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From the Editor — John Hartman, KQ4MTF

Happy May, everyone!

Since taking over Radiowaves, I’ve asked for and received many contributions to the newsletter. Unfortunately,
not everyone’s offerings are making it in. There are various reasons for that; mostly to do with time, space and
editing. To all of you who’re sending in material, please continue. We’ll get what we can into the letter. As soon
as we can.

To that end, we’re adding a new section that we hope will become permanently full. News Around The Club will
highlight pictures and news about what other members are doing. We may sneak in some news from other clubs
and counties from time to time. We’ll keep the theme radio oriented, but sometimes our fellow members do things
or have news which is totally non-radio. And if they want us to know about it, it’ll show up here.

The Club is currently looking for volunteers to help with Field Day, which is June 27" and 28" this year. A
spreadsheet with available time-slots has been added to this month’s newsletter delivery. If you’d like to spend a
few hours at Field Day and want a guaranteed slot, please take a moment to add your name to the spreadsheet.
Simply pick two spots by adding your name, callsign and preference. For example: “John Hartman, KQ4MTF, 1”
and “John Hartman, KQ4MTF, 2”. This would mean “Put me in this slot first, or this other slot if my first choice
is taken”. Email that spreadsheet back to me at kg4mtf@gmail.com and I’ll use some modern Al magic to merge
everyone’s choices. We’ll also have a sign-up sheet at our next two general meetings.

If you don’t want to get on the radio, we are also looking for folks who can help log QSOs. This is very helpful to
our CW operators especially.

If you don’t know when or if you might want to get on the radio, please visit us on Field Day anyway. You can get
on the air with either of our available rigs. But remember: assigned seats get precedence!

Please remember, you can send submissions of material, or questions related to the newsletter, to
k4gg.newsletter@gmail.com.

From the President of MARCI — Ken Olson, K4KEO

With Marcifest behind us, we look forward to Field Day at Cedar Hammock Fire Training Facility. We should
have a sign up sheet at the May meeting, so plan on signing up for times you would like to work and note any
equipment/antennas that you will be bringing. Please see Peter KA1WBE with any questions.

Richard K4RP informs me that he now has 8 folks signed up with W5YI. The next session is May 16th at 9 am. If
you are interested, he can always use more VEs, sign up with W5Y1, it’s a quick and easy process.

John Hartman KQ4MTF is working on improving Radiowaves. Please offer him any help that you can.

Update on our K4GG repeater:

The repeater is running nicely on the new frequency 146.64, tone 100.0. It is working very well with the duplexer
that Paul K3UWY retuned. Please get on the frequency and check it out, I don’t hear many people using the

repeater, lets get some activity on the system!

We will continue to use MAN-8 at for our scheduled Nets at this time. Paul K3UWY is actively pursuing site
acquisition to find a permanent home for the system.
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At the meeting we are continuing our 50/50 fund raiser. Tickets will be 1 for $1 or 6 for $5. Please plan to
participate to help us grow our funds.

Remember that MARCI operates two weekly nets, both on MAN-8. The MARCI information net on Sunday night
at 7 pm and our MARCI traders net on Wednesday night at 8 pm. Tony & Pete put in a lot of time on running
these nets and provide a wealth of information. PLEASE check into these nets to support Tony KB9A and Peter
KA1WBE our Net control operators.

Please welcome new folks to our organization at lunch or the meeting with a handshake and an introduction and
offer to help them out where you can.

Remember our weekly lunch at THOP on SR64 near I-75 every Wednesday. We meet for conversation at 11:30 am
and the food order is taken at noon. Plan to join us for food and fellowship!

73, Ken Olson K4KEO
From the Officers

The Treasurer (Kay Torralva, KR4EUA)

The March financial report was presented at the April meeting, along with a MarciFest report and a video. The
grand prize winner generously donated the antenna back to the children at KAHMS. The report was approved by
the membership.

We currently have 111 active members. Please take a moment to complete the membership form if your contact
information or license class needs to be updated.

The Secretary (Dawson Blackmore, N1IAC)

The minutes from our April meeting are provided near the end of this month’s newsletter.

MARCI Radiowaves Newsletter Page 3 of 13 May 2026



News Around the Club

2026 CERT Symposium

Back in January, several MARCI members attended the Inaugural 2026 4-County
CERT Symposium held at the Ora in Sarasota. Many other Ham Operators and ARES
members were also in attendance.

The former FEMA director and keynote speaker spoke to the importance of ham radio
operators in a time of disaster. And Liz Raucci (KQ4NAD) was a featured speaker at
the conference!

| From left to right we see Laurel Lynch (secretary of Bayview CERT), Dr. Jonathan
Kirell (vice president of Bayview CERT) and MARCI member, Liz, Raucci (Vice
President of MARCI and leader of Bayview CERT), Kay Toralva (treasurer of
MARCI) and Dawson Blackmore (secretary of MARCI)

Also in attendance but not pictured was Bill McConnell (N9US), a fellow member of MARCI.
Bandpass Filters for Field Day

Terry Simmons (KX4FZ) has taken up a project which will provide exceptional
benefit to the club on Field Day. He’s building 5 band-pass filters, as you can
see in the picture below.

You might be curious about the original plans from which he’s working. It’s
from QST magazine, September 1988 entitled “Band-Pass Filters for HF
Transceivers”. Lew Gordon (K4VX/SK) was a member of the Hannibal Hill
Radio Society in Illinois, and had quite a superstation, according to his bio on
QRZ.

Despite the saying “they don’t make them like they used to”, Terry’s making
them just like they used to. Thank you, Terry!
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Field Day 2026 and a Glimpse Back

John Hartman, KQ4MTF

, Once again, the time for Field Day approaches. This year’s theme from the ARRL is
“Amateur Radio: A National Resource”. I'd like to give everyone an idea of our
s+ 2026 plans, by taking us all back to last year.

# 1t was the club’s first Field Day in how long? I recall someone saying five years.
Long before I was a member. Pete (KA1WBE) got the ball rolling and we finally
& found a great field day location. We’ll be there again, this year. It might be
inconvenient for some members, but it’s such a perfect location. It’s a public
facility, plenty of space indoors and out, and basic amenities.

behind the training center

This year, we’ll meet at the Training Center of Cedar Hammock Fire Rescue at 9 AM on June 27th. That gives us
enough time to set up the following “sections”:

Antennas, radios and feed lines

Last year will be similar to this year. We’ll raise up a G5RV as our main antenna,

with space around the building for additional antennas. As a “2A” station, we will

have two active HF radios, one “Get on the Air” (GOTA) station for guests, and a
=" VHF station which we plan to use on 6 meters. So we’re talking about 4 antennas.

"‘ Throw in a call-in station for local traffic, and it’s 5.

™ It’s not required that we have “just these radios”. Some

“ operators may prefer their own rig, which they can bring. The
Located centrally to available only restriction is that we have only two HF radios on the air
antenna fields at a time. The GOTA and 6 meter stations are excluded from
this rule.

Generator and power lines
The antenna set-up area becomes our generator location, if we assume the same
configuration as last year. Power lines and feed lines will also cris-cross the area.

Our platform for
Part of field day is that we do not transmit using mains power. Battery backup would be primary antennas

helpful, in case we have a generator issue. Members who want to bring a well-labeled
battery will be given appreciation!

F | A generator is our primary power source. We would also like to experiment with solar
charged battery power as well. Extra points can be achieved through making alternative-
energy QSOs.

Public greeting area

There are two halves to a good Field Day. Of course it’s about radio in the field, but we also
B want to show off our skills. We had quite a few “civilians” visit us last year. We’ll be setting
up in the lobby with a modest display, a sign-in-sheet and waiver forms provided by the fire
.| department.

The Olsen Clan Most of our visitors will be during the day, of course. Since we start transmitting at 2pm on
getting us on 6m  Saturday, we might see visitors up until dinner time. And again starting late morning on
Sunday.
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If we have a volunteer or two who can greet folks, that would be great. The rest of the time we’ll do our best to be
inviting and congenial.

Signage and Presentation station

Publicity will be occurring between now and Field Day. On the Day, of course, we
will put our excellent sign out where people can see it. Closer to the street than last
year.

Something we didn’t have last year were things to keep our visitors busy. If wedo =

morse code demonstrations, QSO practice with FRS radios, or present a good _

video, we can provide educational entertainment. It also adds some points to our _me |

final tally! We stood like this out on the
street for 24 hours (volunteers

We’ll also be letting visitors use the GOTA station. Providing some presentation needed) (kidding!)

material keeps folks engaged while they wait for their chance at the radio.

Setup starts at 0900 Local Saturday, where all of the above items mentioned will be
put in place for the event. Last year we completed setup with enough time for
lunch.

Operations start at 1400 Local Saturday and continue until 1400 Local on Sunday.
All licensed operators are welcome to participate. During the day we expect
visitors, but at night it’ll just be radio, coffee, and the microwave oven. There’s
Radio Alley being set up space for naps if you bring something to sleep on.

Extras will include a modest food budget for operators and crew. Burgers and dogs were on the menu last year.
We did have enough on hand to offer to some of the public, but we’ll play that by ear. Some visitors brought
home baked treats. The facility also has a microwave and coffee station. We’ll provide coffee to brew. There will
be refrigeration for those who wish to pack a lunch. We’ll stock up on water and other beverages.

Tear-down took us about an hour last year. We will bring down antennas and radios and cables and pack them
away. Get everyone’s donated gear back to them. Put the furniture back in place, vacuum and clean up, and leave
the Training Center looking slightly better than when we arrived. Last year we did all of this at a brisk pace, as
rain was moving in fast. When it’s all done, we can go home and tell great stories at our Sunday evening net.

The Results...we will compile our logs and other artifacts needed for scoring, and submit them before the end of
July. Final results with our national standing will be published in the December issue of QST. We will announce

any related news before that time, as available.

Many thanks to Ferenc “Frank” Csorja, K7FCH, for the photos he took last year. Looking forward to a great two
days in June with all of you!

73
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VE Exam Sessions

Our next exam will be held on May 16, at 9AM as the Bible Baptist Church. We will be conducting exams on the
third Saturday of every odd-numbered month. This means that our next exam after May shall be on July 18.

Our exam team asks that you please register in advance, as we now conduct exams electronically. This allows us
to prepare on your behalf. Please visit https://hamstudy.org/sessions/w5yi for more information.

If you wish to find our exam, or any other available exam in the area, please visit W5YT or the ARRL website.

Remember these important things to bring, on the day of your exam:
1. Your FRN Number

A PIN number issued per the instructions at W5Y1

Your photo ID

For adults, the fee in cash, of $14 (under 18, it’s free!)

All your knowledge! :)

oA WN

Testing starts promptly at 9:00 am at:

Bible Baptist Church of Bradenton
2113 57th St E
Bradenton, FL. 34208

Websites of Interest
Our MARCI website: Manatee-ARC.org
Manatee County Emergency Support Group (ARES): MCESG

W5YI: wbyi-vec.org

HamStudy: hamstudy.org
Manatee County Public Safety: https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety

SKYWARN: https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/

How to get your FRN: https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/html/Register New_FRN.htm
ARRL: ARRL.ORG
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Clubs and Other Nets

MARCI Club Repeater No nets yet 146.64 — 100.0 Hz
MARCI Info Net Sunday 8:00 pm 147.195 + 103.5 Hz
ARES Net Monday 7:00 pm 146.22 - 100.0 Hz

SERC Traders Net (Sarasota)

Monday 8:00 pm

146.730 - 100.0 Hz
145.130 - 100.0 Hz

MARCI Traders Net (Bradenton)

Wednesday 8:00 pm

147.195 + 103.5 Hz

Manatee SKYWARN Net

Thursday 8:00 pm

146.22 - 100.0 Hz

WCEF Eagle Net (Local NTS Net)

Nightly 8:30 pm

145.43 - 100 Hz or
442.95 + 100 Hz

WCF Technical Net (tech assistance)

Thursday 9:00 pm

145.43 - 100 Hz or

442.95 + 100 Hz

Mark Your Calendar!

The following upcoming events are noteworthy. Please mark your calendar for those items you find most
important.

Field Day is coming! June 27" and 28" at the Cedar Hammock Fire Rescue Training Center (same as last
year)

Manatee County ARES/RACES meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month

The Board of Directors of MARCI meet every 3" Thursday of the month

Items for Sale

Peter Jarosik (KA1WBE) Has several items for sale. If interested, he asks that you please call or text him at
(941) 580-8696 for info. Please note that some items may have already been sold:

Newly added item: ANRITSU Microwave Repeater Checker Model MS75B asking $1000 obo!
Swan 10 amp power supply with a Speaker $35.00

SEC 1223 Power Supply $75.00

Rack Mount 70 amp Power Supply $100.00

Drake W-4 H.F.WATT Meter $100.00

Kenwood TM 221A 2 meter 50 Watt Radio $60.00

MFJ-949E Antenna Tuner $125.00

Hustler 17 meter add on Kit (new) $ 100.00

TEN-TEC DESK MIC with Stand,Base and Carry case $125.00

Ken Olsen (K4KEOQO) is managing an estate sale, and has the following items that might catch your interest.
Please contact him at (716) 695-5235. Or you can contact Peter.
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*  DR-Meter Power Supply PS-3010 $100.00

* Kenwood TS-570D H.F. Radio $600.00

* Kenwood TS-590S H.F./6 Meter Radio $800.00

*  Heathkit HM-2102 Wattmeter (50 to 150 MHZ) $50.00

* Icom IC-4512A Uhf All Mode 10 watt base station (430-440MHZ ONLY) $100.00
* Midland 18-1430D Power Supply $20.00

*  Bowman MarklI 5volt@1 amp Power Supply $20.00

*  Heathkit IG-18 Audio generator $50.00

* CDE HAM IV Control box $60.00
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MANATEE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES - April 7", 2026
BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH, BRADENTON, FL

Meeting called to order at @ 19:00 hours by Ken Olson (K4KEO), President
Flag Salute and Pledge of Allegiance
ATTENDANCE TONIGHT: 32 of 111 total members, noted quorum present.
INTRODUCTIONS:

BOD identified themselves.

Attendees announced and identified themselves with their call signs.

NEW MEMBERS:

No new members noted -

GUESTS:

No Guest -

NET CONTROL:
® Peter Jarosik (KA1WBE), MARCI Traders Net — Wednesday evenings, 8pm
Tony Vasile (KB9A), MARCI Info Net — Sunday evenings, 8pm.
¢ Attendees reminded to please “Check In”

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Dawson Blackmore (N1IAC),

Motion to accept the minutes as communicated via email and published in RADIOWaves, was
made by Jim Zientara (W4MAN) and seconded by Paul White (K3UWY),

TREASURER’S REPORT: Kay Torralva (KR4EUA), Treasurer

Announced that there are currently 111 members of MARCI.

Members who have not paid their dues have been purged from the active list

Kay gave the Financial Report for March 2026.

Motion was made to accept the report as presented by Peter Jarosik (KA1WBE) and

seconded by Martin Jordan (KB1MJ).
e MARCIFest Report:
0 113 Attendees
25 Tailgaters
7 kids
1 dog
$730 income including coffee income

o O ©0 ©
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0 Video developed by Kay presented as this evening’s presentation, very well received

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Finance Committee: Richard Plotkin (K4RP)

¢ Nothing to report

Activities Committee: John Hartman (KQ4MTF), chair

John has announced that he will no longer chair this committee after the upcoming
election.

There is no presenter scheduled for the this meeting. Kay presented video of MARCIFest
2026

FIELD DAY 2026

REMEMBER “IT’S ABOUT THE POINTS”
Announced Field Days are June 27" and 28", 2026 at Cedar Hammock Fire Rescue
Training Center.
Peter Jarosik, (KA1TWBE) will be overseeing this activity
Let Peter or John know if anyone is planning on doing FT8/CW/Voice, etc
Need to pass around a SIGH UP Sheet for those looking to participate
Operators needed to help us get as many POINTS as possible
If anyone has questions concerning Rules and Category issues please visit the ARRL
website
Looking to have at least one station working 24 hours a day during the event
Volunteers are still needed to set-up, man stations, teardown, etc.
Suggested to send an email to current and prior club members letting everyone know
about Field Day
We are in need of someone to be designated SAFETY OFFICER
Looking into maybe doing some form of MEDIA/PUBLICITY/PRESS RELEASE
notices
Also maybe setting up an Information Table for those attending who may not have a
complete knowledge of what Field Day is all about
Have the VE computers available for logging
Possibility of setting up a SOLAR Panel with Controller

MARCIFest 2026

e See Treasurer’s report for results

Social Day (Picnic)

- Will be held on July 18" at the Bible Baptist Church.
- We are in need of an ‘activities committee assistant’ to help mostly with phone calls.

Holiday Party 2026

e Scheduled for December 1* Peridia.
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Public Relations Committee: [.ou Raniszewski (KD2LFR), chair

¢ Public FACEBooKk site is up and running with Kay having administer privileges.
¢ Tri-Fold flyer will be available by next Board meeting
* Please consider volunteering for this committee, as Lou is in need of an assistant.

Nominating Committee: Dawson Blackmore (N1IAC)

A slate is being worked on along with Terry Simons (KX4FZ).

President and Vice President positions are open for replacement.

Pete Jarosik, (KA1WBE) has expressed interest in the VP slot on the slate.
Remaining officers have expressed interest in remaining on the board

The Nominating Committee will be active for the next few weeks by the Board of
Directors in order to present a slate of officers eligible for election in May, 2026.

By-Laws Committee: Paul White (K3UWY) chair
Nothing to report.

Education / Technical Committee: Paul White (K3UWY), chairman
Next session will be on “Smith Charts Usage”, how easy it is to use
Youth Committee: Noah Olson (W4NKO), chair

¢ Reported that the Foxhunt is still on hold for now.

REPEATER: Harry Rensel (KF4CFZ) chairman, was not in attendance, his wife is having
surgery

No report

VE testing: Richard Plotkin (K4RP), chair

Test handling moved to W5Y]1, with a learning curve by all VE’s

Testing cycle being move to odd numbered months to align with MARCIFest
Next testing scheduled for May

The club testing is listed on the ARRL website

We need more VEs, see Richard for more information

Register with Richard Plotkin KBRWQ and please have your FRN # prior to

registering.

OLD BUSINESS:

Only business as presented in the Committee reports.

NEW BUSINESS:

No new business

PRESENTATION:

Kay presented video of MARCIFest 2026

MARCI Radiowaves Newsletter Page 12 of 13 May 2026



ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The 50/50 drawing was held with the winner being Martin Jordan (KB1MJ) who donated his

winnings of $25 back to the club. Thank you very much.

‘Swap and Drop’ table available in the rear of the room at all meetings.

Lunch tomorrow at IHOP on State Road 64.

There are MARCI tumblers available for purchase for $10.00 each.
COMMENTS/QUESTIONS: questions and/or comments were solicitated from the floor.

ECHOLink is looking for somewhere to call home.

It was suggested that maybe the club attend a Marauder’s Baseball game in the future, Dawson will
look into the group cost.

ADJOURNMENT:

Don’t forget the NETS.....Sunday and Wednesday Evening Check-ins!
Motion to adjourn was made by Gary Chanco (KJ4PHG) and seconded by Noah Olson (W4NKO).
Meeting was adjourned

NEXT MEETING:

Our next meeting is May 5™ 2026, First Tuesday, - 19:00 hours, Bible Baptist Church.

PLEASE BRING SINGLE DOLLAR BILLS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 50/50!
1 ticket for $1.00, 6 tickets for $5.00. 6 ticket limit per person.

Respectfully Submitted,
Dawson Blackmore, Jr. (N1IAC)
MARCI Secretary
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