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From the Editor – John Hartman, KQ4MTF

I first moved to Florida from Manhattan this week in 2001, just a few weeks after 9/11. When it happened I was 
actually packing my bags and boxes. But as you can imagine, it became difficult to find a U-Haul for awhile. I 
had to leave all my large things to friends, and stuffed what I could into a minivan. And I’ve been in Florida ever 
since. The weather is just too good to pass up.  Here’s to the next 25, or parts thereof!

Last month, in our article about the 33cm, I caught a mistake. It is legal under part 15 to use repeaters with LoRa 
devices. They simply need to remain conformant to Part 15.  Otherwise you will need to rely on Part 97 rules. I 
just wanted to make this correction for the sake of accuracy.

Please note: the Ham of the Year and Elmer of the Year award nominations are officially underway. If you have 
someone in mind who’s a club member and you’d like to see awarded, simply send the name (and callsign if you 
have it), for each category. Right to the newsletter email. If you include a short sentence or paragraph about why 
they should be honored, it would help us quite a bit. And it would give us something to add to the blurb they’ll get 
in next year’s first issue. 

Only two more issues of RadioWaves left for the year. The final issue will come out directly after the December 
1st party, and I hope will be large enough to keep you reading until the end of January. Earlier this year we 
promised it would be chock full of Santa Claus and Radio. That’s still the plan!
 
You can send submissions of material, or questions related to the newsletter, to k4gg.newsletter@gmail.com. 

From the President of MARCI – Dawson Blackmore, N1DXB 

Hello MARCI members and welcome to our latest edition of RadioWaves. 

Just a note: we’re gonna change our agenda how we present things at our next meeting.  We’re 
going to do our presentation upfront and then our business meeting afterwards. 

Just as a reminder please note in your calendar the upcoming Holiday Party. It will be on December 1st at Peridia. 
Please contact Kay, our Treasurer, to make your reservation.  Also, please get your nominations in for Elmer and 
Ham of the year.  Contact John, our Secretary to get them in. Nominations must be in John’s hands no later than 
November 14th, which is the Sunday before the Board meeting. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at our next club meeting, till then hang loose. 

[Editor’s note: see the insert in this month’s newsletter. Please send you nominations to k4gg.newsletter at gmail]

From the Officers and Committees

The Treasurer (Kay Torralva, KR4EUA)
The August financial report was presented at the September meeting. The club currently has 119 active members.
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The Secretary (John Hartman, KQ4MTF)
Minutes from our September general meeting are included at the end of this month’s newsletter.  We shall vote on 
the acceptance of the minutes at the next general meeting.

Committee Reports
Repeater Trustee’s Report (Ken Olson, K4KEO)
As I’m sure everyone has heard by now, our club repeater is off the air due to the antenna taking a direct lightning 
strike on 8-9-26.

Most of the equipment has been taken to Peter’s home for testing and evaluation. It appears that most if not all of 
the systems components are damaged.  We’ll have more to update everyone at the monthly meeting.

Education and Technical Committee (Paul White, K3UWY)
Here is the remaining plan for the MARCI Technical Zoom Sessions through March 2027.

October 2026 Satellite Communications Primer

November 2026 Meshcore

December 2026 No Program

January 2026 Winlink and Varac

February 2026 Revisit Receiver Dynamic Range

March 2026 Contesting

I am still looking for some help with Satellite Communications, Meshcore, Winlink/Varac, and contesting. I 
suspect that there are some folks in the club who can collaborate with me to put these together. Please-mail 
directly to paulwhite2@icloud.com 

Happy Birthday Tony!
It’s not often that we celebrate a birthday during a general meeting. First, you 
need to be born near enough to the first Tuesday of the month. And then your 
birthday would need to fall on the first Tuesday in a month we’re meeting. And 
thirdly, you have to be brave enough to wear the (newly) unofficial MARCI 
Capacitance Hat.

With good cheer, Tony took to the challenge! And was rewarded with the club’s 
rendition of Happy Birthday.  Not only is he happy about his birthday, but the hat 
puts his SWR at about 1.1 to 1. 

Tony Vasile (KB9A) is our MARCI Information Net NCS, as well as an educator 
and sponsor of his school’s ham radio club. Good work, Tony!
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News Around the Club
Marcians Identified in Huntsville, NASA silent!

In August, four of our club members 
managed to gather at the Huntsville 
Hamfest. Paul White came up from Texas, 
and was joined by three of our finest from 
here in Florida. Dre managed to find a few 
famous YouTube hams while there. If 
you’re not familiar with Ham Radio Crash 
Course or Salty Walt, we’ve added links to 
the website list, below.

Above, Josh Nass (KI6NAZ) preparing for a podcast. And to 
the right, a man who never met a Xiegu G90 he didn’t like, 

Walter “Salty Walt” Hudson (K4OGO)
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Nate (N8RVD), Dawson (N1DXB), Paul (K2UWY) 



9/11 Commemorations

It’s been 25 years since that deplorable day on 
September 11, 2001. We all know where we were that 
day. Some of us close, some of us far from the event. 
This year, several of our members took the time to 
memorialize the day at events here in Bradenton. 

Above, Dawson Blackmore (N1DXB) spent time with 
young first responders at an event hosted by Mission 
BBQ.  Ed Cleveland (N4NTY) and Chris Gephart 
(W6CJG) attended the annual 9/11 memorial at Rossi 
Park.

Thank you.
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Featuring: The Sky Through My Window
Kay Torralva (KR4EUA)

There is a window near my radio, and lately I find myself looking through it more than I used to. Not searching 
for anything in particular - just looking up, the way I did as a girl, wondering what was out there. I did not expect, 
at my age, to feel that same small wonder again. But amateur radio gave it back to me.

I was very nervous the first time I sat down to make a contact. I kept repeating the word "QSL" quietly to myself, 
hoping I would remember it when the moment came.

My elmer, Jack, WG9X, has the same radio as mine, an FT-710, so he helped me match my settings to his and 
program my own call sign, KR4EUA. During my very first contact, the operator on the other end repeated my call 
sign back to confirm it, and I froze - I did not know how to answer. Jack, sitting beside me, whispered, "Roger, 
roger." I repeated it, just like that. That small whisper was enough.

The antenna took longer to sort out. Because of my HOA, I could not put up anything permanent outside, so my 
husband and I found a compromise - a window feed-through cable, connecting the antenna outside to the radio 
within. Now, every time I get on HF, I raise it at that window, then lower it when I'm done. A small ritual, all my 
own. I was still nervous about doing something wrong, so I asked question after question over lunch at IHOP, and 
my elmers never once seemed to mind.

Once everything was in place, I mostly listened - learning how people spoke to each other, the rhythm of it, before 
I ever tried myself. Slowly, I began to answer too, sending my own call sign whenever I heard someone calling 
CQ, hoping to be chosen. Every Thursday, I checked into an HF net, and Paul, K3UWY, gave me a signal report 
and a little advice afterward. Every week meant something different - the atmosphere itself changes, and so does 
the way a signal travels. Getting on the air regularly, hearing his reports each time, slowly helped me sound better.
Now, after each contact, I look up the other operator on QRZ - a city, a country, a photograph of their antenna 
reaching into their own sky. A few minutes before, they were only a call sign and a voice I had never heard. And 
then, suddenly, the distance between us feels smaller - standing somewhere far from here, perhaps looking up, in 
that very moment, at the same sky I see through my own window.

It was around this time that a friend of mine - someone who has never touched a radio in his life - sent me a 
newspaper column from Japan. He knows nothing of amateur radio, but he has listened to me speak of it so often 
that a certain story caught his eye, and he thought of me. It told of a Soviet cosmonaut, Sergei Krikalev, aboard 
the Mir space station in 1991, watching his own country quietly come apart beneath him. With no reliable word 
from the ground, he turned to amateur radio. Strangers below - among them, a schoolteacher in Australia - kept 
him connected to a world he could no longer see.

Reading that story, I sat very still for a moment. My small radio, my quiet corner of the house - none of it felt 
small anymore.

Radio waves know no borders. They ride the open air, and given the right conditions, they can reach all the way 
into space. But I think they carry something more than a voice - something quieter, something that moves between 
two hearts before either person even realizes it.

So I sit by that window, key the mic, and try it myself, for the first time: "CQ, CQ, this is Kilo Romeo Four Echo 
Uniform Alpha." Then I listen, and wait for someone, anywhere, to come back to me.

(The story of Sergei Krikalev was one I first came across in a "Tensei Jingo" column in the Asahi Shimbun, a 
Japanese newspaper.)
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VE Exam Sessions 
Our next VE session, which is also our final exam of the year, will be on November 21st. Note that this is the 
weekend before Thanksgiving. 

We conduct exams on the third Saturday of every odd-numbered month, with our first exam of 2027 being on the 
16th of January. 

Our exam team asks that you please register in advance, as we now conduct exams electronically. This allows us 
time to prepare on your behalf.  Please visit https://hamstudy.org/sessions/w5yi for more information.

If you wish to find our exam, or any other available exam in the area, please visit W5YI or the ARRL website.

Remember these important things to bring, on the day of your exam:
1. Your FRN Number
2. A PIN number issued per the instructions at W5YI
3. Your photo ID
4. For adults, the fee in cash, of $14 (under 18, it’s free!)
5. All your knowledge! :)

Testing starts promptly at 9:00 am at: 

Bible Baptist Church of Bradenton 
2113 57th St E 
Bradenton, FL 34208

Websites of Interest 
Our MARCI website: Manatee-ARC.org 

Manatee County Emergency Support Group (ARES): MCESG

ARES Repeater Guide: MC ARES ICS 205 Blue Sky Comms Plan 18March2024 

W5YI:  w5yi-vec.org

HamStudy: hamstudy.org

Manatee County Public Safety: https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety 

SKYWARN: https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/ 

How to get your FRN: https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/html/Register_New_FRN.htm

ARRL: ARRL.ORG 

Ham Radio Crash Course: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChAu6Cof9KlfFxSbL9ytosQ

Coastal Waves and Wires: https://www.youtube.com/@COASTALWAVESWIRES

MARCI Radiowaves Newsletter  Page 8 of 13  October 2026   

http://manatee-arc.org/
http://arrl.org/
https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/
https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety
https://www.youtube.com/@COASTALWAVESWIRES
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChAu6Cof9KlfFxSbL9ytosQ
https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/html/Register_New_FRN.htm
https://hamstudy.org/
https://www.w5yi-vec.org/
https://cdn.website-editor.net/s/46f6b67da94c43bf9b1536b9f54cfd26/files/uploaded/MC_ARES_ICS-205_Blue_Sky_18March2024.pdf?Expires=1792872729&Signature=Fq9mNUK28-PEv9zYswCv5fr-gF~IIjOP4syVVuppJTXzc~EenhXWoApeYWdyDapZyLNKbgrqqK9cjitVLpMZZOIw8YdsvTN-wRC3OcjPGWHSjpxchrA8P2JsylSoskeyfxwYyM5bR~mQbXb4wA9tILUNbKv-aU95nLqQBvOXwVXjjd6agGGbWibUJgZCNjgPjpo0iY-3H712peRGfOlTyqG555PcjY1vkSZnpFwWQ8EyCZcx8twjwHXj0CGGRV9dd79ULRHNEf~DA5Jjsh6GdwtbS2oZCJA6P7aU-4dsu7KA62U6r2IyPLQvW8sCcHwkAACmrrgh2yFLSMdDZxEvFA__&Key-Pair-Id=K2NXBXLF010TJW
https://www.mcesg.org/
https://hamstudy.org/sessions/w5yi


Clubs and Other Nets

MARCI Info Net Sunday 8:00 pm  146.82 - 100.0 Hz 

MARCI HF Net Thursday 7:00 pm 14.337 MHz or nearby

MARCI Traders Net (Bradenton) Wednesday 8:00 pm 146.82 - 100.0 Hz 

Gulf of America Radio Club
System Fusion Net

Tuesday 7:00 pm 441.875 + 5 MHz 
digital id 82

MCESG ARES Net Monday 7:00 pm  146.82 - 100.0 Hz 

SERC Traders Net (Sarasota) Monday 8:00 pm  146.730 - 100.0 Hz
 145.130 - 100.0 Hz

Manatee SKYWARN Net Thursday 8:00 pm 146.82 - 100.0 Hz 

WCF Eagle Net (Local NTS Net) Nightly 8:30 pm 145.43 - 100 Hz 
442.95 + 100 Hz 

WCF Technical Net (tech assistance) Thursday 9:00 pm 145.43 - 100 Hz 
442.95 + 100 Hz 

Mark Your Calendar!
The following upcoming events are noteworthy. Please mark your calendar for those items you find most 
important.

 The Annual Holiday Party is December 1st, at Peridia Country Club
 Our next General Meeting is on October 6th at the usual place, followed by our final meeting of the year 

on November 3rd
 Manatee County ARES/RACES meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month
 The Board of Directors of MARCI meet every third Thursday of the month
 Paul White’s Technical Presentations – 8pm, every third Monday of the month. Check for email.
 The club HF net is on Thursdays at 1900 local time. Watch your email for details on frequency and 

scheduling.
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Items for Sale

Marsha Littlefield produces fine embroidered polo shirts and other items sporting the MARCI Logo and can be 
reached at 941-224-0400 or via email at mympmarsha@yahoo.com. Large orders are always appreciated!

Peter Jarosik (KA1WBE) has a variety of items which are for sale. He can be contacted at 941-580-8696.

ANRITSU Microwave Repeater Checker Model MS75B asking $1000 obo!
Swan 10 amp power supply with a Speaker $35.00
SEC 1223 Power Supply $75.00
Rack Mount 70 amp Power Supply $100.00
Drake W-4 H.F.WATT Meter $100.00
Kenwood TM 221A 2 meter 50 Watt Radio
MFJ-949E Antenna Tuner $125.00
Hustler 17 meter add on Kit (new) $100.00
TEN-TEC DESK MIC with Stand,Base and Carry case $125.00

Ken Olson (K4KEO) and Peter Jarosik are handling an estate sale, offering these items for sale. You can reach Ken at 716-
695-5235, or Pete at the number listed above.

Kenwood 570D 160-10 Meter H.F. radio asking $600!
KENWOOD 590S 160-6 Meter H.F. Radio $800.00
MFJ Model 4035MV Dual meter  Adjustable DC Power Supply $135.00

MARCI Radiowaves Newsletter  Page 10 of 13  October 2026   



Wordsearch: RADIO BRANDS
PAST & PRESENT

prepared by Harry Rensel (KF4CFZ)

D O N S I L E W Y E N O H P A L S T A R
K N Y P C J C O L L I N S R A D I O H Y
X E Y V A I N A V L Y S A F N B E T B X
S L T N T Y N J K K X T A J N H I K B M
Y R X N A R Q O G W L Y V V S N A K G T
S C E I E P A D R A E X M C E A X O N M
K T N T D T M Y S T M T O Z R R N G X X
C C A F F N N O T W C T I E W S T D W Z
A I E N G A E E C H T E N K E M N E A D
H N M A D E R B M O E G L T H U J R X G
S O E L D A R C T I I O Y E L T B B Y V
O S R L D W R I A N D D N R E O A J N B
I A S I M G K D E L R L A N C B O E R V
D N O E L T O E Y A L M A R K H O C H P
A A N D H C R N M A M A O N N K A L V L
R P G G N I E S B A E C H S D A I B G D
L X I I N S E O H T I S O J W C P P K D
M N L G L Y B N M E T N U L O V D A Z D
K A R O M Q B Y L B Y P J M Q N L Q J P

ALLIED TENTEK
ALINCO RAMSEY
ATLAS OLSEN
BENDIX SONY
COLLINS RADIO VERTEX
COBRA STANDARD YAESU
EICO PALSTAR
GLOBE ELECTRONICS RAYTHEON
GONSET RCA
EMERSON RADIO SHACK
HAMMARLUND REGENCY
HEATHKIT ZENITH
JOHNSON PANASONIC
LAFAYETTE RADIO SYLVANIA
HALLACRAFTERS ICOM
HONEYWELL JAPAN RADIO COMPANY
KNIGHTKIT E H SCOTT
MIDLAND KAAR ENGINEERING
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Things to Remember
• At every general meeting, we hold a fifty/fifty raffle as a way to amend our general 

fund. Please remember to bring your portraits of George Washington. One ticket is 
a buck, Lincoln gets you six.

• Also at our meetings, we have a “freebie” table, where members can bring items 
they’d like to pass along to other members.

• Every Wednesday members of the club and any other interested folks, meet for 
lunch at the IHOP at 6320 FL-64 East, in Bradenton. We start gathering in a 
reserved room starting at 11:30. And don’t forget, the first Wednesday of the 
month is Lady’s Day.

September Minutes
Of the General Meeting of the Manatee Amateur Radio Club

September 1st, 2026

Attendance:
all officers present
36 members and 1 guests

1900 Meeting called to order with the Pledge of Allegiance

Introductions by name and call-sign

Dawson’s new callsign is N1DBX

1904 Two new members introduced: Amy Gephart (KC1AMY) and Mark Fosella (KR4FEE)

1905 Net Control reports from Tony Vasile (KB9A) and Peter Jarosik (KA1WBE)

September 1st is Tony’s birthday.

1906 Secretary called for a vote on the minutes of previous meeting. James Zientara (W4MAN) moved to 
have the vote. Minutes accepted unanimously. 
Treasurer’s report given by Kay Torralva (KR4EUA)

Nate Ravid (N8RVD) moved to accept the Treasurer’s report. Seconded and unanimously accepted.

1907 Activities Committee  report from Elisabeth Pugliese (KR4MJL). Dawson has met with the activity 
coordinator at Peridia and December 1st has been secured. Menu and prices tbd.

1910 Finance Committee and Public Relations Committee reports deferred.

1911 Dawson reminds us that the club Bylaws are open for amendment and club members are encouraged to 
submit recommendation for changes.

A review of the most recent presentation of Paul White (K3UWY) was given and discussed.

1912 Youth Committee report from Noah Olson (W4NKO), given.  He will have further details on the 
Foxhunt transmitter for the upcoming Board of Directors meeting. Dawson stated that he did a search for 
a foxhunt transmitter at Huntsville Hamfest, found none.

Repeater Trustee’s report given by Ken Olson (K4KEO). Repeater is down, due to damage. Extent 
unknown. Reported that Harry Rensel (KF4CFZ) is reaching out to RB (KZ4ZZ), as the repeater is on 
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his property.

1914 Ed Cleveland (N4NTY) reported on RB’s health. Ken, Harry and Ed to keep current on RB’s situation.

1916 General membership informed of the vote to move our nets to 146.82

Dawson gave an accounting of the process of agreement between the clubs regarding the repeater move.

Peter reminded everyone that the Trader’s net, starting on the 2nd of September, will be on 146.82

A general discussion on the move continued until 1924

1924 Further discussion on the repeater move, tabled.

1925 Volunteer Examiner’s report given by John Hartman on behalf of Richard Plotkin.

1926 Website report given by John Hartman. Members reminded to check the new home page layout.

1927 No presentation, due to presenter’s health.

In lieu of presentation, a video entitled “Prodigal Sun” was presented. Topic being a simplified 
description of solar nuclear physics and its effect on radio propagation.

1954 Video completed. Next month’s presentation will be presented by Ray Ortgiesen (WF1B) on  FT8 
competition. In November, Mel Eleazer (K4MNE) will discuss his personal experiences with Voice of 
America.

2000 Tony Vasile (KB9A) described his role as the teacher and sponsor of his school’s ham radio club. He 
asked for help in tracking down a particular edition of a training book.

2001 John Hartman (KQ4MTF) moved that we sing Happy Birthday for Tony. Seconded and we sang.

2003 50/50 drawing conducted. 655649 won, returning winnings to the club general fund.

2005 Members reminded of the Wednesday lunch and that Lady’ Lunch is first Wednesday of each month.

2006 Meeting adjourned by motion from Gary Chanco (KJ4PHG)
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