
  THE MANATEE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.                       August 2026 

 

 RADIOWAVESqrp 

The MARCI Newsletter

Table of Contents

From the Editor – John Hartman, KQ4MTF.......................................................................................................2

From the President of MARCI – Dawson Blackmore, N1IAC..........................................................................2

From the Officers and Committees..................................................................................................................2

The Treasurer (Kay Torralva, KR4EUA)...............................................................................................................................2

The Secretary (John Hartman, KQ4MTF)...........................................................................................................................3

Activities Committee (Elizabeth Pugliese, KR4MTL).........................................................................................................3

Pictures from the July Party..............................................................................................................................4

News Around the Club....................................................................................................................................... 6

Sheila G’s New Radio...........................................................................................................................................................6

A Report from Texas!...........................................................................................................................................................6

Formal Field Day Submission............................................................................................................................ 7

VE Exam Sessions................................................................................................................................................ 8

Websites of Interest...........................................................................................................................................9

Clubs and Other Nets......................................................................................................................................... 9

Mark Your Calendar!...........................................................................................................................................9

Items for Sale.................................................................................................................................................... 10

Minutes of the May Membership Meeting....................................................................................................11

Minutes of the June Membership Meeting....................................................................................................15

MARCI Radiowaves Newsletter  Page 1 of 18  August 2026   



From the Editor – John Hartman, KQ4MTF

Hello Dear Reader. This month’s edition does not have a main article, per se. We did get our Field Day 
submission into the ARRL, and a copy is included with this newsletter. 

As a catch-up, minutes from the May and June general meetings are both included in this issue.  As we vote on 
the acceptance of the minutes at our meetings, we will be casting a vote for these two documents, in August. It 
will also be my first meeting as Club Secretary.  I would like everyone to know that I’m going to rely on a much 
simpler format for our minutes. We shall see how that shakes out as time goes by.  Looking forward to hitting the 
deck plates running, at our next meeting.

We have four more issues of the newsletter between now and the start of the year. Three regulars and an end-of-
year double edition that will take us through January.  I want to find out more, from the club, on what you all 
would like to see in that double.  Personally, I’m leaning towards all Santa Claus and Radios. Isn’t that all we ever 
wanted, at the end of the year? Well...radios, at least!
 
You can send submissions of material, or questions related to the newsletter, to k4gg.newsletter@gmail.com. 

From the President of MARCI – Dawson Blackmore, N1IAC 

Here's a picture postcard for you: sitting on the beach under an umbrella, having a cool alcohol libation with an 
umbrella in your hand, looking out over the Gulf of America with warm sand beneath you.  Or at least that’s what 
our friends up north think we do.

In reality we’re sitting in 95 to 100° weather which feels like 115, too hot to go out, too hot to stay in, trying to 
figure out what we can do to try to stay cool.

Well, one thing we did was have a party with almost 40 of us. It was a nice little summer get together at the 
church with good food and good friends just sitting around chatting. Of course there was some radio talk, and 
then just getting to be with good friends and meet new friends.

A very well done to Kay and Elizabeth on an event at which everyone had a good time.

Looking forward to seeing everyone at our upcoming meeting in August. Hope everyone is having a good 
summer going for them. Talk to you guys later. Stay cool. Stay hydrated.

From the Officers and Committees

The Treasurer (Kay Torralva, KR4EUA)
The May financial report was presented at the June meeting. June and July reports will be presented at August 
meeting. We currently have 114 active members and 3 more brand new hams joining the club.

Please take a moment to complete the membership form if your contact information or license class needs to be 
updated.
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The Secretary (John Hartman, KQ4MTF)
Minutes from our May and June General Meetings are included at the end of this month’s newsletter. I’ve been 
taking minutes for the Board of Directors meetings since June.  Starting in August I’ll officially be taking minutes 
for the General Meeting. All members are asked to speak loudly, slowly, and use words I can spell!  (wink wink).

We shall vote on the acceptance of the minutes for May and June, at the next meeting.

Activities Committee (Elizabeth Pugliese, KR4MTL)
Another MARCI summer picnic is in the books! Thank you to everyone who was able to join us Saturday for the 
annual event. We had a fantastic turnout and enjoyed a delicious meal from Mission BBQ, complemented by the 
outstanding side dishes and desserts so generously contributed by our members! It was a wonderful time of 
connecting with old friends and meeting new members. A huge shout out and thank you goes to Kay Torralva for 
all the work she put into helping to create such a successful event! 
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Pictures from the July Party

Our July gathering was held at the Bible Baptist Church’s Fellowship Hall. For those familiar with where we hold 
our monthly meetings, it’s the big building behind us.  Here are some photos from the event, which was held on 
the 18th of July.
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Plenty of food to fill up the plates!

Scott, Terry, Susan Peter, Jeff (new 

member), Rich and Liz

Pugliese family and The Olsons sharing a 

table

Barbara, Jonathan, Paul (new member) 

Nate, Allen (Barbara ‘s XOM)

Gio (new member) and his wife joined by 

Dawson and John

Ann K, Ann B, Lynn (Harry’s XYL) 

Nele( Mel’s XYL) Mel (new member 

K4MNE / voice of America) 
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Dennis in the center, with Louis Gallois 

from Perpignan, France, and Dr. Miles 

Toder, President of the Sister Cities 

Association of Sarasota. 

Ham Weavers and future Ham Weaver 

Denise (XYL of Matt McGirr KB3LB)

Kay with James Z (W4MAN)



News Around the Club
Sheila G’s New Radio

One of our members, Sheila Gilstrap (KQ4TFM), now spends 
part of her year in North Carolina. One of Florida’s specially 
named “Half Backs”. Recently she went to a hamfest up there 
with one of her sons and his friends. Turns out, he’s a ham 
too! And it looks like he may have gotten a few more people 
hooked on the hobby.

At the ham fest, Sheila found a well cared-for, fully functional 
antique transceiver, the FT-101. Many of us have heard her on 
the nets using her FT-991A. But down here she doesn’t have 
space for an HF antenna. Not so, up there! We’re looking 
forward to hearing from her during one of the MARCI HF 
nets.

A Report from Texas!

This month, Paul White (K3UWY) will be discussing the 
present and future state of the current solar cycle. For those 
who wish to prepare for the decline in band conditions we may 
expect, this might be a must-see session.

At our most recent HF net, which was held on 20 meters, we 
had 15 check-ins. Plus 2 who tried but struggled with band 
conditions. 

Our net is starting to garner attention outside the club. There 
were five QSOs of interest. Two from California (yes!), which 
reached not only Texas but Florida as well. Two from Arizona. 
And an operator from Louisville Kentucky.  At this rate, our 
club may eventually have a direct influence on tourism 
destinations, as we receive visitors from the net!
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Paul White with an awesome background, at last month's 

session



Formal Field Day Submission
John Hartman, KQ4MTF

For everyone’s enjoyment, here’s an exact copy of our Field Day submission response from the ARRL.
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Of special note, we’ve submitted a preliminary score of 4,868 points. Last year, the ARRL awarded us 2,510 
points. We placed in the upper third of our category, last year.  We hope to improve this year!  However, if all 
other teams did just as well or better, there’s no idea where we might land. Final standings will be electronically 
published in November, and go out in the December issue of QST magazine.

VE Exam Sessions 
Our next exam will be held on September 19, at 9AM at the Bible Baptist Church. We conduct exams on the third 

Saturday of every odd-numbered month.  This means that our last test of the year shall be on the 21st of 

November. The weekend before Thanksgiving.

Our exam team asks that you please register in advance, as we now conduct exams electronically. This allows us 

time to prepare on your behalf.  Please visit https://hamstudy.org/sessions/w5yi for more information.

If you wish to find our exam, or any other available exam in the area, please visit W5YI or the ARRL website.

Remember these important things to bring, on the day of your exam:

1. Your FRN Number

2. A PIN number issued per the instructions at W5YI

3. Your photo ID

4. For adults, the fee in cash, of $14 (under 18, it’s free!)

5. All your knowledge! :)

Testing starts promptly at 9:00 am at: 

Bible Baptist Church of Bradenton 
2113 57th St E 
Bradenton, FL 34208
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Websites of Interest 
Our MARCI website: Manatee-ARC.org 

Manatee County Emergency Support Group (ARES): MCESG

W5YI:  w5yi-vec.org

HamStudy: hamstudy.org

Manatee County Public Safety: https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety 

SKYWARN: https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/ 

How to get your FRN: https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/html/Register_New_FRN.htm

ARRL: ARRL.ORG 

Clubs and Other Nets

MARCI Club Repeater No nets yet  146.64 – 100.0 Hz

MARCI Info Net Sunday 8:00 pm  147.195 + 103.5 Hz 

MARCI HF Net (experimental) Most Thursdays TBD on 40 or 20 

meters

ARES Net Monday 7:00 pm  146.82 - 100.0 Hz 

SERC Traders Net (Sarasota) Monday 8:00 pm  146.730 - 100.0 Hz

 145.130 - 100.0 Hz

MARCI Traders Net (Bradenton) Wednesday 8:00 pm 147.195 + 103.5 Hz 

Manatee SKYWARN Net Thursday 8:00 pm 146.82 - 100.0 Hz 

WCF Eagle Net (Local NTS Net) Nightly 8:30 pm 145.43 - 100 Hz or 

442.95 + 100 Hz 

WCF Technical Net (tech assistance) Thursday 9:00 pm 145.43 - 100 Hz or 

442.95 + 100 Hz 

Mark Your Calendar!
The following upcoming events are noteworthy. Please mark your calendar for those items you find most 
important.

• Our next General Meeting is on August 4th at the usual place, followed by September 1st
• Manatee County ARES/RACES meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month
• The Board of Directors of MARCI meet every 3rd Thursday of the month
• Paul White’s Technical Presentations – 8pm, every third Monday of the month. Check for email.
• The (still experimental) club HF net is on Thursdays, based on conditions and availability of net control. 

Watch your email for details.
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Items for Sale

Marsha Littlefield produces fine embroidered polo shirts and other items sporting the MARCI logo and can be 
reached at 941-224-0400 or via email at mympmarsha@yahoo.com. Large orders are always appreciated!

Peter Jarosik (KA1WBE) has a variety of items which are for sale. He can be contacted at 941-580-8696.

ANRITSU Microwave Repeater Checker Model MS75B asking $1000 obo!

Swan 10 amp power supply with a Speaker $35.00
SEC 1223 Power Supply $75.00
Rack Mount 70 amp Power Supply $100.00
Drake W-4 H.F.WATT Meter $100.00
Kenwood TM 221A 2 meter 50 Watt Radio
MFJ-949E Antenna Tuner $125.00
Hustler 17 meter add on Kit (new) $100.00
TEN-TEC DESK MIC with Stand,Base and Carry case $125.00

Ken Olson (K4KEO) and Peter Jarosik are handling an estate sale, offering these items for sale. You can reach Ken at 716-
695-5235, or Pete at the number listed above.

Kenwood 570D 160-10 Meter H.F. radio asking $600!

KENWOOD 590S 160-6 Meter H.F. Radio $800.00
MFJ Model 4035MV Dual meter  Adjustable DC Power Supply $135.00
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Minutes of the May Membership Meeting

MANATEE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES – May 5th, 2026 

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH, BRADENTON, FL

Meeting called to order at @ 19:00 hours by Ken Olson (K4KEO), President 

Flag Salute and Pledge of Allegiance

ATTENDANCE TONIGHT: 26 of 113 total members, noted quorum present.

INTRODUCTIONS: 

BOD identified themselves.

Attendees announced and identified themselves with their call signs.

NEW MEMBERS: 

No new members noted________________________________________ - ______________

GUESTS: 

No Guest                       ________________________________________ - ______________

NET CONTROL:

 Peter Jarosik (KA1WBE), MARCI Traders Net – Wednesday evenings, 8pm 
Tony Vasile (KB9A), MARCI Info Net – Sunday evenings, 8pm. 

 Attendees reminded to please “Check In”

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Dawson Blackmore (N1IAC), 

Motion to accept the minutes as communicated via email and published in Radiowaves, was 
made by Jim Zientara (W4MAN) and seconded by Gilbert Helsley (KQ4MAI)

TREASURER’S REPORT: Kay Torralva (KR4EUA), Treasurer

 Announced that there are currently 113 members of MARCI. 
 Members who have not paid their dues have been purged from the active list
 Kay gave the Financial Report for April 2026, with a closing balance of $6,169.79
 Motion was made to accept the report as presented by Peter Jarosik (KA1WBE) and 

seconded by Gilbert Helsley (KQ4MAI).
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Finance Committee: Richard Plotkin (K4RP)

 Nothing to report

Activities Committee: open position
John has announced that he will no longer chair this committee after this month’s 
election.
We are in need of an ‘activities committee assistant’ to help mostly with phone calls. 
There is no presenter scheduled for this meeting.  Kay presented video of a fox hunt
FIELD DAY 2026 – Peter Jarosik (KA1WBE), sub-chair

REMEMBER “IT’S ABOUT THE POINTS”
 Announced Field Days are June 27th and 28th, 2026 at Cedar Hammock Fire Rescue 

Training Center.
 Peter Jarosik, (KA1WBE) will be overseeing this activity
 Let Peter or John know if anyone is planning on doing FT8/CW/Voice, etc
 Need to pass around a SIGN UP Sheet for those looking to participate
 Operators needed to help us get as many POINTS as possible
 If anyone has questions concerning Rules and Category issues please visit the ARRL 

website
 Looking to have at least one station working 24 hours a day during the event
 Volunteers are still needed to set-up, man stations, tear-down, etc.
 Suggested to send an email to current and prior club members letting everyone know 

about Field Day
 We are in need of someone to be designated SAFETY OFFICER
 Looking into maybe doing some form of MEDIA/PUBLICITY/PRESS RELEASE 

notices
 Also maybe setting up an Information Table for those attending who may not have a 

complete knowledge of what Field Day is all about
 Have the VE computers available for logging 
 Possibility of setting up a SOLAR Panel with Controller

Social Day (Picnic)

- Will be held on July 18th at the Bible Baptist Church. 
- Food being brought, list to be circulated at next month’s meeting.

Holiday Party 2026

 Scheduled for December 1st Peridia.
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Public Relations Committee: Lou Raniszewski (KD2LFR), chair

 Public FACEBook site is up and running with Kay having administer privileges.

 Tri-Fold flyer will be available by next Board meeting 

 Please consider volunteering for this committee, as Lou is in need of an assistant.

Nominating Committee: Dawson Blackmore (N1IAC)

 Dawson Blackmore, Jr. (N1IAC) has agreed to be the next President
 Peter Jarosik (KA1WBE) has agreed to be Vice President.  
 John Hartman (KQ4MTF) stated he will take the Secretary position but can’t start till  

the August meeting. 
 Kay Torralva (KR4EUA) has agreed to stay on as Treasurer
 Ken Olson (K4KEO) as Repeater Trustee
 Since all position were presented with no opposition, the Secretary was directed to cast 

one ballot.
 Board members will take office effective 01JUN2026. 

By-Laws Committee: Paul White (K3UWY) chair
Nothing to report.  

Education / Technical Committee: Paul White (K3UWY), chairman
Next session will be on “Smith Charts Usage”, how easy it is to use

Youth Committee: Noah Olson (W4NKO), chair 

 Reported that the Foxhunt is still on hold for now. 

REPEATER: Harry Rensel (KF4CFZ) chairman, was not in attendance, his wife is having 
surgery 

K4GG is up and running and seems to working well, some outer areas of the county are 
still having issues and this to be worked on in the future.

VE testing: Richard Plotkin (K4RP), chair

 Test handling moved to W5YI, with a learning curve by all VE’s
 Testing cycle being move to odd numbered months to align with MARCIFest
 Next testing scheduled for May
 The club testing is listed on the ARRL website
 We need more VEs, see Richard for more information
 Register with Richard Plotkin K8RWQ and please have your FRN # prior to 

registering.

OLD BUSINESS:

Only business as presented in the Committee reports.
NEW BUSINESS:

No new business
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PRESENTATION: 

Kay presented video of Foxhunt volunteers, nice video noted
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The 50/50 drawing was held with the winner being Terry Simons (KX4FZ) who donated his 
winnings of $17.50 back to the club, for a total of $35.00 income. Thank you very much.
‘Swap and Drop’ table available in the rear of the room at all meetings. 
Lunch tomorrow at IHOP on State Road 64. With next weeks being Lady’s Day.
There are MARCI tumblers available for purchase for $10.00 each. 

COMMENTS/QUESTIONS: questions and/or comments were solicited from the floor.
Echo link is looking for somewhere to call home.  Still needs a computer to run on.

It was suggested that maybe the club attend a Marauder’s Baseball game in the future, Dawson will 
look into the group cost.

ADJOURNMENT: 

Don’t forget the NETS…..Sunday and Wednesday Evening Check-ins!

Motion  to  adjourn  was  made  by  Gilbert  Helsley  (KQ4MAI)  and  seconded  by  Noah  Olson 
(W4NKO).  
Meeting was adjourned 19:58.

NEXT MEETING:

Our next meeting is June 2nd 2026, First Tuesday, - 19:00 hours, Bible Baptist Church.

PLEASE BRING SINGLE DOLLAR BILLS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 50/50! 
1 ticket for $1.00, 6 tickets for $5.00.  6 ticket limit per person.

Respectfully Submitted,
Dawson Blackmore, Jr.  (N1IAC)
MARCI Secretary
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Minutes of the June Membership Meeting

MANATEE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES – June 6th, 2026 

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH, BRADENTON, FL

Meeting called to order at @ 19:02 hours by Dawson Blackmore, Jr. (N1IAC), President 

Flag Salute and Pledge of Allegiance

Silent Key Moment for Harold Splett (VE3HHS)

ATTENDANCE TONIGHT: 26 of 112 total members, noted quorum present.

INTRODUCTIONS: 

BOD identified themselves.

Attendees announced and identified themselves with their call signs.

NEW MEMBERS: 

Elizabeth Pugliese                                                                                          - ______________

Dylan Pugliese                                                                                               - ______________

GUESTS: 

No Guest                       ________________________________________ - ______________

NET CONTROL:

 Peter Jarosik (KA1WBE), MARCI Traders Net – Wednesday evenings, 8pm 
Tony Vasile (KB9A), MARCI Info Net – Sunday evenings, 8pm. 

 Attendees reminded to please “Check In”, at our weekly nets

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Dawson Blackmore (N1IAC), 

Motion to accept the minutes as communicated via email and published in RadioWaves, was 
made by Jim Zientara (W4MAN) and seconded by Harry Rensel (KF4CFZ)

TREASURER’S REPORT: Kay Torralva (KR4EUA), Treasurer

 Announced that there are currently 112 members of MARCI. 
 Kay gave the Financial Report for May 2026
 Motion was made to accept the report as presented by Terry Simons (KX4FZ) and seconded 

by Gary Chanco (KJ4PHG).
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Finance Committee: Richard Plotkin (K4RP)

 Nothing to report

Activities Committee: open position, chair
We need an ‘activities committee chair’. 
Peter requested to spend the rest of the meeting planning for FIELD DAY
FIELD DAY 2026 – Peter Jarosik (KA1WBE), sub-chair

REMEMBER “IT’S ABOUT THE POINTS”
 Announced Field Days are June 27th and 28th, 2026 at Cedar Hammock Fire Rescue 

Training Center.
 Peter Jarosik, (KA1WBE) will be overseeing this activity
 Let Peter or John know if anyone is planning on doing FT8/CW/Voice, etc
 Need to pass around a SIGN UP Sheet for those looking to participate
 Operators needed to help us get as many POINTS as possible
 If anyone has questions concerning Rules and Category issues please visit the ARRL 

website
 Looking to have at least one station working 24 hours a day during the event
 Volunteers are still needed to set-up, man stations, teardown, etc.
 Suggested to send an email to current and prior club members letting everyone know 

about Field Day
 We are in need of someone to be designated SAFETY OFFICER
 Looking into maybe doing some form of MEDIA/PUBLICITY/PRESS RELEASE 

notices
 Also maybe setting up an Information Table for those attending who may not have a 

complete knowledge of what Field Day is all about
 Have the VE computers available for logging 
 Possibility of setting up a SOLAR Panel with Controller
 Talk-in frequency will be 146.820

Social Day (Picnic)

- Will be held on July 18th, 3 to 7 PM, at the Bible Baptist Church. 
- Food being brought list to be circulated at next month’s meeting.
- Meat to be provided by Mission BBQ, Dawson to arrange this

Holiday Party 2026

 Scheduled for December 1st Peridia.
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Public Relations Committee: Lou Raniszewski (KD2LFR), chair

 Copy passed around to be viewed by attending members

 Tri-Fold flyer will be available by for distribution at Field Day 

 Please consider volunteering for this committee, as Lou is in need of an assistant.

Nominating Committee: open position.

Nothing to report
By-Laws Committee: Paul White (K3UWY) chair

Nothing to report
Education / Technical Committee: Paul White (K3UWY), chairman

 On Monday June 15th a discussion concerning Field Day will be held on the ZOOM 
presentation. 

 The July session will be:

o The updated HamClock

o Open HamClock

o HamDash

o DXLook

o PSK Reporter

o Quick look at the NOAA Space Weather forecast tools

Youth Committee: Noah Olson (W4NKO), chair 

 Reported on the status of the Foxhunt 

REPEATER: Ken Olson (K4NKO), Trustee 

K4GG is up and running and seems to working well, some outer areas of the county are 
still having issues and this to be worked on in the future.

VE testing: Richard Plotkin (K4RP), chair

 Test handling moved to W5YI, with a learning curve by all VE’s
 Testing cycle being move to odd numbered months to align with MARCIFest
 Next testing scheduled for May, then July
 The club testing is listed on the ARRL website
 We need more VEs, see Richard for more information
 Register with Richard Plotkin K8RWQ and please have your FRN # prior to 

registering.

OLD BUSINESS:

Only business as presented in the Committee reports.
NEW BUSINESS:

No new business
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PRESENTATION: 

Building Filters by Terry Simons (KX4FZ)

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The 50/50 drawing was held with the winner being Jay Willever (K0LJW) who donated his 
winnings of $23.50 back to the club, for a total of $4.00 income. Thank you very much.
‘Swap and Drop’ table available in the rear of the room at all meetings. 
Lunch tomorrow at IHOP on State Road 64. With next weeks being Lady’s Day.
There are MARCI tumblers available for purchase for $10.00 each. 

COMMENTS/QUESTIONS: questions and/or comments were solicited from the floor.
Echo Link is looking for somewhere to call home.  Still needs a computer to run on.  This to be 
addressed by Peter after Field Day

It was suggested that maybe the club attend a Marauder’s Baseball game in the future, Dawson 
looked into this and found the tickets are $16 each, this will be looked into at the August meeting.

ADJOURNMENT: 

Don’t forget the NETS…..Sunday and Wednesday Evening Check-ins!

Motion to adjourn was made by Terry Simons (KX4FZ) and seconded by Gary Chanco (KJ4PHG) 
Meeting was adjourned 20:12.

NEXT MEETING:

Our next meeting is August 4th 2026, First Tuesday, - 19:00 hours, Bible Baptist Church.

PLEASE BRING SINGLE DOLLAR BILLS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 50/50! 
1 ticket for $1.00, 6 tickets for $5.00.  6 ticket limit per person.

Respectfully Submitted,
Dawson Blackmore, Jr.  (N1IAC)
MARCI President (Formerly Secretary)
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