   
 

Autek Research QF-1A Audio Filter   

   

Used but in like-new condition. Comes with Instructions.   

   

Asking $180.00   

    

   

   

Peter Jarosik – KA1WBE - (941) 580-8696   

   

Kenwood R +600 communications receiver  

 

Asking $175.00   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Radio Shack Power and SWR meter covers 3-30 MHz.   

 

Asking $30.00   
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Drake W-4 Wattmeter 

 

Asking $100 

  
   

Swan PS-10 Power supply with built in speaker This is a 10 Amp supply for 

a 2 meter or 440 radio It can be used with low power H.F. radios too! Asking 

$35.00 for It.    

 

 

MARCI Polos 

 

 
 

 

For Polo Shirts with embroidered MARCI patches contact Marsha Littlefield – (941-224-0400) Email - 

Mympmarsha@Yahoo.Com. Marsha will appreciate getting multiple orders. Contact her for details. 

 

VE Exam Sessions   
  

When you’re ready to take the Technician, General or Amateur Extra license exams, you may take them 

locally. The sessions are sponsored by the Manatee Amateur Radio Club, Inc. and are held on the third 

Saturday of the month, every 2 months. The next session will be Saturday, August 16th, 2025. Please note 

that testing starts promptly at 9:00 a.m.   

Location:    

Bible Baptist Church of Bradenton    

2113 57th St E   

Bradenton, FL 34208   

Contact: James E. Woodson   

(941) 301-8703   

   

mailto:Mympmarsha@Yahoo.Com
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Websites of Interest   
Our MARCI website: Manatee-ARC.org   

   

The ARES website: MCESG.org   

   

Manatee County Public Safety: https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety   

   

SKYWARN: https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/   

   

ARRL: ARRL.ORG   

 

Club Meetings   

Monthly MARCI Club Meeting   

   

Important note: There is no General membership meeting in July. For all the other months, meetings  

are held on the first Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the Bible Baptist Church located at  

2113 57th St E., Bradenton, FL 34208. The next general membership meeting will be on Tuesday,  

August 5th. Remember to bring items that you are no longer using but may still be of use to other MARCI 

members, to the “Swap & Drop” table at the back of the meeting room. You may find something that 

you’d really like to have for use in your shack!   

   

Monthly MARCI Board of Directors Meeting   

  

The monthly MARCI Board of Directors (BOD) meeting is held at the Living Lord Lutheran Church on the 

third Thursday of every month at 7:00 p.m. If you have any business to be brought to the Board, please 

contact one of the MARCI Board members.    

  

Monthly ARES Meeting   

   

General ARES membership meetings are held on the 4th Tuesday of each month (there is no meeting in 

July). The next regular general membership meeting will be on Tuesday, August 26th at 7 p.m., at the 

Manatee County Public Safety Center, 2101 47th Terrace E, Bradenton, FL 34203. 

  

  

http://manatee-arc.org/
http://manatee-arc.org/
http://mcesg.org/
http://mcesg.org/
http://mcesg.org/
https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety
https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety
https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/
https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/
https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/
http://arrl.org/
http://arrl.org/
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Clubs and Other Nets 
 

MARCI Info Net   Sunday 8:00 p.m. – (note 

the new time) 

147.195 - 103.5 Hz   

ARES Net   Monday 7:00 p.m.             147.195 - 103.5 Hz   

MARCI Traders Net   Wednesday 8:00 p.m.   147.195 - 103.5 Hz   

Manatee SKYWARN Net   Thursday 8:00 p.m.   147.195 - 103.5 Hz   

WCF Eagle Net (Local NTS Net)   Nightly 8:30 p.m.   145.43 - 100 Hz or    

442.95 + 100 Hz   

WCF Technical Net (tech assistance)   Thursday 9:00 p.m.   145.43 - 100 Hz or    

442.95 + 100 Hz   

   
Please participate in the nets on the county repeater.   
Our Manatee Amateur Radio Club Net meets every Sunday night at 8 p.m. on the County repeater, – 

KM4EC, MAN-8, which is at 147.195 RX and 147.795 TX with a negative offset and 103.5 tone. It is an 

excellent opportunity to learn about all the fun amateur radio activities that are happening in our club and 

across our ham radio community.   

   

Our Club Net on Sunday night is often poorly attended. The club has over 120 active members. Please 

consider taking 20 minutes out of your Sunday evening to check into our MARCI club net!   

   

On Monday evenings, you can drop in at the Manatee County Amateur Radio Emergency Service  

(ARES) Nets at 7 p.m. These are a bit more tactical and an easy way to improve your operating skills.   

  

On Thursday evenings at 8 p.m., we host the National Weather Service SKYWARN Net. Everyone is 

interested in the weather and SKYWARN is an easy way for you to contribute to this popular public 

service program. The National Weather Service SKYWARN Storm Spotter Program website is 

weather.gov/SKYWARN.   

   

The Regional Nets are on NI4CE on 145.430 and 442.950. The Eagle Net, the National Traffic System 

Traffic Net, is on every night at 8:30 p.m. Whether you are interested in "Traffic Handling" or not, everyone 

is welcome to check in and enjoy putting your radio to good use. They also host the regional SKYWARN 

Net on Tuesdays at 9 p.m.   

   

The ARRL West Central Florida Technical Net is a very popular and informal activity held every Thursday 

at 9 p.m. or immediately after the end of the Eagle Net should that net run a little late.   

   

With so many opportunities to listen in and participate, you are sure to meet new folks and discover many 

more of the interesting ways to use and enjoy your amateur radio license!   

  

https://www.weather.gov/SKYWARN
https://www.weather.gov/SKYWARN

