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 1 

Manatee Amateur Radio Club, Inc. - BY-LAWS  2 

 3 
ARTICLE I – NAME AND PURPOSE OF THE CORPORATION 4 
 5 
The name of the corporation is to be: “Manatee Amateur Radio Club, Inc. (MARCI). 6 

 7 

We, the undersigned, wishing to secure for ourselves the pleasures and benefits of 8 

an association of persons commonly interested in Amateur Radio, constitute 9 

ourselves the “Manatee Amateur Radio Club, Inc” (MARCI) and enact these by-10 

laws. Hereinafter referred to as the “Club”, MARCI is organized exclusively as a non-11 

profit club organization under section 501 (c) (37) of the IRS code.  12 

 13 

It shall be our purpose to further the exchange of information and cooperation 14 

between members, to promote radio communications to the greater Manatee 15 

County community, and to so conduct club programs and activities as to advance 16 

the general interest and welfare of Amateur Radio in the community. 17 

 18 

The purposes of the Club are to: 19 

 20 

1. Provide a forum for members to increase their knowledge and skills, assist 21 

those who are interested in obtaining or upgrading their license, and 22 

promote public knowledge and understanding of amateur radio and its 23 

contribution to the public. 24 

2. Encourage continued education and training for prospective and current 25 

amateur radio operators by providing opportunities for both education and 26 

hands on training. 27 



Draft Revision 2026 - Draft 1   

3. Provide support to the community both in emergency and non-emergency 28 

situations through the use of amateur radio and our collective skills in which 29 

normal lines of communications are overburdened, disrupted or otherwise 30 

unavailable. 31 

4. Erect, operate, and maintain Radio Repeater stations licensed by the Federal 32 

Communications Commission, under the call K4GG, in one or more locations 33 

in Manatee County so as to carry out these support operations. 34 

5. Promote amateur radio by providing opportunities for social fellowship 35 

among members, their families and other interested persons. 36 

 37 

 38 

ARTICLE II - OFFICERS 39 

 40 

The officers of the Club shall be President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 41 

Repeater Trustee. Combined, these officers shall be considered the “Board of 42 

Directors” of the Club. 43 

 44 

All officers of the Club shall be at least 21 18 years of age and holders of an Amateur 45 

Radio License of any category. 46 

 47 

All officers of the Club shall stand for election at the May meeting of the general 48 

membership of the Club. 49 

 50 

No officer shall hold more than one office at a time. However, if an elective office 51 

is vacant, the board of Directors may authorize a current officer to fulfill the duties 52 

of that vacant office unless a qualified member can be elected. 53 

 54 

The officers shall be nominated and elected at the annual meeting in May to start 55 

their tenure effective June 1 following their election. If there are two or more 56 

candidates for an office a secret ballot election shall be conducted at the May 57 

membership meeting. 58 

 59 

 60 
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ARTICLE III – DUTES OF THE OFFICERS 61 

 62 

President – it shall be the duty of the President to: 63 

1. Preside over all regular and special meetings of the Club. 64 

2. Direct the affairs of the Club subject to the advice and consent of the Board 65 

and the requirements of the Bylaws. 66 

3. Arrange and publish the agenda for each Club meeting. 67 

4. Make reports to the members of the club regarding Club activities, events, 68 

and general status. 69 

5. Appoint 2 or more members to the Finance Committee to audit the Club 70 

account books and to conduct a detailed inventory of Club equipment. 71 

6. Appoint Club members to call all other Committees and Committee chairs 72 

and be an exofacto member of each. 73 

7. Sign, as required, all contracts or written instructions on behalf of the Club. 74 

8. Represent the Club for social or business contracts when required. 75 

9. Establish and maintain a working relationship with all Amateur Radio clubs 76 

on behalf of the Club. 77 

10. Coordinate and conduct Club net activities. 78 

11. Perform incidental duties not herein specified. 79 

 80 

VICE PRESIDENT – it shall be the duty of the Vice President to: 81 

1. Act in the absence of the President at all Club functions and perform all 82 

duties of the President heretofore described. 83 

2. Perform Club historian duties including a summary of the events for 84 

publication on the Club Web page. 85 

3. Welcome and acquaint each new member to the Club. 86 

4. Work in collaboration with the President to ensure the timely action of all 87 

Committees in completing their responsibilities. 88 

5. Perform other duties required by the President or the Board. 89 

 90 

SECRETARY - it shall be the duty of the Secretary to: 91 
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1. Produce, present, obtain approval, and keep a written record of all 92 

proceedings of all regular, special, and Board meetings of the Club, and 93 

provide an approved copy to the Vice President. 94 

2. Receive and send all Club correspondences.  95 

3. Read all correspondences of general interest to the members at a regular 96 

membership or Board meetings. 97 

4. Perform other duties required by the President or Board. 98 

 99 

TREASURER - it shall be the duty of the Treasurer to: 100 

1. Keep a written record of all monies and donated supplies or equipment 101 

received or expended by the Club. 102 

2. Maintain the Club’s bank account(s) only at the banks approved by the 103 

Board. A signature card shall be kept by the bank showing the signature of 104 

the current President, Vice President and Treasurer.  105 

3. Collect annual and new member dues and issue receipts as required. 106 

4. Collect miscellaneous funds for all club activities and reimburse members for 107 

any “out of pocket” expenses that are incurred on the club’s behalf (with 108 

appropriate receipts).  109 

5. Provide a monthly report on the financial condition of the Club to the Club 110 

members. 111 

6. Process new member nominations for the Board. 112 

7. Submits the Florida Sunbiz Report and remits all fees as required to maintain 113 

the good standing of the Club with the State of Florida. 114 

8. File IRS form 990 or 990N, as required, in a timely manner to insure that the 115 

Club continues in good standing as an approved IRS 501(c)(37) not for profit 116 

club organization. 117 

9. Perform other duties requested by the President. 118 

 119 

  120 
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TRUSTEE - it shall be the duty of the Trustee to: 121 

1. Coordinate the installation and maintenance of Radio Repeater stations 122 

licensed by the Federal Communications Commission, under the call sign 123 

K4GG, in one or more locations in Manatee County so as to carry out 124 

requirements of the station Trustee. 125 

2. The Trustee may expend up to one hundred dollars ($100.00) in any one 126 

month to purchase small items of equipment to maintain the corporation’s 127 

owned communication equipment, without prior approval of the Board of 128 

Directors. All costs incurred shall be reimbursed by the Treasurer upon 129 

presentation of appropriate receipts. 130 

3. Perform other duties required by the President or the Board. 131 

 132 

 133 

ARTICLE IV – Committees 134 

 135 

The following permanent Committees shall should be established as needed: 1) 136 

Activates Committee. 2) Public Relations Committee. 3) Finance Committee. 4) 137 

Nominating Committee. 5) Education Committee. 6) / Technical Committee. 7 6.) 138 

Youth Committee. 139 

 140 

The Club President may establish additional Committees as necessary to serve the 141 

best interest of the Club.  142 

 143 

The Chairs of various Committees shall be appointed by the Board of Directors, and 144 

shall not be considered officers of the Club. All activities of the Committees shall be 145 

first authorized by the Board of Directors of the Club and reports on those activities 146 

shall be made to the Club’s Membership each month. 147 

 148 

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE – The Activities Committee shall: 149 

1. Arrange programs for club meetings subject to the approval of the Board. 150 

2. Organize and conduct club activities such as picnics, fox hunts and field day. 151 

3. Make all arrangements for the annual Christmas Meeting. 152 
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4. Perform other duties required by the President or the Board. 153 

 154 

PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMIITTE – The Public Relations Committee shall: 155 

1. Work with the Activates Committee to develop an annual promotional 156 

and/or public calendar. 157 

2. Contact and have published in local newspapers and appropriate social 158 

media sites as needed for announcements of the Club activities and 159 

community service events. 160 

3. Promote growth in membership through club events, advertising, and social 161 

media resources. 162 

4. Welcome members and visitors to the meetings and answer any questions 163 

they may have regarding the club.  When appropriate introduce each 164 

member who has common interests. 165 

5. Perform other duties required by the President or the Board. 166 

 167 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – A Committee consisting of 2 club members proficient in 168 
budget and finances. The duty of the Finance Committee shall be: 169 

1. Audit the Club account books annually upon the completion of each calendar 170 

year. 171 

2. Report the findings to the members at the next regular membership meeting 172 

after the completion of the audit 173 

3. Perform other duties required by the President or the Board. 174 

 175 

  176 



Draft Revision 2026 - Draft 1   

NOMINATING COMMITTEE – A Committee consisting of a minimum of two club 177 

members whose 178 

duty shall be: 179 

1. Identify potential vacancies by determining the intention of current officers 180 

to continue their function for the coming year. 181 

2. Identify members qualified for each office and encourage them to seek 182 

office. 183 

3. Provide to the Board of Directors a slate of candidates for the annual 184 

election. 185 

4. Conduct the annual election of officers per Article II and report the results to 186 

the Secretary for recording. 187 

5. Perform other duties required by the President or the Board. 188 

 189 

EDUCATION / TECHNICAL COMMITTEE – A Committee consisting of club members 190 

proficient in teaching. 191 

Whose duties shall be: 192 

1. Assist members with technical problems questions to obtain and/or upgrade 193 

their amateur radio license. 194 

2. When sufficient interest exists, organize, and conduct classes on such issues 195 

as antenna design, digital methods, operating techniques, and other 196 

technical subjects germane to the amateur radio hobby. 197 

3. Provide periodically classes to the public so they might obtain their license. 198 

4. Perform other duties required by the President or the Board. 199 

 200 

201 
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YOUTH COMMITTEE – A Committee focused on encouraging engagement with 202 

the youth of our community for the purpose of helping them to become active 203 
licensed radio amateurs so as to continue to allow for a vibrant and growing 204 
amateur radio community. 205 

Whose duties shall include: 206 

1. Connecting youth with members of the club to help with education and 207 

preparation for license testing. 208 

2. Coordinate activities that will stimulate the interest of the youth including 209 

fox hunts, POTA outings, Hamfests, emergency communications exercises, 210 

and the annual ARRL Field Day event. 211 

3. Coordinate their involvement with the club’s monthly technical zoom 212 

sessions as a way of helping the prospective new members prepare for their 213 

licensing exam. 214 

 215 

 216 

ARTICLE V – MEMBERSHIP 217 

 218 

The Board of Directors shall by resolution, fix the amount of any or special dues. 219 

Membership dues will be due January 1st and will be for that calendar year. The 220 

failure to pay any dues within three months of assessment shall render a member 221 

inactive and the member in delinquency shall lose voting privileges unless his or 222 

her dues are paid in full. There shall be no refund of dues paid up on resignation, 223 

death or dismissal of a member. 224 

 225 

The Board of Directors, by two thirds vote shall approve membership to those 226 

nominated by any member. 227 

 228 

Membership shall not be denied to any person because of race, religion, sex, 229 

national origin or sexual orientation. 230 

 231 

The Board may expel or suspend a member by two thirds vote at a Board meeting 232 

under the following conditions: 233 
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1. Failure to discharge debts to the club, including dues. 234 

2. Conduct activities detrimental to the welfare, interest, character, or order of 235 

the Club. 236 

3. Conviction of a violation of the FCC rules resulting in the suspension or 237 

cancellation of the amateur radio license. 238 

 239 

 240 

ARTICLE VI – MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 241 

 242 

Regular meetings shall take place on the first Tuesday of each month. If the 243 

designated meeting place is unavailable, an alternate day or meeting place may be 244 

chosen by the Board of Directors. 245 

 246 

Special membership meetings called by the Board of Directors will be announced 247 

stating the purpose for such meeting. The date, time, and location of the meeting 248 

shall be emailed to each member and posted on the web page at least 7 days prior 249 

to the date of special meeting. 250 

 251 

Quorum: The presence in person of 20% of the current active members at any time 252 

shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. If a meeting is conducted 253 

via an online method, such as Zoom, Microsoft Teams, Skype, or a similar online 254 

format, attendance at the online event shall be considered as acceptable for the 255 

establishment of a quorum. 256 

 257 

Annual Meeting: There shall be a general membership meeting held during the 258 

month of May each calendar year for the purpose of electing officers. To maintain 259 

voting privileges each member shall attend, as a minimum, one general meeting 260 

during the calendar year preceding the annual meeting. 261 

 262 

Amendment of Bylaws: To amend the bylaws, a draft of the proposed bylaw 263 

revisions shall be presented to the Board of Directors in writing at least thirty (30) 264 

days prior to the next monthly meeting for the purpose of review before presenting 265 
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the changes to the general membership.  Once reviewed by the Board, a draft 266 

version of the proposed changes to the bylaws shall be provided to the membership 267 

via email at least thirty (30) days prior to the next membership meeting along with 268 

a formal position from the Board regarding the proposed changes.  269 

 270 

Any change in bylaws shall require a two-thirds majority vote of the membership 271 

present and voting, so long as a quorum of the membership is in attendance. If a 272 

quorum is not present, then the draft bylaws will be submitted for approval at the 273 

next regular meeting in which a quorum has been achieved. 274 

 275 

 276 

ARTICLE VII – ASSETS, EARNINGS AND ACTIVITIES 277 

 278 

No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall be for the benefit of, or be 279 

distributed to, its members, trustees, officers or other private persons except that 280 

the corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable 281 

compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in 282 

furtherance of the purpose set forth in Article I. 283 

 284 

No part of the activities of the corporation shall participate in or intervene in any 285 

political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office. 286 

 287 

Notwithstanding any other provision of these Articles, the corporation shall not 288 

carry on any other activities not permitted: 289 

1. By a corporation exempt from federal income tax under section 501 (c) (37) 290 

of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal 291 

tax code, or 292 

2. By a corporation, contributions to which are deducible under section 170 of 293 

the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal 294 

tax code. 295 

 296 

 297 
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ARTICLE VIII – DISSOLUTION 298 

 299 

Upon the dissolution of the Corporation, the Board of Directors shall, after paying 300 

or making provision for the payment of all of the liabilities of the corporation, 301 

dispose of all of the assets of the Corporation exclusively for the purposes of the 302 

Corporation in such manner, or to such organization or organizations organized and 303 

operated exclusively for charitable, educational, religious, or scientific purposes as 304 

shall at the time qualify as an exempt organization or organizations under § 305 

501(c)(3) of the Code (or the corresponding provisions of any future United States 306 

Internal Revenue Law), as the Board of Directors shall determine.  307 

 308 

Any of such assets not so disposed of shall be disposed of by the Circuit Court in 309 

Manatee County, Florida, exclusively for such purposes or to such organization or 310 

organizations, as the Court shall determine which are organized and operated 311 

exclusively for such purposes. 312 

 313 

 314 

ARTICLE IX – RULES OF ORDER 315 

 316 

All meetings of the membership and the Board of Directors, when practical, shall 317 

be government by Roberts’s Rules of Order (as last revised) except when in conflict 318 

with these bylaws or the laws of the State of Florida 319 


