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Minutes of the March MeEeTtiNg..........cco ittt et ase e sasesessase s sessaessessnsssessssssessanes 1

2026 Giving Challenge

The 2026 Giving Challenge is a 24-hour online fundraising event (April 15-16) supporting many local nonprofits
across Sarasota and Manatee counties. Two particular non-profit organizations which may be of interest to local
ham operators, are participating:

The Sarasota Emergency Radio Club:
https://www.givingchallenge.org/organizations/sarasota-emergency-radio-club-inc

The Manatee County Emergency Support Group:
https://www.givingchallenge.org/organizations/manatee-county-emergency-support-group-inc

For these clubs, this is their only way to fund their activities during the year. If you would like to provide support
to either or both of these non-profit radio clubs, follow their Giving Challenge links during the online event. It
“goes live” at noon on April 15, and runs until noon on April 16.

Remember, your donation will be matched by locally involved charitable organizations. This allows community
members to maximize their impact and help raise money for these local radio organizations.

From the Editor — John Hartman, KQ4MTF

In March, the Big News for the club was MARCIFest. Kay, our treasurer and unofficial club photographer, has
provided an article inspired by her experiences at the fest. You will also see some new info regarding our exam
schedule. And also very important, some corrections to erroneous information in last month’s issue!

We now move forward to Field Day 2026, which is coming up on the weekend of June 27 and 28. We will have a
presentation at our April meeting to inform everyone of our plans, Much has been learned from last year’s event,
and we hope you will all find time to assist or visit the site on Field Day!

Please remember, you can send submissions of material, or questions related to the newsletter, to
k4gg.newsletter@gmail.com.

From the President of MARCI — Ken Olson, K4KEO

In a little over 2 weeks Easter will be here!

Marcifest last Saturday was a resounding success, we had more admissions and tailgaters than we have had in the
past. We had 6 new youth attendees and thanks to Tony KB9A for setting up his school station on site. The kids
helped install antennas and were able to operate the club station. Many thanks to Phil N8IPS and his wife Holly
for manning our refreshment table, we had many positive comments about it! Dawson N1IAC and Nate NBRVD
handled the greeting of attendees and selling admission tickets as folks drove in. Emily W4ERO assisted by
selling admission and tailgate tickets to those who arrived before Dawson & Nate were set up. It’s great to see
everyone working together to make our big event a success. Now we start planning for next year to grow the
event even larger.

Richard K4RP did an outstanding job coordinating Marci’s first club run exam session. He had plenty of help and

had 3 people pass their exams and 1 failure. The next session is May 16th at 9 am. If you are interested, he can
always use more VEs, sign up with W5Y1, it’s a quick and easy process.
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John Hartman KQ4MTF is still fine tuning Radiowaves. Please offer him any assistance that you can.
We are also beginning the planning for field day in June. The Cedar Hammock fire facility has been secured again
this year, Pete KAIWBE is actively involved with the coordination of equipment and activities.

Update on our K4GG repeater:

The repeater is up and running on the new frequency 146.64, tone 100.0. It is working quite well with the
duplexer that Paul K3UWY re-tuned. Please get on the frequency and check it out. We will continue to use MAN-
8 at for our scheduled Nets at this time.

We have received the insurance settlement for the repeater antenna system that was damaged in the hurricane. The
funds are being set aside to use for the purchase of a new antenna system when we relocate the repeater to a
permanent home. Paul K3UWY is actively pursuing site acquisition.

At the meeting we are continuing our 50/50 fund raiser. Tickets will be 1 for $1 or 6 for $5. Please plan to
participate to help us grow our funds.

Remember that MARCI operates two weekly nets, both on MAN-8. The
MARCI information net on Sunday night at 7 pm and our MARCI traders net =S
on Wednesday night at 8 pm. Tony & Pete put in a lot of time on running these =
nets and provide a wealth of information. PLEASE check into these nets to

support Tony KB9A and Peter KA1TWBE our Net control operators.

Please welcome new folks to our organization at lunch or the meeting with a
handshake and an introduction and offer to help them out where you can. ' ) '
Remember our weekly lunch at IHOP on SR64 near 1-75 every Wednesday. Ladies Day at the IHOP Lunch
We meet for conversation at 11:30 am and the food order is taken at noon.

Plan to join us for food and fellowship!

73, Ken Olson K4KEO

From the Officers

The Treasurer (Kay Torralva, KR4EUA)

The February financial report was presented at the March meeting, and the report was approved by the
membership.

Kay would like to sincerely thank our members for their continuous support to our club.

The Secretary (Dawson Blackmore, N1IAC)

The minutes from our March meeting are provided near the end of this month’s newsletter.
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An Ode to MARCIFest
The Spark at Sunrise (by Kaori Torralva, KR4EUA)

Before the sun rose on March 14, 2026, volunteers from the Manatee County Amateur Radio Club were already
gathering in the quiet parking lot of Bible Baptist Church. The air was still, the sky just beginning to lighten, and
for a few moments the morning felt almost peaceful-like the calm before tuning across a band and suddenly
hearing voices appear out of the noise.

Within an hour that calm gave way to the sounds of a ham radio gathering coming to life. Cars pulled in, tailgates
opened, and tables began to fill the lot for MARCIFest. By mid-morning, more than 110 people had arrived, with
nearly 25 tailgate tables displaying everything from vintage radios and tubes to modern handhelds and antennas.

Walking through the rows felt like stepping through the history of amateur radio. One table might hold a decades-
old receiver with a warm glow from its dial, while the next featured newer gear ready for the latest digital modes.
Some displays even blended radio with other creative hobbies, including demonstrations that combined ham radio
and weaving, showing how technical interests and creativity can intersect-and perhaps inviting more people,
especially women, to see themselves in the hobby.

But the most interesting things at a hamfest are rarely the radios themselves. They’re the conversations.

All around the lot, operators were reconnecting with friends, swapping stories, trading advice, and occasionally
negotiating the purchase of a “new toy” for the shack. For some sellers, the equipment on their tables represented
decades of memories. Life changes -moving, downsizing, or simply making space - often lead hams to pass along
equipment they once cherished, hoping it will continue its journey in someone else’s station.

Then there were the younger visitors.

Four of Tony’s students were there that morning, exploring the tables with

| wide-eyed curiosity. Another boy, who had recently started attending club
lunches with his mom, soon joined them. Before long they were moving from
table to table together, asking questions, examining radios, and discovering just
how many fascinating gadgets could exist in one parking lot.

Tony with 3 of his 4 students

Their excitement was contagious. They stopped to turn knobs, look at connectors, and ask the kind of questions
that remind us how magical radio can seem when you’re seeing it for the first time.

By the end of the event, their arms were filled with small treasures generously gifted by fellow hams - connectors,
cables, parts, and a few mysterious pieces of equipment that looked like priceless discoveries to them.

Watching those boys reminded me of something important. Many of our most experienced operators probably
started exactly the same way: curious kids taking things apart, fascinated by electronics, wondering how signals
could travel invisibly through the air.

History tells us that curiosity can go a long way. The co-founder of Sony, Akio Morita, developed an early passion

for electronics and radio experimentation. Many innovators first discovered their interest through hands-on
exploration long before they ever imagined where it might lead.
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Perhaps that’s one of the quiet purposes of events like MARCIFest. Yes, we gather to buy, sell, and talk about
radios. But we also create moments where curiosity can ignite.

A child sees a radio for the first time. Someone hears a story that inspires them to study for their license. A new
friendship forms between people who share the same spark of interest.

Those moments may seem small, but they are how hobbies survive-and how communities grow.

So the next time you attend a tailgate, hamfest, or club gathering, take a moment to look around. Somewhere in
that crowd may be the next generation of operators, engineers, experimenters, and mentors.

And sometimes all it takes to start that journey is a simple gesture-answering a question, demonstrating a radio, or
handing a curious young visitor a small piece of equipment and saying,

A

"Take this home and see what you can do with it." %

An Elmer’s Story

Let me tell you about my ELMER
by Jim Zientara (W4MAN)

An “Elmer” in ham radio refers to an experienced operator who mentors, guides, and renders help to
another ham. The term was coined in 1971 and has since become a cherished part of ham vocabulary

I had an Elmer help me at the MARCI summer party of 2024. While packing up my Ford Explorer,
Bill Turner, KQ4CQY, said my left rear tire looked low in air pressure. His tire-pressure gauge showed
only about 10 pounds. A visual inspection showed a nail right in the middle of the tread.

Bill was concerned that it may be unsafe to drive my car.

Fortunately, Bill had a portable air compressor so he pumped the tire up to about 30 PSI and waited
about 10 minutes. It held at 30 PSI. Bill was my Elmer that day as I drove off to the tire repair shop.

Guess who came to my rescue again?

I was on my way to the MARCI monthly meeting at 7:00PM on Dec 9, 2025, in my new Toyota RAV4

XLE Premium that was about 2 weeks old. Driving Westbound on SR 64, I turned South onto Morgan

Johnson Road heading toward the Bible Baptist Church. That intersection is not well lit and there is maybe a one
foot drop off. T hit the curb so hard that I new there was some right front damage. But what to do about it?

I decided to slowly drive to the Church and made it with the right front tire and rim riding the road.

During the MARCI meeting I pondered my options. At the end, I asked Bill Turner what I might do.
Johnny on the Spot, he said “let’s go look at it”. He said the tire had a big gash and it was not usable.

Fortunately, the tire held onto the rim so it looked like minimal rim or other body damage.
Several MARCI members parked their cars so their headlights shone on my bad tire.

Bill said he would be glad to take off the bad tire and replace it with the spare. AND HE DID THE
TIRE CHANGE AT 8:30PM IN THE CHURCH PARKING LOT! WHAT AN ELMER!
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I slowly drove home and the next day went to the Toyota dealer. It seems I have road hazard tire
insurance and they installed a new tire. The rim was OK. I did pay for a front-end alignment.

Bill Turner, KQ4CQY, has proven to be my Elmer. I also note that Bill frequently gives advice at the
MARCI meetings. The depth of his knowledge is excellent.

Heard enough about Bill Turner? Well, at the MARCI summer party in 2023 at Anne Paxson’s house,

Bill and I were leaving and noticed the lawn seemed very wet. Several of us searched around and

found a broken sprinkler pipe but no valve to stop the water pressure. Bill, being an excellent mechanic, went to
the tool shed, got the parts and tools and fixed the leak while under pressure. Bill got soaked, but the leak was
repaired.

[Editor’s Note: My day-job includes a monthly meeting which all attend. And part of it includes “kudos” for

special achievements among the employees. In the spirit of giving a nod to his noteworthy actions, we say kudos
to Bill!]
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VE Exam Sessions

MARCI conducted its first electronic test session on March 14, at MarciFest. We are pleased to announce, three
upgrades occurred that day!

As MARCIFest will now be anchored in March, Richard Plotkin (K4RP) has proposed a testing schedule of “the
third Saturday of odd numbered months.” This will ensure that the March test doesn’t become “an outlier” nestled
between tests in the prior and next month.

As of this publication, the editor has not confirmed this schedule. We will have further details in next month’s
newsletter. Barring any issues with this schedule, expect our next exam to be on May 16.

If you wish to find an exam, either one of ours or another club’s, please check out w5yi-vec.org, which has a
search tool for finding an exam. You can also refer to the ARRL website for available exams.

Remember these important things to bring, on the day of your exam:
1. Your FRN Number

A PIN number issued per the instructions at W5YI

Your photo ID

For adults, the fee in cash, of $14 (under 18, it’s free!)

All your knowledge! :)

SARE

Testing starts promptly at 9:00 am at:

Bible Baptist Church of Bradenton
2113 57th StE
Bradenton, FL. 34208

Websites of Interest
Our MARCI website: Manatee-ARC.org
Manatee County Emergency Support Group (ARES): MCESG

W5YTI: wbyi-vec.org

HamStudy: hamstudy.org

Manatee County Public Safety: https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety
SKYWARN: https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/

How to get your FRN: https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/html/Register New_FRN.htm
ARRL: ARRL.ORG
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Clubs and Other Nets

MARCI Cllub Repeater No nets yet 146.64 — 100.0 Hz

MARCI Info Net Sunday 8:00 pm. — (note | 146.82 - 100.0 Hz
the new time)

ARES Net Monday 7:00 pm. 146.82 - 100.0 Hz

SERC Traders Net (Sarasota)

Monday 8:00 pm

146.730 - 100.0 Hz
145.130 - 100.0 Hz

MARCI Traders Net (Bradenton)

Wednesday 8:00 pm.

147.195 + 103.5 Hz

Manatee SKYWARN Net

Thursday 8:00 pm.

146.82 - 100.0 Hz

WCEF Eagle Net (Local NTS Net)

Nightly 8:30 pm.

145.43 - 100 Hz or
442.95 + 100 Hz

WCF Technical Net (tech assistance)

Thursday 9:00 pm.

145.43 - 100 Hz or
442.95 + 100 Hz

A note of interest from a neighboring club:

Free SKYWARN Training Webinars & In-person Training

In-person SKYWARN Training

DeSoto County Emergency Management will host a Skywarn Training on April 29th at 6PM at the Emergency

Operations Center, 2200 NE Roan St., Arcadia, FL 34266.

Call 863-993-4831 to reserve your seat!

Mark Your Calendar!

The following upcoming events are noteworthy. Please mark your calendar for those items you find most

important.

* Field Day is coming! June 27" and 28" at the Cedar Hammock Fire Rescue Training Center (same as last

year)

*  Manatee County ARES/RACES meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month
e The Board of Directors of MARCI meet every 3" Thursday of the month

Items for Sale

Peter Jarosik (KA1WBE) Has several items for sale. If interested, he asks that you please call or text him at

(941) 580-8696 for info:

e Swam 10 amp power supply with a Speaker $35.00

* SEC 1223 Power Supply $75.00

*  Rack Mount 70 amp Power Supply $100.00

*  Drake W-4 H.EWATT Meter $100.00

*  Kenwood TM 221A 2 meter 50 Watt Radio $60.00
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*  MFJ-949E Antenna Tuner $125.00
e Hustler 17 meter add on Kit (new) $ 100.00
* TEN-TEC DESK MIC with Stand,Base and Carry case $125.00

Ken Olsen (K4KEOQ) is managing an estate sale, and has the following items that might catch your interest.
Please contact him at (716) 695-5235. Or you can contact Peter.

*  MFJ-4035 Power Supply $135.00

* DR-Meter Power Supply PS-3010 $100.00

* Kenwood TS-570D H.F. Radio $600.00

* Kenwood TS-590S H.F./6 Meter Radio $800.00

* Alpha Delta 4 Position Coax Switch $ 100.00

* Kenwood TL 922A H.F R.F. amp.$800.00

*  Heathkit HM-2102 Wattmeter (50 to 150 MHZ) $50.00
* Icom IC-4512A Uhf All Mode 10 watt base station (430-440MHZ ONLY) $100.00
«  Midland 18-1430D Power Supply $20.00

*  Bowman MarkII 5volt@1 amp Power Supply $20.00

* Heathkit IG-18 Audio generator $50.00

* CDE HAM IV Control box $60.00

Geoff Haines (N1GY), who can be reached at 941-447-8579 or at geoffhaines150@gmail.com, has the following
setup offered for sale: A complete Parks On The Air portable HF system complete with antenna mast.

For $700.00 or best offer, this includes:
* A Xiegu G-90 HF radio, never used, full HF range.
* A stand for the radio which includes tilt up legs and a cooling fan as well as wiring to
* power the radio from different sources.
*  Two Iron-Phosphate 10 Amp batteries plus wiring harness so they feed in parallel.
*  One mains power supply when mains power is available.
*  One wire harness with 12 volt vehicle power plug.
* A amperage and voltage digital display with separate on off switch.
*  One hand microphone.
*  One Military style telephone type handset with adapter to fit radio.
*  One end-fed wire antenna complete with UN-UN and BNC connector
*  One copy of “The Parks on the Air” Book
* 25 feet RG8x coax with BNC connectors.
*  One Nano VNA — H4 Handheld Vector Network Analyzer.
*  One carrying case, suitably sized to carry all of the above with a built in securing system for
* the Iron-Phosphate Batteries.
*  One 18 foot telescopic mast to secure the upper end of the wire antenna.
*  One screw-in ground mount for the mast.

Bill Miller (K9HXO) is downsizing all of his "stuff" and wants to begin by selling his Elekraft K3S and P3 Panadapter.
He’d prefer to sell them together, but would consider separate offers. All Firmware is up to date. Original K3s and P3
manuals. Also included, custom cloth covers for both the K3s and P3. Asking $3650.00, OBO, check or money order. No
trades or swaps, please.

The Elekraft K3 and accessories Asking $3010:
*  K3Ssn:11690, DXer Package, Factory Built

*  K3S-F, Factory built transceiver
*  KPA3A-F, 100w Amplifier
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KAT3A-F, internal antenna tuner

KIO3B, USB Interface and Sound Card

* KFL3A-2.8, 2.8/2.7-F kHz filter

KFL3A-2.1-F, 2.1 kHz Hi Perf SSF/Data Filter
KFL3C-400-F, 400 Hz Hi Perf CW/Data Filter
KBPF3A-F, K3S General Coverage RX Module
KRX3A-F, K3S Sub-receiver, Diversity Capable
* KDVR3-D, K3S Digital Voice Recorder
KFL3A-2.8, 2.8/2.7-F kHz filter for KRX3A
KFL3C-400-F, 400Hz for KRX3A

* KTCX03-1-F, K3S TXCO 5ppm Oscillator

And the Panadapter with accessories asking $650:
*  P3-F Panadapter, sn:4934
e P3SVGA, P3 Video/FFT Adapter
*  Cable set for connecting K3S and P3. K3S power cord with power pole connector
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Minutes of the March Meeting
MANATEE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES — March 3", 2026
BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH, BRADENTON, FL.

Meeting called to order at @ 19:00 hours by Ken Olson (K4KEQO), President
Flag Salute and Pledge of Allegiance
ATTENDANCE TONIGHT: 39 of 135 total members, noted quorum present.
INTRODUCTIONS:

BOD announced and identified themselves.

Attendees announced and identified themselves with their call signs.

NEW MEMBERS:

No new members noted -

GUESTS:

Wade Zinsmeister (taking test next week)
Dylan Pugliese

NET CONTROL.:
® Peter Jarosik (KA1WBE), MARCI Traders Net — Wednesday evenings, 8pm
Tony Vasile (KB9A), MARCI Info Net — Sunday evenings, 8pm.
¢ Attendees reminded to please “Check In”

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Presented by Dawson Blackmore (N1IAC), Secretary not in attendance,
report given by Elizabeth Raucci (KQ4NAD)

* Motion to accept the minutes as communicated via email and published in RADIOWaves, was
made by Gilbert Helsley, Jr (KQ4MAI) and seconded by Martin Jordan (KB1MJ),

TREASURER’S REPORT: Kay Torralva (KR4EUA), Treasurer

® Announced that there are currently 135 members of MARCI.
e Kay gave the Financial Report for February 2026.
® Motion was made to accept the report as presented by Terry Simons (KX4FZ) and seconded

by Jenny Hensley (KQ4WNE).
e STILL NOT TOO LATE TO PAY YOUR DUES FOR 2026....but you will have to fill
out a new membership application to be reinstated after March 31%, 2026.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Finance Committee: Richard Plotkin (K4RP), chair was not in attendance.

Activities Committee: John Hartman (KQ4MTF), chair
John has announced that he will no longer chair this committee after the upcoming
election.
There is no presenter scheduled for the April meeting at this time.
FIELD DAY 2026

e Announced Field Days are June 27" and 28", 2026 at Cedar Hammock Fire Rescue
Training Center.

¢ Ken confirmed that Peter Jarosik, (KA1WBE), give John an assist with Field Day
Planning, Peter agreed.

MARCIFest 2026

¢ Announced this year’s MARCIFEST Activities will now focus on the fest itself,

¢ No food other than coffee, breakfast items, water and pop will be sold by membership

e Tony Vasile KB9A, will be running the youth booth. There will be no entry fee for the young
individuals participating in the youth booth.

¢ Liz Raucci (KQ4NAD) has agreed to handle coffee.

¢ Pete Jarosik (KA1WBE), continues to advertise our outing by passing out flyers at the various
events he attends.

Social Day (Picnic)

- Will be held on July 18" at the Bible Baptist Church.
- We are in need of an ‘activities committee assistant’ to help mostly with phone calls.

Holiday Party 2026

e Scheduled for December 1% Peridia. John and Dawson will work on new contract with Peridia
banquet manager.

Public Relations Committee: L.ou Raniszewski (KD2LFR), chair

¢ Announced forward facing website is now up and running.
¢ Please consider volunteering for this committee, as Lou is in need of an assistant.

Nominating Committee: Dawson Blackmore (N1IAC), chair was not in attendance

But report that a slate is being worked on along with Terry Simons (KX4FZ).
President and Vice President positions are open for replacement.

Pete Jarosik, (KA1WBE) has expressed interest in the VP slot on the slate.
Remaining officers have expressed interest in remaining on the board

The Nominating Committee will be active for the next few weeks by the Board of
Directors in order to present a slate of officers eligible for election in May, 2026.
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By-Laws Committee: Paul White (K3UWY) chair, not in attendance.

Nothing to report.

Education / Technical Committee: Paul White (K3UWY), chairman, was not in attendance.
Nothing to report.
Youth Committee: Noah Olson (W4NKO), chair

¢ Reported that the Foxhunt is on hold for now.

REPEATER: Harry Rensel (KF4CFZ) chairman, was not in attendance, however, he sent his
report:

¢ The repeater is up and needs tone change.
e Controller 2004 software needs update.

¢ The duplexer has been returned.

¢ Harry will reprogram the repeater.

VE testing: Richard Plotkin (K4RP), chair

¢ Next VE session is planned for MARCIFest
* Register with Richard Plotkin KBRWQ and please have your FRN # prior to

registering.

OLD BUSINESS:

Only business as presented in the Committee reports.
NEW BUSINESS:

No new business
PRESENTATION:

“Antenna Modeling using EZNEC and AutoEZ and a Book!”, presented by Mike Hembrey
(KVOOOM) from Safety Harbor, F1 a Technical Specialist,

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The 50/50 drawing was held with the winner being Don Chase (KA1SSM) who donated his
winnings back to the club. Thank you very much.

‘Swap and Drop’ table available in the rear of the room at all meetings.

Lunch tomorrow at IHOP on State Road 64. It’s Ladies Day!!!

There are MARCI tumblers available for purchase for $10.00 each.
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COMMENTS/QUESTIONS: questions and/or comments were solicitated from the floor.
ADJOURNMENT:
Don’t forget the NETS.....Sunday and Wednesday Evening Check-ins!
Motion to adjourn was made by Gilbert Helsley, Jr. (KQ4MALI) and seconded by Noah Olson
(W4NKO).
Meeting was adjourned at 19:56 hours.
NEXT MEETING:
Our next meeting is April, 7" 2026, First Tuesday, - 19:00 hours, Bible Baptist Church.

PLEASE BRING SINGLE DOLLAR BILLS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 50/50!
1 ticket for $1.00, 6 tickets for $5.00. 6 ticket limit per person.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dawson Blackmore, Jr. (N1IAC)

MARCI Secretary

Recorded by Elizabeth Raucci (KQ4NAD)

MARCI Radiowaves Newsletter Page 14 of 14 April 2026



	2026 Giving Challenge
	From the Editor – John Hartman, KQ4MTF
	From the President of MARCI – Ken Olson, K4KEO
	From the Officers
	The Treasurer (Kay Torralva, KR4EUA)
	The Secretary (Dawson Blackmore, N1IAC)

	An Ode to MARCIFest
	The Spark at Sunrise (by Kaori Torralva, KR4EUA)

	An Elmer’s Story
	VE Exam Sessions
	Websites of Interest
	Clubs and Other Nets
	A note of interest from a neighboring club:

	Mark Your Calendar!
	Items for Sale
	Minutes of the March Meeting

