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Membership Renewal Drive

We would like to thank everyone who has renewed their membership for 2026. There remains an opportunity for 
those who still wish to renew. Please take a moment to help MARCI continue its work in 2026, and take 
advantage of the comradery that comes through membership.

Some of the plans for this year, which you can enjoy best through your membership, include:
• the July Picnic
• the December Holiday party
• MARCIfest 2026
• K4GG Field Day activities
• Parks on the Air Activity – this is a new push for 2026!

Renewal Details:

$25 individual membership
$5 for each additional licensed member of the household

We will accept a check payable to: MARCI
Mail to:
POBOX 1823
Oneco Florida 34264

To pay over PayPal, please visit our website under the membership page. Remember that a transactions fee is 
included.

https://manatee-arc.org

To pay in cash, please attend the monthly meeting.

If you have any changes to your contact information or new call sign, please let us know.

From the Editor – John Hartman, KQ4MTF

Welcome to our March 2026 Edition of RadioWaves.  I’ve taken on the ownership of a new puppy, this month. 
Murphy is a 4 month old Laberdoodle who is currently consuming all of my time. No one warned me (enough) 
about the labors of puppy raising, so this month has not only been short, but busy outside of radio and publishing.

I miss my radio shack. I miss the extra few days for working on the newsletter, that a normal month provides.  
Please enjoy this month’s edition and remember: MARCIFest is coming. We will be discussing final steps at our 
general meeting, this month! Happy March, all!

As a reminder to our readers and contributors, the email address for our newsletter is 
k4gg.newsletter@gmail.com.  Please direct your correspondence to this email.  Letters to the Editor, article 
ideas, fully written articles, regular contributions or even pictures of your cat making a QSO are welcome.

From the President of MARCI – Ken Olson, K4KEO 

In a few days it will be March, and that means that MARCIFEST is only a few short
weeks away. If you have not already notified John KQ4MTF of an assignment that
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you would like, please contact him or plan to sign up at the meeting. A signup
sheet will be passed around during the meeting.

John Hartman KQ4MTF is still fine tuning Radiowaves. Please offer him any
assistance that you can.

We are also beginning the planning for field day in June. The Cedar Hammock fire
facility has been secured again this year.

Update on our K4GG repeater:
Our repeater trustee Harry, KF4CFZ has the retuned duplexer, courtesy of Paul
White K3UWY. Paul fine tuned the cavities and the unit now has better
pass/reject than it had on the old frequency pair. Harry is planning on having the
repeater up and running within the next few days.
We will continue to use MAN-8 at for our scheduled Nets.

Our AED is now in service. The wall mounted cabinet in our meeting room was
installed for us courtesy of the church.

At the meeting we are continuing our 50/50 fund raiser. Tickets will be 1 for $1 or
6 for $5. Please plan to participate to help us grow our funds.

Remember that MARCI operates two weekly nets, both on MAN-8. The MARCI
information net on Sunday night at 7 pm and our MARCI traders net on
Wednesday night at 8 pm. Tony and Pete put in a lot of time on running these nets
and provide a wealth of information. PLEASE check into these nets to support
Tony KB9A and Peter KA1WBE our Net control operators.

If you have not paid your dues yet, please take care of that right away as March 1 st
is the deadline. Put out the word that our great club is looking to welcome new
members.

Please welcome new folks to our organization at lunch or the meeting with a
handshake and an introduction and offer to help them out where you can.

Remember our weekly lunch at IHOP on SR64 near I-75 every Wednesday. We meet
for conversation at 11:30 am and the food order is taken at noon. Plan to join us
for food and fellowship!

73, Ken Olson K4KEO

From the Officers 

The Treasurer (Kay Torralva, KR4EUA)
The January financial report was presented at the February meeting, along with an overview of past financial data 
and the proposed 2026 budget. After review and discussion, the report was approved by the membership.

We currently have 135 active members. Members are reminded to please sign in when attending meetings so our 
attendance records stay accurate.  [Editor’s note: Please take a moment to renew your membership!]
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The Secretary (Dawson Blackmore, N1IAC)
The minutes from our February meeting are provided near the end of this month’s newsletter.
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Committee Reports

The following committee chairs have provided us with updates for this month’s issue.  Please refer to our website 
for a complete list of official committee chairs.

Technical / Education Committee  :    Paul White (K3UWY), chair
Next month on March 16 we will have a guest speaker, Corey Brown, WB0RXQ. Corey is the President and 
owner of Blue Ridge Amateur Radio, and also the club president of the Watauga Amateur Radio Club in North 
Carolina. Corey builds custom antenna tuners and related components. If you get the chance, wander over to his 
website at http://www.blueridgeamateurradio.com/.

In April, on the 20th, we will be talking about the Smith Chart. For those who joined us last week, we had a brief 
intro to the Smith Chart. We will go a bit deeper in April. For those of you who are just intimidated by the Smith 
Chart, it is our goal to minimize your anxiety!

Youth Committee: Noah Olsen (W4NKO), chair

The foxhunt is on hold until both Tony and I have a clear schedule. More information to come.
 

Ten Years Ago This Month
[Editor’s note: This is part 15 of a technical series presented in RadioWaves from ten years ago.  Unfortunately, 

the author has only recently become a Silent Key, in October of 2025.  We present to you, some of his work.]

de John Bee, N1GNV:

Well, I've been rambling on about antennas, feedline, and related topics for quite a while.  I'm going to depart 
from that for now, but I'll get back to it.  I've noticed that quite a few folks have questions about DC Power and 
wiring, so we'll spend some time exploring that topic.  I'll try to boil things down so that you can get an idea of 
the considerations and arrive at appropriate choices.  Standard disclaimer -- I'm not an electrical engineer.  I'll 
probably over-simplify and over-generalize, and some of my thoughts may not be "Mil-Spec" or exactly by the 
book.  Nit-picking, whining, and carping will be ignored; but if I make a major error I'd appreciate hearing about 
it.

And the number one question about DC Power I get at Hamfests and online is...
"What size wire should I use to do this or that?"
In the US, wire sizes are most often referred to as "## gauge", or sometimes "##AWG", which stands for 
American Wire Gauge.  In the metric world, wire is measured in square millimeters, referring to the area of a 
cross-section.  We'll stick with AWG for this discussion.  It's important to note that the higher the gauge number, 
the smaller the wire is.  Doubling, or halving, the size of the wire means approximately 3 gauge numbers down or 
up.  In other words, two #14 wires in parallel roughly equals a #11 wire.

Factors involved in selecting wire include cost, size, weight, flexibility, voltage rating, current capacity 
(ampacity), and voltage drop.  The first four are self-explanatory and not really pertinent to our discussion.  We'll 
focus on the other three.

(1) Voltage rating.  At some voltage level, any insulation will break down.  Sometimes that's good -- when the 
current arcs across the gap in your car's spark plugs, that ignites the air/gasoline mix in the cylinder and your car 
moves.  Most times, though, that's bad.  Fortunately, most of the wire and connectors we use for DC power are 
rated for 600 volts or better, so in general we don't need to be concerned with the voltage rating of our wire.  But 
if you're working with high voltage circuits, like those for vacuum tubes, you need to be aware of it.
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(2) Current capacity (ampacity).  Here's where things start to matter.  All wire has some resistance.  Current 
flowing through a resistance generates some heat.  The more current we draw through a wire, the more heat is 
generated. Lower the resistance, and less heat is generated.  Larger diameter wire has less resistance, and thus can 
safely carry more current.  You can look online for tables giving the resistance per foot of various sized wire.

If we pull enough current through a wire, it will heat to the point that the insulation melts and possibly catches 
fire.  At an even higher level of current, such as a short circuit, the wire itself will actually melt!  Now you may be 
thinking "Hey, that sounds like a fuse".  And you'd be exactly right.  A fuse is just a wire designed to melt at a 
certain temperature when a given current attempts to flow through it.

The National Electrical Code specifies #10 wire for 30 Amps, #12 for 20 Amps, and #14 for 15 Amps.  This 
assumes proper fuses or circuit breakers are installed.  You won't go wrong following these guidelines.  But keep 
in mind that they are for typical home or commercial wiring enclosed in a plastic or metal sheath or in a conduit -- 
and so with no cooling airflow around them.  And they are for an AC signal/voltage, where due to the skin effect, 
most of the current flows on the outside of the wire.  How are these ratings determined?  By determining a safe 
rise in wire temperature, given the type of insulation used -- with a generous safety margin, of course.

There's no electrical penalty if you use larger wire than necessary for the expected current.  However, it will cost 
more, weigh more, and be less flexible.  You may need larger and more expensive connectors, as well.  But 
sometimes that's what's needed to get the job done.  Why?  If you guessed "voltage drop", pat yourself on the 
back!
(3)  The last, and sometimes forgotten, factor we'll consider is voltage drop.  As we noted above, all wire has 
some resistance.  And according to our old friend Mr. Ohm and his Laws, the voltage drop across a load is directly 
proportional to both the resistance and the current.  Remember E=IR?

Let's take a simple circuit for an example -- a transceiver powered by a 13.8V DC power supply.  You can think of 
it as 3 resistors connected in series.  The positive supply wire, the radio, and the negative return to the power 
supply.  Basic theory tells us that the voltage will divide among the 3 resistors, in proportion to their value.  Keep 
in mind that if you have a 10 foot run of wire from the supply to the radio, you have 2 wires (+ and -) for a total of 
20 feet and thus two voltage drops in the wire.

Why does voltage drop matter?  Electronic devices are designed to operate at a specified voltage.  Ham Radio 
transceivers are quite often specified to require 13.8V +/- 15%, or 11.73 to 15.87V.  Check your radio's manual to 
be sure!  If the voltage drops below the minimum, you may get reports of distortion on your signal, or the radio 
may shut itself off unexpectedly.  Since many power supplies have adjustable voltage, you could, in theory, boost 
the voltage.  But at higher voltages your electronics will run hotter.  Heat is the enemy of electronics!  Not an 
approach I would recommend if you're looking for long time service from your radio.
There's not a lot we can do to reduce the current that a particular device draws, or to lessen its resistance -- and 
thus reduce its voltage drop.  A typical 100 Watt HF transceiver draws roughly 20 amps of current transmitting at 
full power.  Sure, we can reduce the output power, but think about it for a minute.  Power (Watts) = Current times 
Voltage.  So to produce 100W of RF, our radio is using 20 Amps x 13.8 Volts or 276 Watts.  Nearly 2/3 of the 
power is used by the radio's internal circuitry, or is dissipated as heat.  Cutting our power down by half might save 
a few amps, but not very many.

And so we arrive at the obvious solution.  Use wire heavy enough to reduce the voltage drop to an acceptable 
level.

That's it for this month.  Next time, we'll look at some real-world examples and I'll explain how to determine what 
you need.

[Editor: Thank you, John Bee, N1GNV]
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VE Exam Sessions 

MARCI is pleased to announce that Amateur Radio License examinations are once again hosted by the club.  Our 

first electronically administered test will be March 14, at MarciFest.

We now organize our testing under the W5YI VE Co-ordinator. Richard Plotkin (K4RP) has taken on the position 

of “Contact Volunteer Examiner”, our Team Lead within the W5YI structure.

If you’re curious about how W5YI works, please visit w5yi-vec.org.  For those who might be thinking “I dunno, 

this seems different!”, the editor would like to mention that both Tampa and King’s Point test through this 

organization.

If you would like to take an exam, be it for a new license or an upgrade, we ask that you register through their 

website.  They provide all the tools you need to get your FRN number, find an exam, and get your “ticket in hand” 

in the fastest possible way.  Our next exam is posted here, and we will be ready for your arrival on test day: 

MARCIFest Exam

Testing starts promptly at 9:00 am. Also, please bring your FCC issued FRN number and photo ID.

Location: 

Bible Baptist Church of Bradenton 
2113 57th St E 
Bradenton, FL 34208

Websites of Interest 
Our MARCI website: Manatee-ARC.org 

Manatee County Emergency Support Group (ARES): MCESG

W5YI:  w5yi-vec.org

HamStudy: hamstudy.org

Manatee County Public Safety: https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety 

SKYWARN: https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/ 

How to get your FRN: https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/html/Register_New_FRN.htm

ARRL: ARRL.ORG 
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Clubs and Other Nets

MARCI Info Net Sunday 8:00 pm. – (note 

the new time)

147.195 + 103.5 Hz 

ARES Net Monday 7:00 pm.  147.195 + 103.5 Hz 

SERC Traders Net (Sarasota) Monday 8:00 pm  146.730 - 100.0 Hz

 145.130 - 100.0 Hz

MARCI Traders Net (Bradenton) Wednesday 8:00 pm. 147.195 + 103.5 Hz 

Manatee SKYWARN Net Thursday 8:00 pm. 147.195 +103.5 Hz 

WCF Eagle Net (Local NTS Net) Nightly 8:30 pm. 145.43 - 100 Hz or 

442.95 + 100 Hz 

WCF Technical Net (tech assistance) Thursday 9:00 pm. 145.43 - 100 Hz or 

442.95 + 100 Hz 

Mark Your Calendar!
The following upcoming events are noteworthy. Please mark your calendar for those items you find most 
important.

• Our upcoming MARCI meetings will be March 3rd followed by April 7th

• Manatee County ARES/RACES meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month
• The Board of Directors of MARCI meet every 3rd Thursday of the month
• MARCIFest will be held on March 14th

Items for Sale
Geoff Haines (N1GY), who can be reached at 941-447-8579 or at geoffhaines150@gmail.com, has the following 
setup offered for sale: A complete Parks On The Air portable HF system complete with antenna mast. 

For $700.00 or best offer, this includes:
• A Xiegu G-90 HF radio, never used, full HF range.
• A stand for the radio which includes tilt up legs and a cooling fan as well as wiring to
• power the radio from different sources.
• Two Iron-Phosphate 10 Amp batteries plus wiring harness so they feed in parallel.
• One mains power supply when mains power is available.
• One wire harness with 12 volt vehicle power plug.
• A amperage and voltage digital display with separate on off switch.
• One hand microphone.
• One Military style telephone type handset with adapter to fit radio.
• One end-fed wire antenna complete with UN-UN and BNC connector
• One copy of “The Parks on the Air” Book
• 25 feet RG8x coax with BNC connectors.
• One Nano VNA – H4 Handheld Vector Network Analyzer.
• One carrying case, suitably sized to carry all of the above with a built in securing system for
• the Iron-Phosphate Batteries.
• One 18 foot telescopic mast to secure the upper end of the wire antenna.
• One screw-in ground mount for the mast.

MARCI Radiowaves Newsletter  Page 8 of 13  January 2026   

mailto:geoffhaines150@gmail.com


The following list was originally published last month, and remains accurate. Peter Jarosik has provided us with a 
short inventory of items, many of which he has taken in consignment for the estates of silent keys. Please direct 
inquiries to ka1wbe@gmail.com for details on these items:

• KENWOOD 922L Legal limit Amplifier $900.00
• TEN-TEC Desk mic with stand and carry case $135.00 
• DENTROL JR. MONITOR Antenna Tuner $60.00
• SEC 1223 power supply $75.00
• DRAKE W-4 HF. Watt Meter $100.00
• SWAN 10 Amp Power Supply with built in spk $35.00 
• ICOM 718 Radio W/25 Amp Power Supply
• and MFJ AT-100 Tuner in a Box $600.00
• KENWOOD TS-570d HF Radio $600.00
• KENWOOD  TS-590 HF Radio with 6 meters Like New $900.00
• KENWOOD TS-520D with EXT. Speaker  and radio cover $ 325.00
• LDG AT-1000 PRO II Auto Tuner $ 450.00
• LDG AT-11 Auto Tuner $ 100.00
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•

Minutes of the February Meeting

MANATEE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES – February 3rd, 2026 

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH, BRADENTON, FL

Meeting called to order at @ 19:01 hours by Ken Olson (K4KEO), President 

Flag Salute and Pledge of Allegiance

ATTENDANCE TONIGHT: 27 of 134 total members, noted quorum present.

INTRODUCTIONS: 
BOD announced and identified themselves.
Attendees announced and identified themselves with their call signs.

NEW MEMBERS: 
No new members noted________________________________________ - ______________

GUESTS: 
(No Guest)__________________________________________________ 

NET CONTROL:

Peter Jarosik (KA1WBE), MARCI Traders Net – Wednesday evenings, 8pm 
Tony Vasile (KB9A), MARCI Info Net – Sunday evenings, 8pm. 
Attendees reminded to please “Check In”

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  Presented by Dawson Blackmore (N1IAC), Secretary

 Motion to accept the minutes as communicated via email and published in RADIOWaves, was 
made by James Zientara (W4MAN) and seconded.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Kay Torralva (KR4EUA), Treasurer

 Announced that there are currently 134 members of MARCI. 
 Kay gave the Financial Report for January 2026 with a closing balance of $2,750.35.
 Kay is working on a budget for 2026 using data from 2019 thru 2025 as a guideline.
 Motion was made to accept the report as presented by Chuck Roswell (K2MGL), and 

seconded by James Zientara (W4MAN).

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Finance Committee:   Richard Plotkin (K4RP), chair

Nothing to report at present as he is out preparing for eye surgery tomorrow. 

Activities Committee:  John Hartman (KQ4MTF), chair
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FIELD DAY 2026

 Announced Field Days are June 27th and 28th, 2026 at Cedar Hammock Fire 
Rescue Training Center.

 Pete Jarosik (KB9A), is already working on plans for this year’s Field Day. 

MARCIFest 2026

 The Food Truck deal has fallen through and it was suggested we offer food 
ourselves with cooking being done by club members.  Various truck vendors 
have been approached and since we can’t guarantee a minimum number they 
will make, most have declined.

 Liz Raucci (KQ4NAD) has agreed to handle coffee for club members.
 John still needs volunteers.  
 Pete Jarosik (KB9A), continues to advertise our outing by passing out flyers at 

the various events he attends.

Social Day (Picnic)

 Currently being worked on and will be held on July 18th at the Bible Baptist 
Church. 

 We are in need of an ‘activities committee assistant’ to help mostly with phone 
calls as John is now Editor of RadioWaves and has some other activities time 
constraints. 

Holiday Party 2026

 Tentatively scheduled for December 1st Peridia. John and Dawson will work on 
new contract with Peridia banquet manager.

There is no presenter scheduled for February to date. 

Public Relations Committee:  Lou Raniszewski (KD2LFR), chair

 Announced a new “public facing” FaceBook page is being worked on.  This is an 
additional avenue to get the HAM info out in the community.

Nominating:  Dawson Blackmore (N1IAC), chair

 Nothing to report.  
 The Nominating Committee will be reactivated within the next few weeks by the Board 

of Directors in order to present a slate of officers eligible for election in May, 2026. 

By-Laws:  seeking a chairperson to oversee (), chair

Nothing to report.  
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Education / Technical Committee:  Paul White (K3UWY), chair

 Announced his next one-hour ZOOM session will now be held on the 3  rd   Monday   of the 
month, at 8 pm and going forward. 

 This month’s topic will be will be “Basic HAM Radio – Radio Theory”.
 March is “SWR, Analyzers and Signal Generators”.  
 Please  submit  additional  topics  for  him  to  present  to  meet  your  interest;  maybe 

“Tuners” in the future.  These presentations are available via ZOOM and open to 
anyone.  

Youth Committee:  Noah Olson (W4NKO), chair 

 Still waiting to confirm with Tony Vasile, KB9A, on plans for this event.

OLD BUSINESS:

REPEATER: Harry Rensel (KF4CFZ),

 Harry has applied to FASMA for a particular frequency and sent several reminders over 
the past three months, but has not received approval yet.  It was stated that FASMA is  
having issues and we are not the only organization awaiting approval.  We will activate 
the frequency ourselves at the site where it is currently located, even if we have not had 
a response from FASMA  

 Still need a computer to install EchoLink   
 KM4EC is new county MAN-2 repeater
 Members are encouraged to use the MAN2 frequency as well as MAN8 for non-MAN2 

issues.
 ARES has elected to move to MAN2 in the near future
 Members are still requested to note their location on the map at the back of the room, 

that will be used to give us a further tool to identify a way we can support our radio 
usage 

VE testing: Richard Plotkin (K4RP), chair

 Future VE Exams are on hold since the prior lead examiner resigned
 Richard has agreed to become Lead Examiner and is working on setting up a team
 Identifying exactly what equipment is available and how its setup is being worked on 
 All future exams must use the electronic version for testing and submitting results to 

ARRL
 Also, as of now we are going to be using a ‘Pre Register’ format

AED:

 Our Automatic External Defibrillator is currently in service and will be available at any 
of our club functions as well as being available to the church
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NEW BUSINESS:

No new business

PRESENTATION: 

“Basic HAM Radio – Radio Theory”, presented by Ken Olson (K4KEO) and Pete Jarosik 
(KB9A).
Discussion topics included:

 Antenna issues with most HOAs not permitting outside units, but there are ways around 
that and still have a good ¼ wave antenna 

 Transistor issues that operator might run into
 If radios and Antennas are not set up correctly operators could ‘Burn Up’ there radio
 2 meter usage using Side-Banding
 10 meters
 Solar Cycles
 Other bands opening up in the near future
 APRS
 Different types of cable and connectors and selecting the best one for your usage
 Soldering, always use the best gun you can get, forget the cheap ‘Pencil’ type they don’t 

put out enough heat to do the job

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The 50/50 drawing was held with the winner being Stan (W4HIX), who won $41.00 which he 
immediately donated back to the club.  Thank you very much.
‘Swap and Drop’ table available in the rear of the room at all meetings. 
Lunch tomorrow at IHOP on State Road 64.  It’s Ladies Day!!!
There are MARCI tumblers available for purchase for $10.00 each. 

COMMENTS/QUESTIONS:  questions and/or comments were solicitated from the floor.
none

ADJOURNMENT: 
Motion to adjourn made by () and seconded by ().
Meeting was adjourned at 20:20 hours.

NEXT MEETING:
Our next meeting is February, 3rd 2026, First Tuesday, - 19:00 hours, Bible Baptist Church.

BRING SINGLE DOLLAR BILLS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 50/50! 
1 ticket for $1.00, 6 tickets for $5.00.  6 ticket limit.
Respectfully Submitted,
Dawson Blackmore, Jr.  (N1IAC)
MARCI Secretary
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