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July’s Club Picnic
Our July Picnic is on the 18th of July. We’ll be holding it within the big hall behind our regular club meeting room, 
at 2113 57th St E, Bradenton. AKA Morgan Johnson Road.  All members and their household are invited.

This picnic is always the replacement for our July meeting.  Our next MARCI General Meeting will be August 4th 
at 7pm at the usual place.

From the Editor – John Hartman, KQ4MTF

Hello Readers and Club Members!  We’ve completed Field Day, and now we turn immediately to the July Picnic. 
You will see Elizabeth Pugliese’s announcement below as our new Activities Committee chair.  Welcome aboard 
to Elizabeth and her son, Dylan. Both of them are new hams, and already contributing to the club. Thank you!

In this issue you may notice a few things have changed, and some things are missing. With the planning and work 
for Field Day, combined with the fact that we don’t have a July meeting (ever), I’ve shortened the issue.  We’re 
turning around immediately to work on the August issue, which will be delivered before our August meeting.  
Everything you know, love and expect will be in that issue.

Something similar will occur with our December issue. As the holidays are a frantic time for most of us, we’ll be 
working on a “Big Double Issue” that will arrive on your doorstep (so to speak) in early December. This will 
include November details, as well as any future December news we can gather.  We’ll be trying to load it up with 
all sorts of good ham articles to keep everyone reading until the new year.

We’ve returned to our traditional club logo, in this month’s issue. Our “cartoon manatee” logo was never official, 
and was being used as a substitute until a graphically sharp copy of the official logo could be found. Any thoughts 
on which version you prefer for the newsletter can be directed to the editor and he (me) will bring it to the Board 
of Directors meeting for discussion. 

 
You can send submissions of material, or questions related to the newsletter, to k4gg.newsletter@gmail.com. 
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From the President of MARCI – Dawson Blackmore, N1IAC 

Well, we made it through Field Day. Congratulations to John and Peter for an excellent job, and everybody that 
sat at the various consoles keying - talking - FT or whatever you did.  We even had a few first contacts. I 
understand Dylan got one also, congratulation.

Next, we’re looking at the summer outing to be held at Bible Baptist Church on the 18th 3 PM to 6 PM. Look 
forward to seeing everybody there too.

If you haven’t signed up, but still want to attend please contact Kay and let her how many are coming and if 
you’re bringing anything .

Just a quick status update on the .820 repeater (ARES MAN-2).  The county has agreed to install the antenna  
MARCI requested and adjust it to better handle the weak signal areas.  Stay tuned for further updates as they 
become available.

It’s oppressively hot out here everyone please be careful, hydrate and stay in the AC as much as possible.

Till the 18th..... 73 everyone.

From the Officers and Committees

The Treasurer (Kay Torralva, KR4EUA)
Editor’s Note: As we do not have a July meeting, the Treasurer’s report shall be published as a consolidated 

report for June and July, in our August newsletter at the end of this month. 

The Secretary (John Hartman, KQ4MTF)
As I was not at the June meeting, minutes were recorded by our former Secretary and new President, Dawson. We 
will publish minutes from May and June meetings in the August edition of the newsletter, at the end of this 
month.

Activities Committee (Elizabeth Pugliese, KR4MTL)
The summer picnic is coming up soon. It will be held on Saturday July 18th from 3 pm to 6 pm at the Bible 
Baptist Church in the Fellowship Hall (The room where we do the VE testing). Please contact Elizabeth KR4MTL 
at epugliese11@gmail.com or Kay KR4EUA at kaytorralva@verizon.net to advise that you will be able to attend 
and if you can bring a dish to pass. The picnic is open to all active MARCI members and anyone living in their 
household. Hoping to see everyone there! 
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News Around the Club
Mr and Mrs Willever at Field Day

On Field Day Sunday, Jay (K0LJW) and his lovely wife joined 
us to attempt some satellite contacts. Here we see the Willevers 
preparing to make calls while Kay searches for an orbit.

It was a group effort, as we were joined by Peter Jarosik 
(KA1WBE) and Elizabeth King (KN4IAB), neither pictured.  
Elizabeth brought her satellite gear as well, and assisted us in 
identifying the correct fly-over time for the ISS.

Unfortunately, we didn’t make a Satellite QSO on Field Day. Jay 
and Kay did get the International Space Station on the beam, 
though. With only the ISS and one Oscar set up for phone, and 
on a crowded Field Day no less, it’s no wonder a single QSO 
would yield 100 points.

It was amazing to us newbies, that it indeed works! Hearing 
other Field Day teams making contacts was awesome.

MARCI HF Net News!
As we all have seen via email, Paul White (KI3UWY) has been marshaling 
participants in our experimental HF net. 

So far, the net has been conducted almost every Thursday in June.  They’ve 
been working at 7pm as well as 8pm local (on different attempts).  And on the 
40 meter and 20 meter bands. It’s a matter of finding the best location at the 
best time with the best conditions. 
 
For those interested, Paul can be reached at paulwhite2@icloud.com. We’re 
especially hoping to hear from our Snowbird members, on the net.  Let’s see 
how far north we can go!

[Editor’s Note: I tried to join the net from the Upper Peninsula of Michigan at 

20 watts, with a compromised antenna. I heard them working Texas and 

Florida but couldn’t do more than SWL.]
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MARCI Crushed Field Day!
John Hartman, KQ4MTF

The Manatee Amateur Radio Club completed its second Field Day in a row, on 
Sunday the 28th of June. Everybody who volunteered for set-up gathered at the 
Cedar Hammock Fire Rescue Training Center at 9AM on Saturday and got 
right down to business.  Peter Jarosik and a handful of volunteers raised a full-
sized G5RV and two verticals, and had them 
plugged in and tested by 2pm. 

There was plenty to do inside, as well. We 
had a team including Kay Torralva 
(KR4EUA) and Sue Rhyne (KQ4RNZ) who 
set up our “front desk” for sign-ins and 
public displays.  This year we were handing 
out pamphlets to publicize the club, and even set up a QR code sign so visitors 

could get right to our membership page.  Another new part of our Field Day, were presentations made all day 
Saturday on Ham Radio topics. All of our visitors had a chance to learn some things from Barbara Cabral 
(KB4DWR) about Winlink messaging and radio operations.

The third leg of our set-up was the Radio Team, who got our stations in order. This year we geared up with an 
ICOM 7300 and an FT-710 as our primary stations. We used the club’s HF station for the GOTA rig. And finally, a 
station for VHF operations, where we made some 6 meter contacts during the event.  Peter, known for his love of 
FT-8 (sarcasm inserted here), was actually quite giddy to see our FT-8 setup on the FT-710.

Once we got rolling at 2pm Saturday, it was all CW 
and Digital modes for most of Field Day. We were 
going for the points, with a passion. Robert “RB” 
Boone (KZ4ZZ) and Terry Simons (KX4FZ) alternated 
on CW, with RB offering us his typical staying power 
to provide us with most of those QSOs. 

Ray Ortgiesen (WF1B) worked FT-8 and FT-4 well 
into the night alongside RB. It’s slightly ironic that 
between the two of them, they were using modes that 
are over 100 years apart in their invention. 

The GOTA station became quite active during Field Day. 
Emily Olson (W4ERO), Dylan Pugliese (KR4MJK) and 
Noah Csorja made contacts on that station. We had a few 
adults make QSOs as well. It was great to see some of 
our more experienced members step in to coach the 
young radio fans.

Overall, we made over 400 contacts via CW, and over 
550 contacts via FT-* (4 and 8!). Along with a handful of 
6 meter contacts, and the GOTA station contacts, we may 
do better this year than last.  This is also due to the additional “extra credit” we worked 
towards. Our safety officer, GOTA coach, training session, etc. These all fall within 

categories for which the ARRL grants bonus points.  We report our numbers to the League by the end of July, so 
look for a detailed break-down in our August issue.  We’ll also gather up more pictures from the event.
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Some of the Teardown Team on 

Sunday the 18th

Dylan made his first HF 

contact ever via our GOTA 

station
RB and Ray using the oldest 

and newest modes

Ferenc "Frank" Csorja 

(K7FCH) and son Noah, 

getting some wisdom from 

Jim Zientara (W4MAN)

Terry at the Key (using a 

mouse in this picture!)



When we tore it all down, as last year, we left the Training Center looking as if we had never been there. Every 
table in place, chair accounted for, a quick vacuum of the floor. Every water bottle we left behind, found and 
accounted for, to the great chagrin of our Field Day Leadership team. 

Now is the beginning of the planning for Field Day 2027. We’ll talk about what worked, what didn’t, what the 
pain points were and what the highlights were.  We learned from last year, and improved. We shall do the same 
this year and hope 2027 will be another outstanding Field Day year.

We would like to thank one particular person who made this event possible. Joe Callaghan (N4QC) is one of our 
members who, for the past two years, has made a specific donation to the club in support of Field Day.  All of our 
volunteers and operators who happen to be on-site for lunch or dinner, were able to get fed and hydrated 
throughout the event.  Thank you, Joe!

VE Exam Sessions 
Our next exam will be held on July 18, at 9AM as the Bible Baptist Church. We will be conducting exams on the 

third Saturday of every odd-numbered month.  This means that our next exam after July shall be on September 19.

Our exam team asks that you please register in advance, as we now conduct exams electronically. This allows us 

time to prepare on your behalf.  Please visit https://hamstudy.org/sessions/w5yi for more information.

If you wish to find our exam, or any other available exam in the area, please visit W5YI or the ARRL website.

Remember these important things to bring, on the day of your exam:

1. Your FRN Number

2. A PIN number issued per the instructions at W5YI

3. Your photo ID

4. For adults, the fee in cash, of $14 (under 18, it’s free!)

5. All your knowledge! :)

Testing starts promptly at 9:00 am at: 

Bible Baptist Church of Bradenton 
2113 57th St E 
Bradenton, FL 34208
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Websites of Interest 
Our MARCI website: Manatee-ARC.org 

Manatee County Emergency Support Group (ARES): MCESG

W5YI:  w5yi-vec.org

HamStudy: hamstudy.org

Manatee County Public Safety: https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety 

SKYWARN: https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/ 

How to get your FRN: https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/html/Register_New_FRN.htm

ARRL: ARRL.ORG 

Clubs and Other Nets

MARCI Club Repeater No nets yet  146.64 – 100.0 Hz

MARCI Info Net Sunday 8:00 pm  147.195 + 103.5 Hz 

MARCI HF Net (experimental) Most Thursdays TBD on 40 or 20 

meters

ARES Net Monday 7:00 pm  146.82 - 100.0 Hz 

SERC Traders Net (Sarasota) Monday 8:00 pm  146.730 - 100.0 Hz

 145.130 - 100.0 Hz

MARCI Traders Net (Bradenton) Wednesday 8:00 pm 147.195 + 103.5 Hz 

Manatee SKYWARN Net Thursday 8:00 pm 146.82 - 100.0 Hz 

WCF Eagle Net (Local NTS Net) Nightly 8:30 pm 145.43 - 100 Hz or 

442.95 + 100 Hz 

WCF Technical Net (tech assistance) Thursday 9:00 pm 145.43 - 100 Hz or 

442.95 + 100 Hz 

Mark Your Calendar!
The following upcoming events are noteworthy. Please mark your calendar for those items you find most 
important.

• Our July Picnic is on July 18th, and more info is in this current newsletter 
• Our next General Meeting is on August 4th at the usual place
• Manatee County ARES/RACES meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month
• The Board of Directors of MARCI meet every 3rd Thursday of the month
• Paul White’s Technical Presentations – 8pm, every third Monday of the month. Check for email.
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Items for Sale

Marsha Littlefield produces fine embroidered polo shirts and other items sporting the MARCI Logo and can be 
reached at 941-224-0400 or via email at mympmarsha@Yahoo.Com. Large orders are always appreciated!

Martin Jordan (KB1MJ) is selling three new five-foot Rohn R25G Tower Sections  plus the 3 foot top section with second 
mast bushing along with the housing.

Original price was $1027 not include tax and shipping.  Asking for $550.

Contact : 941-981-2687
KB1MJ@outlook.com
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