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Membership Renewal Drive

It’s already 2026 and it’s time to renew our membership.  On behalf of the Treasurer, we’d like to provide you 
with all the info you’ll need to renew. Thank you so much for your continuous support. We look forward to 
providing more fun activities for you, the membership, in 2026. 

$25 individual membership
$5 for each additional licensed member of the household

We will accept a check payable to: MARCI
Mail to:
POBOX 1823
Oneco Florida 34264

To pay over PayPal, please visit our website under the membership page. Remember that a transactions fee is 
included.

https://manatee-arc.org

To pay in cash, please attend the monthly meeting.

If you have any changes to your contact information or new call sign, please let us know.

From the Editor – John Hartman, KQ4MTF

This month’s main article was contributed by Kay Torralva (KR4EUA), our club Treasurer.  In December she 
visited Texas as part of her work, and had an opportunity to meet the local hams.  We would like to welcome 
features such as this from all of our members. Wether you’re a snow bird, taking a vacation, or visiting your ham 
friends on the other side of the state, we’d love to read the story.

Generally speaking, if you have an interesting story to tell, please consider its potential as an article in our 
newsletter. The editor (ahem, me), will happily assist in its writing and presentation.

We would like to announce the return of a few items this month. We have our puzzle once again. And the minutes 
of our last general meeting are available for your approval.

As a reminder to our readers and contributors, the email address for our newsletter is 
k4gg.newsletter@gmail.com.  Please direct your correspondence to this email.  Letters to the Editor, article 
ideas, fully written articles, regular contributions or even pictures of your cat making a QSO are welcome.

From the President of MARCI – Ken Olson, K4KEO 

February is right around the corner and our monthly meeting will be on Tuesday the 3rd, hoping to see everyone 
that is able to attend. Our program for the evening is “Basic radio info for the new ham” being done by Peter 
KA1WBE and myself. If anyone has a suggestion for a meeting presentation, please let me or John know.
John Hartman KQ4MTF is doing a fine job as the new Radiowaves editor. Please give him any assistance that you 
can.
Planning is under way for MARCIFest, we will have a sign-up sheet at the upcoming meeting. Please sign up for 
a job as many hands make light work for all.
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We are also beginning the planning for field day in June, hoping to be at the Cedar Hammock fire facility again 
this year.
Update on our K4GG repeater:
Our repeater trustee Harry, KF4CFZ has not received any response from FASMA regarding our application for a 
new frequency pair for our repeater. He has been in email contact with them and received nothing but canned 
responses. Harry will be putting the repeater on the air with the new frequencies very soon.
 We will continue to use MAN-8 at for our scheduled Nets. 
During our January meeting, Amy Olson did a presentation on AED operation and CPR. Our AED will be in a 
wall mounted cabinet in our meeting room as soon as the church maintenance man can get it installed.
At the meeting we are continuing our 50/50 fund raiser. Tickets will be 1 for $1 or 6 for $5. Please plan to 
participate to help us grow our funds.
Remember that MARCI operates two weekly nets, both on MAN-8. The MARCI information net on Sunday night 
at 7 pm and our MARCI traders net on Wednesday night at 8 pm. Tony & Pete put in a lot of time on running 
these nets and provide a wealth of information. PLEASE check into these nets to support Tony KB9A and Peter 
KA1WBE our Net control operators.
Our current membership stands at 132, put out the word that our great club is looking to welcome new members.
Please welcome new folks to our organization at lunch or the meeting with a handshake and an introduction and 
offer to help them out where you can.
Remember our weekly lunch at IHOP on SR64 near I-75 every Wednesday. We meet for conversation at 11:30 am 
and the food order is taken at noon. Plan to join us for food and fellowship!

73, Ken Olson K4KEO

From the Officers 

The Treasurer (Kay Torralva, KR4EUA)
The Financial Reports for November and December were given at the January meeting. The report was approved 
by the 32 attending members. A few notable items: we currently have a membership of 132. 
Kay reported that we have 132 members.  We also continue to offer the 50/50 drawing at each meeting.

The Secretary (Dawson Blackmore, N1IAC)
The minutes from our January meeting are provided near the end of this month’s newsletter.

Committee Reports

The following committee chairs have provided us with updates for this month’s issue.  Please refer to our website 
for a complete list of official committee chairs.

Activities Committee:  John Hartman (KQ4MTF), chair
We’re preparing for MARCIFest. This year, we intend to prepare and serve our own food and beverages, instead 
of hiring a food truck. We will be setting up at the club site, similar layout as last year. We are looking for 
volunteers to arrive by 8AM so we can fill such roles as ticket takers, and parking guides. 

We’re still looking for an assistant chair for the Activities Committee. The only job requirement is that you have a 
bit of time during the week, during office hours, to assist in arranging presentations for our club meetings.
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Technical / Education Committee  :    Paul White (K3UWY), chair
From the Editor: Paul gave a great presentation on Receive Antennas, in his zoom session in January. As he has 
mentioned via email and at the most recent meeting, the time has changed. He’s now presenting on the third 
Monday of the month at 8pm. The next session is on the 16th of February, and the topic shall be “RF 
measurements, test equipment, and methodologies for Amateur Radio.”

All members are encouraged to sign in and enjoy the session. If you’re not currently receiving your invitation, 
please email Paul at paulwhite2@icloud.com.

Other Committee Reports: 

We have several committee reports which were given at the monthly meeting. Details can be found in the minutes, 
attached at the end of the newsletter.

MARCI Radiowaves Newsletter  Page 4 of 12  January 2026   



From Florida to Texas: Finding Ham Radio on the Road 
By Kay Torralva KR4EUA

For the past five years, I’ve traveled from Florida to Winnsboro, Texas each December 
to visit friends. Last year, while attending the downtown Christmas parade, I noticed 
the local amateur radio club WC5TX participating. At the time, I wasn’t licensed yet 
and didn’t have a chance to connect-but I told myself that next year would be different.

This year, it was.

After earning my amateur radio license, I made it a goal to connect with local hams 
during my visit. I tried reaching out by email without success, but after joining the 
club’s Facebook group, I learned they would be operating a booth at a Christmas 
market in nearby Mineola. As we prepared to leave, I turned on my HT and listened to 
the local repeater.

Unsure how well my radio was transmitting, I asked for a radio check. Ernie KB9LUW came back immediately 
and chatted with me. That brief exchange gave me confidence and made me even more excited to meet the club.

At the Christmas market-filled with lights, fake snow, and hot chocolate-I 
found the club’s booth and finally met the hams in person. They were 
welcoming and friendly and invited my friend and me to their Saturday 
morning coffee meetup at a local coffee shop in Quitman.

The next day, we joined them and learned more about the club. They are about 
five years old, with roughly 60 members, and are deeply involved in the 
community. They provide radio communications for the Christmas parade, 
operate a holiday market booth, and run a public outreach activity using 
simplex to let visitors talk to Santa over the radio. Last year, they also offered 
holiday radiograms, allowing visitors to write messages that club members 
sent the following Monday-doubling as hands-on training.

Hal KA5JHT shared a powerful reminder of amateur radio’s role in 
emergencies. During Hurricane Katrina, amateur radio volunteers relayed 
thousands of messages-up to 1,000 per day-helping families around the world 
learn their loved ones were safe.

While visiting, I checked into their Wednesday night net and quickly learned that every club operates differently. 
Their format was shorter and more informal than what I’m used to, but net control Hal kindly introduced me on 
the air, making me feel immediately included. I also stayed for the Elmer Net, led by Ernie KB9LUW, which 
focused on split operation. His clear explanation and short Q&A made the topic approachable and gave me a solid 
takeaway.

Before heading home, I attended their Christmas party, met more members and families, and officially joined the 
club. I enjoyed meeting several spouses who are also licensed hams and even met a ham Kuni KT4LKS whose 
mother is Japanese and who had lived in the same area where I attended college-a reminder of how small the 
world feels in amateur radio.

During the visit, I also spent time talking with my friend Kyle about my journey to becoming licensed. Her father 
had been a ham operator and has since passed away. I encouraged her to consider reclaiming her father’s call sign 
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as a way to honor his legacy and keep it alive. Since then, she has met local hams, started studying for her license, 
and-hopefully soon-will get on the air carrying her dad’s call sign.

At the coffee meetup, I mentioned Ham Weavers’ interest in remote operation, 
and Jeff N5OM shared how he uses Sonobus instead of Skype. Jeff had 
recently been out of state but checked into the local net as usual, sounding as 
if he were in town, which sparked ideas I couldn’t wait to bring back home.

This trip reminded me that amateur radio truly has no borders. A license, a 
local repeater, and a willingness to reach out can turn a visit into lasting 
connections. If you’re traveling, bring your radio-you never know who you’ll 

meet on the air. 

VE Exam Sessions 
 

When you’re ready to take the Technician, General or Amateur Extra license exams, you may take them locally. 
The sessions are sponsored by the Manatee Amateur Radio Club, Inc., and are held on the third Saturday of the 
month, every 2 months. The next session will be February 21st. 

Please be aware that beginning with the February test, we will be conducting them electronically. You will need to 
contact our exam coordinator in advance, with an assigned FRN number. This allows us to configure your test, 
having everything ready when you sit down at testing time. 

Testing starts promptly at 9:00 am. Also, please bring your FCC issued FRN number.

Location: 

Bible Baptist Church of Bradenton 
2113 57th St E 
Bradenton, FL 34208

Contact: Sheila Hascall can be reached at shascall@outlook.com. Please provide your name, FRN number, and 
contact information.

Websites of Interest 
Our MARCI website: Manatee-ARC.org 

The ARES website: MCESG.org 

Manatee County Public Safety: https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety 

SKYWARN: https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/ 

How to get your FRN: https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/html/Register_New_FRN.htm

ARRL: ARRL.ORG 

HamCation: https://www.hamcation.com/
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Clubs and Other Nets

MARCI Info Net Sunday 8:00 pm. – (note 

the new time)

147.195 + 103.5 Hz 

ARES Net Monday 7:00 pm.  147.195 + 103.5 Hz 

SERC Traders Net (Sarasota) Monday 8:00 pm  147.730 - 100.0 Hz 

MARCI Traders Net (Bradenton) Wednesday 8:00 pm. 147.195 + 103.5 Hz 

Manatee SKYWARN Net Thursday 8:00 pm. 147.195 +103.5 Hz 

WCF Eagle Net (Local NTS Net) Nightly 8:30 pm. 145.43 - 100 Hz or 

442.95 + 100 Hz 

WCF Technical Net (tech assistance) Thursday 9:00 pm. 145.43 - 100 Hz or 

442.95 + 100 Hz 

Mark Your Calendar!
The following upcoming events are noteworthy. Please mark your calendar for those items you find most 
important.

• Our upcoming MARCI meetings will be February 3rd followed by March 3rd

• Manatee County ARES/RACES meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month (January 27th, February 24th 
and March 24th are all upcoming)

• The Board of Directors of MARCI meet every 3rd Thursday of the month
• HamCation is February 13th through the 15th, in Orlando. Website link above
• The Marci Technical Presentation is on February 16th via Zoom
• Our upcoming license exam sessions are February 21st, and March 14th

• MARCIFest will be held on March 14th

Items for Sale
As readers may have noted, we have not had a “For Sale” section since last year’s final edition.  We’d like to 
determine the effectiveness of sales listings provided through Radiowaves.  Depending on this effectiveness, we 
may seek other methods of promulgating available items to the club members.

Peter Jarosik has provided us with a short inventory of items, many of which he has taken in consignment for the 
estates of silent keys. Please direct inquiries to ka1wbe@gmail.com for details on these items:

• KENWOOD 922L Legal limit Amplifier $900.00
• TEN-TEC Desk mic with stand and carry case $135.00 
• DENTROL JR. MONITOR Antenna Tuner $60.00
• SEC 1223 power supply $75.00
• DRAKE W-4 HF. Watt Meter $100.00
• SWAN 10 Amp Power Supply with built in spk $35.00 
• ICOM 718 Radio W/25 Amp Power Supply
• and MFJ AT-100 Tuner in a Box $600.00
• KENWOOD TS-570d HF Radio $600.00
• KENWOOD  TS-590 HF Radio with 6 meters Like New $900.00
• KENWOOD TS-520D with EXT. Speaker  and radio cover $ 325.00
• LDG AT-1000 PRO II Auto Tuner $ 450.00
• LDG AT-11 Auto Tuner $ 100.00

MARCI Radiowaves Newsletter  Page 7 of 12  January 2026   

mailto:ka1wbe@gmail.com


Minutes of the January General Membership Meeting

MANATEE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES – January 6th, 2026 

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH, BRADENTON, FL

Meeting called to order at @ 19:01 hours by Ken Olson (K4KEO), President 
Flag Salute and Pledge of Allegiance

ATTENDANCE TONIGHT: 32 of 132 total members, noted quorum present.
INTRODUCTIONS: 

BOD announced and identified themselves.
Attendees announced and identified themselves with their call signs.

NEW MEMBERS: 
Bruce Bragh ___________________________________________________ - W1UQN_______
Dan Chase____ _________________________________________________ - KA1SSM______

GUESTS: 

(No Guest)_____________________________________________________ - _____________
NET CONTROL:

Peter Jarosik (KA1WBE), MARCI Traders Net – Wednesday evenings, 8pm 
Tony Vasile (KB9A), MARCI Info Net – Sunday evenings, 8pm. 
Attendees reminded to please “Check In”

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  Presented by Liz Raucci (KA4NAD), Vice President
for Dawson Blackmore (N1IAC), Secretary, not attending due to work 

assignment 
Motion to accept the minutes as communicated via email and published in RADIOWaves, was 
made by Gilbert Hensley, Jr. (KQ4MAI) and seconded by Tony Vasile (KB9A).

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Kay Torralva (KR4EUA), Treasurer
Announced that there are currently 132 members of MARCI.  
Kay gave the Financial Report for November and December, 2025.
Question regarding the status of the Financials year end - are we better than or less than last year? 
After spirited discussion, it was decided we are in about the same shape as last year, with two 
outstanding checks and membership money still coming in and less spent this year on raffle prizes. 
Motion was made to accept the report as presented by KQ4MT, John Hartman, and seconded by 
Paul White, K3UWY.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Finance Committee:   Richard Plotkin (K4RP), chair
Nothing to report at present as he is out preparing for eye surgery tomorrow. 
Richard recently completed the Club Financial Audit as mandated and all was in order. He 
discussed several recommendations to make the audit more comprehensive in the future. 
Board will take his recommendations under advisement.

Activities Committee:  John Hartman (KQ4MTF), chair
FIELD DAY 2026

Announced Field Days are June 27th and 28th, 2026.  
There is a new Fire Chief, Joe Falcone, and John will check with him to see if we 
can return to Cedar Hammock Fire Rescue Training Center again this year. 
Another suggestion for a venue is  the new Fire House on Rye Road if  Cedar 
Hammock is not an option.  John will follow up. 
Pete Jarosik, KB9A, is already working on plans for this year’s Field Day. 

MARCIFest 2026
The  Food  Truck  (same  one  as  last  year)  has  been  secured  for  this  year’s 
MARCIFest, March 14th, 2026.  Contract to be signed.  
John will be passing around a list for volunteers at future meetings. 
It was mentioned that there are a few “Winter Field Days” being held this season. 
Also, Pete Jarosik, KB9A, advertised the Tampa Hamfest this Saturday, January 
12th on 22nd Street in Tampa - 8am-12pm, $5.00.  
Also, make your interest in Orlando HamCation be known so carpools can be 
arranged.   

Social Day (Picnic)
 Currently being worked on and will be held on July 18th at the Bible Baptist Church. 
 We are in need of an ‘activities committee assistant’ to help mostly with phone calls 
as John is now Editor of RadioWaves and has some other activities time constraints. 

Holiday Party 2026
Tentatively scheduled for December 1st Peridia. John and Dawson will work on new 
contract with Peridia banquet manager.

There is no presenter scheduled for February to date. 
Public Relations Committee:  Lou Raniszewski (KD2LFR), chair

Announced a new “public facing” Facebook page.  This is an additional avenue to get the  
HAM info out in the community.
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Nominating:  Jack Ham (WG9X), chair

Nothing to report.  
Jack announced that he will not be seeking reappointment for this position. 
The Nominating Committee will be reactivated within the next few weeks by the Board of 
Directors in order to present a slate of officers eligible for election in May, 2026. 

By-Laws:  Jack Ham (WG9X), chair
Nothing to report.  
Jack announced that he will not be seeking reappointment for this position. 

Education / Technical Committee:  Paul White (K3UWY), chair
Announced his next one-hour ZOOM session will now be held on the 3  rd   Monday   of the 
month, at 8 pm and going forward. 

This month’s topic will be a Q and A session on all the topics he presented over 2025. 
Please submit questions directly to Paul so he can close out last year’s topics. 
February’s topic will be “Test Equipment and Measurements - the main problem is power”. 
March is “SWR, Analyzers and Signal Generators”.  
Please submit additional topics for him to present to meet your interest; maybe “Tuners” in 
the future.  These presentations are available via ZOOM and open to anyone.  Tony Vasile, 
KB9A, mentioned that his school radio club members are interested in participating.

Youth Committee:  Noah Olson (W4NKO), chair 
Announced the Foxhunt will be held in the Spring.  He will work with the Activities 
Committee and Tony Vasile,  KB9A, to plan the events.   He has much of the needed 
equipment already.  Tony recently learned some pointers for the future while conducting his 
Fox Hunt last month with his student club at Manatee State Park.

OLD BUSINESS:

REPEATER: Harry Rensel (KF4CFZ), is ill this evening
Therefore, Ken gave the update.  Harry has applied to FASMA for a particular frequency 
and sent several reminders over the past three months, but has not received approval yet.  
We will activate the frequency ourselves at the site where it is currently located, even if we 
have not had a response from FASMA.  
Still need a computer to install Echolink.   
KM4EC is new county MAN-2 repeater.

VE testing:

Nothing new to report at this time.  
Next VE Session: February 15th, 9am at the Bible Baptist Church.  Test is Computerized 
from now on.  Awaiting VE Liaison information.

NEW BUSINESS:

No new business
PRESENTATION: 

Hands Free CPR and Portable AED Usage presented by Amy Olson, with assistance from Emily 
Olson, (W4ERO).  Presentation was very well received. The new portable AED will be mounted on 
the wall of our meeting room and is ready for use (but hopefully not!).

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

 The 50/50 drawing was held with the winner being Mike Wilcken (KC2CJI), who won $60.00 
which he immediately donated back to the club.  Thank you very much.

 ‘Swap and Drop’ table available in the rear of the room at all meetings. 
 Lunch tomorrow at IHOP on State Road 64.  It’s Ladies Day!!!
 There are MARCI tumblers available for purchase for $10.00 each. 
 There is 1 MARCI patch available for purchase for $20.00 
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COMMENTS/QUESTIONS:  questions and/or comments were solicited from the floor.
 1 Club logo patch is available for purchase, see Kay T.

ADJOURNMENT: 
Motion to adjourn made by Susan Alekna-Rhyne (KQ4RNZ) and seconded by Gilbert Helsley 
(K04MAI).
Meeting was adjourned at 20:23 hours.

NEXT MEETING:

Our next meeting is February, 3rd 2026, First Tuesday, - 19:00 hours, Bible Baptist Church.

BRING SINGLE DOLLAR BILLS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 50/50! 
1 ticket for $1.00, 6 tickets for $5.00.  6 ticket limit.
Respectfully Submitted,
Dawson Blackmore, Jr.  (N1IAC)
MARCI Secretary
Recorded by Elizabeth Raucci (KQ4NAD)

MARCI Radiowaves Newsletter  Page 11 of 12  January 2026   



The Puzzle of the Month
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