
  THE MANATEE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.                       June 2026 

 

 RADIOWAVESqrp                         

The MARCI Newsletter

Table of Contents

Field Day Location!............................................................................................................................................. 2

From the Editor – John Hartman, KQ4MTF.......................................................................................................2

From the President of MARCI – Ken Olson, K4KEO.........................................................................................3

From the Officers................................................................................................................................................ 3

The Treasurer (Kay Torralva, KR4EUA)...............................................................................................................................3

The Secretary (Dawson Blackmore, N1IAC)......................................................................................................................4

A Moment for Our Silent Key.............................................................................................................................4

News Around the Club....................................................................................................................................... 5

K4GG Radio Pets..................................................................................................................................................................5

Experimental MARCI HF Net Announced!.........................................................................................................................5

Field Day One Wasn’t Easy................................................................................................................................. 6

VE Exam Sessions................................................................................................................................................ 8

Websites of Interest...........................................................................................................................................9

Clubs and Other Nets......................................................................................................................................... 9

Mark Your Calendar!...........................................................................................................................................9

Items for Sale.................................................................................................................................................... 10

MARCI Radiowaves Newsletter  Page 1 of 11  May 2026   



Field Day Location!
Everyone is reminded that pre-Field Day setup starts at 9AM on June 27th, and that we go on the air at 2pm. 
We pack up and go home after 2pm on Sunday, the 28th.

We will rally here: 

6601 53rd Avenue East 
Bradenton, FL

Google Maps  ← This link will make your phone happy (https://maps.app.goo.gl/AmowiBMgXpn6cd2C6)

See you all there!

From the Editor – John Hartman, KQ4MTF

As you shall see in this issue, we’re staying focused on Field Day. Our Board of Directors change takes effect 
with our June meeting (technically June 1st, but we won’t all meet until the following Tuesday.)  But we remain 
focused on getting ready for two major events:

• Field Day, June 27th

• MARCI’s July Picnic, July 18th

Both of these topics will come up at our monthly meeting. And this will be the only meeting we hold, before both 
events. There will be a sign-up sheet for both events, at our meeting. 

Along with this month’s newsletter, the formal invitation for Field Day (including time and place) will be attached 
to your email. Regarding the picnic, it will be held at our club meeting location (Bible Baptist Church) and will be 
a nice informal occasion for everyone to chat and eat and hang out.

Meanwhile, Ken Olsen presents his final message as President of the Club, and we all wish to thank him for his 
leadership over the past two years. He will now take on the the role of Repeater Trustee, while Dawson assumes 
the presidency. Peter Jarosik will be our new Vice President, remain one of our two Award Winning Net 
Controllers (Thanks Tony!) and Field Day Co-ordinator.

Please go through your cameras and find good photos of your pets. We would like to feature “K4GG Radio Pets”, 
one per month, as part of our News Around the Club feature.  A picture of a cat in the shack, a dog in the antenna 
field, or a bird sorting QSL cards?  All are welcome!

Everyone have a Blessed June, and see you on Field Day.

Please remember, you can send submissions of material, or questions related to the newsletter, to 
k4gg.newsletter@gmail.com. 
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From the President of MARCI – Ken Olson, K4KEO 

Here we are entering the half way point in 2026, as we all know, this also signals the beginning of another 
hurricane season!

This is my last report as Dawson N1IAC has been elected to fill the president’s position effective June 1st. I will 
be remaining on the board of directors as repeater trustee/board member. It has been an honor to serve as your 
president for the past two years and I look forward to helping the current board in growing and improving our 
organization.

Field Day is this month on the 27th and 28th at Cedar Hammock Fire Training Facility.  Please see our new Vice 
President, Peter KA1WBE with any questions and let him know how you are able to help out. We are hoping to 
make this year’s event bigger and better than last year!

Richard K4RP informs me that he has 8 folks signed up as VE’s with W5YI. The next session is July 18th at 9 
am. If you are interested, he can always use more VEs, sign up with W5YI, it’s a quick and easy process. The 
testing session on May 16th saw an upgrade to Extra – me! And two new Technicians, Elizabeth and Dylan 
Pugliese. Congratulations to the newest hams in our great club!

Update on our K4GG repeater:

The repeater has been running nicely on the new frequency 146.64, tone 100.0. It is working very well with the 
duplexer that Paul K3UWY retuned. Please get on the frequency and check it out, I don’t hear many people using 
the repeater, let’s get some activity on the system!

We will continue to use MAN-8, 147.195+ tone 103.5  for our 2 regularly scheduled Nets at this time.
 Paul K3UWY is actively pursuing site acquisition to find a permanent home for the system.
At the meeting we are continuing our 50/50 fund raiser. Tickets will be 1 for $1 or 6 for $5. Please plan to 
participate to help us grow our funds.

Remember that MARCI operates two weekly nets, both on MAN-8, 147.195+ 103.5 tone. The MARCI 
information net on Sunday night at 8 pm and our MARCI traders net on Wednesday night at 8 pm. Tony & Pete 
put in a lot of time on running these nets and provide a wealth of information. PLEASE check into these nets to 
support Tony KB9A and Peter KA1WBE our Net control operators.

Please welcome new folks to our organization at lunch or the meeting with a handshake and an introduction and 
offer to help them out where you can.

Remember our weekly lunch at IHOP on SR64 near I-75 every Wednesday. We meet for conversation at 11:30 am 
and the food order is taken at noon. Plan to join us for food and fellowship!
73, Ken Olson K4KEO

From the Officers 

The Treasurer (Kay Torralva, KR4EUA)
The April financial report was presented at the May meeting, and the report was approved by the membership.

Please take a moment to complete the membership form if your contact information or license class needs to be 
updated.
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The Secretary (Dawson Blackmore, N1IAC)
[From the Editor: The minutes from our May meeting were not available at the time of publication. The minutes 

shall be discussed at the June meeting.]

[Also from the Editor: Dawson will take minutes at our June meeting, but starting in August, yours truly 

(KQ4MTF) will assume the role of Secretary]

A Moment for Our Silent Key
On April 3rd, 2026, a fellow club member and Canadian operator, passed away.  Harold “Harry” Splett, 
VE3HHS/SK was not just a member of our club, but was also active with his club in Ontario. His Canadian 
license carried the U.S. equivalent of Amateur Extra.

Please take a moment to honor his passing. 
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News Around the Club
K4GG Radio Pets

This is Murphy, soon to be 7 months old. A laberdoodle by all accounts. 
Energetic, curious, with all the manners of a 7 month old canine. Loves 
playing with Type 43 toroids wrapped with coax.

She has no call sign, but does respond to her name.

As her owner stresses to everyone, she’s for sale for $10 million. Cash.

It is hoped that she will be safe for the radio room within 18 months.

[Editor’s note: Please feel free to submit pet photos, to 

k4gg.newsletter@gmail.com.  We’ll feature them in this section along with 

any radio news from around the club!]

Experimental MARCI HF Net Announced!
At Paul White’s (KI3UWY) most recent technical presentation, we have this 
news: 

“we talked a bit last evening about establishing an HF net as folks in the club 
move around the country. I am going to propose 8PM on Thursday evenings 
on 40 meters. Since we have some with General tickets, that limits us to 
operating somewhere between 7.175MHZ and 7.3MHz. I would appreciate if 
you could do a bit of listening on 40M in the evenings and give me your 
thoughts on where we might try to squeeze a net into the 40M band.”

For those interested, Paul can be reached at paulwhite2@icloud.com. Once we 
find a suitable frequency, more info will be sent out to members. 

More info about Paul’s next presentation will be shared further down in the 
newsletter. 
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Field Day One Wasn’t Easy
John Hartman, KQ4MTF

1933
In 1932, the Communications Director of the ARRL had an idea. F.E. Handy was their name, but little is recorded 
about this person today. 

In June of 1933, the first ARRL field day commenced. It was a weekend, the second Saturday of the month and 
ended on Sunday. The broader rules were the same, but much more real than today. It was a test of emergency 
communication response, using emergency power. No air conditioning, no folding tables made from plastic, no 
motor cars, not a single luxury!  But possibly there was a professor making a transmitter out of an AM radio? 
(Editors note: yes, there were automobiles. There are no records on how many were used for Field Day.)

The G5RV antenna wouldn’t be invented for another 13 years.  The idea of a GOTA station wouldn’t occur for 
decades. Not much is known about what antennas they used for Field Day that year. But long wire or simple 
dipoles were certainly the order of the day.  Batteries and hand crank generators were far more common than gas 
generators and solar panels. The operating principles of solar power were just newly understood by 1933.

It was a home-brew world. Hallicrafters was founded that very year, so no one was an Appliance User in those 
days.  Single Sideband was a niche, experimental branch of the hobby. For those in our club who malign today’s 
FT-8, we can simply reply “sideband wasn’t always king!”

A common home-brew rig in those days 
would be a single-tube 5 watt cw 
transmitter relying on the Type 45 
“valve”.  Today one of those as New Old 
Stock would run you two to three 
hundred dollars. Anyone who wants to 
fiddle with making such a rig today 
would be better served by a miniature 
triode tube from the 60s or 70s.  Shown 
here is a modern kit, one of which the 
author was able to purchase at the recent 
Plant City Hamfest.  It will put out a bit 
less than a watt, but a similarly sized 

amplifier circuit would surely get the user 5 watts.

By the end of Field Day 1933, W4PAW was able to make 62 contacts, over 28 sections. With a score of 1,876 
points, they won the day.  They did it with six operators working over 27 hours, as one of 50 stations. We can 
clearly see that duplicate contacts were probably allowed in 1933! Today, almost 32,000 operators participated in 
Field Day 2025. Handy’s idea stuck!

Interestingly, call sign W4PAW is now held by a gentleman in Georgia, with general class privileges.

1941
Like many things in daily life, Field Day was suspended during World War 2. On December 8th, 1941, our keys 
went silent. Twenty-five thousand ham operators, nearly half of us, served in the Armed Forces during the war. 
Others brought their skills into war production jobs. And just a small number of us were part of the War 
Emergency Radio Service, in civil defense roles.  There are quite a few tales to be told, perhaps in another article, 
of the “operators who listened”. We provided intelligence from over seas, uncovered espionage within our 
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borders, and built and used the military radios which would become our surplus gems after the war. Amateur VHF 
operations resumed in 1945, and full HF operations in 1946.

1979
Fast forward to 1979, the half way point between today and that first Field Day.   Ten years after Field Day was 
fixed to the last weekend of June.

For most of June, the Donna Summers hit “Hot Stuff” was the number one song on AM and FM Broadcast. Most 
of us can still hear it in our heads. But on Field Day weekend, Anita Ward broke to the top of the charts with 
“Ring My Bell”. To this day when you say 1979 to me, that song rings between my ears.  This was the year the 
author discovered the ARRL Handbook at the public library. 

That year, the South Lyon Area ARC took the prize with 1,062 contacts in the 2A category.  They operated under 
the call sign WB8QXB that year.  They remained a power-house winner through much of the 80’s under the call 
sign W8AR. This was and is the call sign of one Walter C. Robinson, of Stow, Ohio. Still active according to 
QRZ! Our club will be operating as 2A, and we all hope to do just as well.

The dominance of single side-band, a mere niche in 1933, was well established. After World War 2, its use in Ham 
Radio ramped up and never stopped. It overtook AM in our bands by the mid 1960s. Known as the “slop bucket 
boys”, AM operators clung to the mode, but SSB was the way it was done by 1979.  To those who say “So what” 
to such a change, the author recommends tuning into 3.885 MHz on a Sunday morning around 7AM. SSB is 
efficient and common, but on the Florida AM Group net, you can actually hear beautiful amplitude modulation. 

In 1979 the U.S. Military was still developing digital signal processing under project “Speakeasy”. It wouldn’t be 
on the radar for Ham Radio for another 20 years.  Other advancements in radio that we wouldn’t see for awhile, 
were bubbling up from the brains of electrical engineers. Surface mount technology, software defined radio, P.25, 
the internet, the cell phone. The list goes on. Not all of them from 1979 obviously. But 1979 might be called the 
end of an era as our radio hobby changed from home-
brew to appliance based operations.  Though today 
many of us might still be cooking up our own radios or 
fixing older ones, we all rely on a brand name rig as our 
primary.  Hot stuff indeed!

1991
Our own Ham Of the Year and Award Winning Net 
Controller, also known as Field Day Co-ordinator Pete 
Jarosik (KA1WBE), went to his first Field Day in 1991. 
As the story goes, he was also sighted cooking burgers 
and dogs for the team. They conducted Field Day from 
the parking lot of the Fort Phoenix State Reservation in 
Fairhaven, Massachusets. Were it invented yet, sounds 
like a perfect place for a Parks on the Air activation!

True to form, Pete brought his van for equipment and shelter during Field Day. At the time it was a 1983 Ford 
Econoliner. With nothing but batteries, an old Ten-Tec, and a Butternut antenna who’s virtues cannot be listed 
(literally, it had no virtues), they operated as 1A. This year, we will see a newer van, more equipment, and a better 
antenna. Special thanks from Radiowaves for getting Field Day re-started at K4GG! 

Today
As we approach June 27th, take a moment to look back on the history of Field Day and the radios we once used.  
Imagine how conditions of operation have changed since 1933. Our site will be at the Cedar Hammock Fire 
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Rescue Training Center, a far cry from a canvas tent at midnight during The Depression!  We’ve outlasted the 
mosquitoes, we’ve packaged our snacks for long shelf life, we’ve cranked up the AC. Our water comes in bottles, 
and our radios show up in boxes. But Maxwell’s Equations stand forever, even if we do modulate RF in different 
ways. Even CW operations aren’t as tough as it used to be.  Perhaps some day we’ll be earning Field Day points 
for QSOs made from a permanent lunar 2 meter repeater? Or 3-D amateur TV? Who can say what changes our 
hobby will undergo.

Happy Field Day 2026, all!

73, KQ4MTF

VE Exam Sessions 
The club would like to welcome two new Hams to our hobby, and a new Amateur Extra. We had three examinees, 

two now being new Technicians.

Our next exam will be held on July 18, at 9AM as the Bible Baptist Church. We will be conducting exams on the 

third Saturday of every odd-numbered month.  This means that our next exam after July shall be on September 19.

Our exam team asks that you please register in advance, as we now conduct exams electronically. This allows us 

time to prepare on your behalf.  Please visit https://hamstudy.org/sessions/w5yi for more information.

If you wish to find our exam, or any other available exam in the area, please visit W5YI or the ARRL website.

Remember these important things to bring, on the day of your exam:

1. Your FRN Number

2. A PIN number issued per the instructions at W5YI

3. Your photo ID

4. For adults, the fee in cash, of $14 (under 18, it’s free!)

5. All your knowledge! :)

Testing starts promptly at 9:00 am at: 

Bible Baptist Church of Bradenton 
2113 57th St E 
Bradenton, FL 34208
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Websites of Interest 
The Florida AM Group: https://flamgroup.wordpress.com/

Our MARCI website: Manatee-ARC.org 

Manatee County Emergency Support Group (ARES): MCESG

W5YI:  w5yi-vec.org

HamStudy: hamstudy.org

Manatee County Public Safety: https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety 

SKYWARN: https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/ 

How to get your FRN: https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/html/Register_New_FRN.htm

ARRL: ARRL.ORG 

Clubs and Other Nets

MARCI Club Repeater No nets yet  146.64 – 100.0 Hz

MARCI Info Net Sunday 8:00 pm  147.195 + 103.5 Hz 

MARCI HF Net (experimental) TBD (Thursdays?) TBD on 40 meters

ARES Net Monday 7:00 pm  146.82 - 100.0 Hz 

SERC Traders Net (Sarasota) Monday 8:00 pm  146.730 - 100.0 Hz

 145.130 - 100.0 Hz

MARCI Traders Net (Bradenton) Wednesday 8:00 pm 147.195 + 103.5 Hz 

Manatee SKYWARN Net Thursday 8:00 pm 146.82 - 100.0 Hz 

WCF Eagle Net (Local NTS Net) Nightly 8:30 pm 145.43 - 100 Hz or 

442.95 + 100 Hz 

WCF Technical Net (tech assistance) Thursday 9:00 pm 145.43 - 100 Hz or 

442.95 + 100 Hz 

Florida AM Group Sunday 6:30 AM prenet 3.885 MHz

Mark Your Calendar!
The following upcoming events are noteworthy. Please mark your calendar for those items you find most 
important.

• Field Day will be  June 27th and 28th at the Cedar Hammock Fire Rescue Training Center (same as last 
year) 

• Manatee County ARES/RACES meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month
• The Board of Directors of MARCI meet every 3rd Thursday of the month
• Florida AM Group net every Sunday at 7AM
• Paul White’s Technical Presentations – June 15th at 8pm! And every third Monday of the month.
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Items for Sale

Marsha Littlefield produces fine embroidered polo shirts and other items sporting the MARCI Logo and can be 
reached at 941-224-0400 or via email at mympmarsha@Yahoo.Com. Large orders are always appreciated!

Peter Jarosik (KA1WBE) Has several items for sale. If interested, he asks that you please call or text him at 
(941) 580-8696 for info.  Please note that some items may have already been sold:

• Newly added item: ANRITSU Microwave Repeater Checker Model MS75B asking $1000 obo!
• Swan 10 amp power supply with a Speaker $35.00
• SEC 1223 Power Supply $75.00 
• Rack Mount 70 amp Power Supply $100.00 
• Drake W-4 H.F.WATT Meter $100.00
• Kenwood TM 221A 2 meter 50 Watt Radio $60.00
• MFJ-949E Antenna Tuner $125.00
• Hustler 17 meter add on Kit (new) $ 100.00 
• TEN-TEC DESK MIC with Stand,Base and Carry case $125.00

Ken Olsen (K4KEO) is managing an estate sale, and has the following items that might catch your interest. 
Please contact him at  (716) 695-5235.  Or you can contact Peter. 

• MFJ-4035 Power Supply $135.00 
• DR-Meter Power Supply PS-3010 $100.00 
• Kenwood TS-570D H.F. Radio $600.00
• Kenwood TS-590S H.F./6 Meter Radio $800.00
• Heathkit HM-2102 Wattmeter (50 to 150 MHZ) $50.00
• Icom IC-4512A Uhf All Mode 10 watt base station (430-440MHZ ONLY) $100.00
• Midland 18-1430D Power Supply $20.00
• Bowman MarkII 5volt@1 amp Power Supply $20.00
• Heathkit IG-18 Audio generator $50.00
• CDE HAM IV Control box $60.00

Bill Miller (K9HXO) has items for sale. He’s selling his Elekraft K3S and P3 Panadapter.  He’d prefer to sell them together, 
but would consider separate offers. All Firmware is up to date. Original K3s and P3 manuals. Also included, custom cloth 
covers for both the K3s and P3. Asking $3650.00, OBO, check or money order. No trades or swaps, please. 

The Elekraft K3 and accessories Asking $3010:

• K3S sn:11690, DXer Package, Factory Built
• K3S-F, Factory built transceiver
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• KPA3A-F, 100w Amplifier
• KAT3A-F, internal antenna tuner
• KIO3B, USB Interface and Sound Card
• KFL3A-2.8, 2.8/2.7-F kHz filter
• KFL3A-2.1-F, 2.1 kHz Hi Perf SSF/Data Filter
• KFL3C-400-F, 400 Hz Hi Perf CW/Data Filter
• KBPF3A-F, K3S General Coverage RX Module
• KRX3A-F, K3S Sub-receiver, Diversity Capable
• KDVR3-D, K3S Digital Voice Recorder
• KFL3A-2.8, 2.8/2.7-F kHz filter for KRX3A
• KFL3C-400-F, 400Hz for KRX3A
• KTCX03-1-F, K3S TXCO 5ppm Oscillator

And the Panadapter with accessories asking $650: 
• P3-F Panadapter, sn:4934
• P3SVGA, P3 Video/FFT Adapter
• Cable set for connecting K3S and P3. K3S power cord with power pole connector
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